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Background
Since 1980, intergenerational economic mobility has declined and income inequality has increased. New York
has the highest level of income inequality in the United States: the average income of the top 1% is over 44
times that of the bottom 99%. Although New Yorkers believe that education quality is critical to success,
many New York schools are segregated. Despite 70% of all students being black or Hispanic, the top eight
schools in the city black and Hispanic students only make up 11% of the student population. Education
inequality has been exacerbated by the pandemic. Math and English scores for grades 5-8 dropped greatly,
highlighting the impact of learning loss, which disproportionately impacts minorities.

Why Building Beats

Building Beats is an education non-profit that conducts
DJ, music production, and podcasting programs in the
Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, and Los Angeles. Since
2013, they have taught over 6,000 students with over
5,000 workshops. Through music education, Building
Beats teaches students about technology,
entrepreneurship, and leadership. 

Building Beats has a mix of physical and online learning
opportunities. They have in-school and after-school
workshops and a toolbox that helps students get started
remotely. They have rolled out an online curriculum and
are seeking ways to digitize their resources effectively.

Building Beats’s toolbox, a curated list of music
resources, has 70,000 monthly visitors with no
promotion. Building Beats has heard from students
about how they want to continue attending workshops
but do not have the means to go after school and leave
home. However, many have access to a computer
through their parents. To help, Building Beats has
launched online courses that help students learn
asynchronously about production in a structured
manner. Building Beats asked me to help direct some of
the students interested in the toolbox and further music
education to their free online courses.
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Project Description
The summer project was centered around building a student-friendly portal that connected students to
courses of their level. This website was coded from scratch to include course banners, advanced filtering, and
customized themes that Squarespace, their existing website builder, did not support. I also created
interactive designs for students to interact with and conducted user interviews with students in their in-
person workshops.

The project is poised to create long-term impact as it connects underserved students with music education
and increase accessibility. The economically disadvantaged students that Building Beats works with can now
learn on their own terms with the effective curriculum that Building Beats provides. Additionally, the UI/UX
design notes I took will help Building Beats create more student-friendly experiences. The insights into
students’ preferred design will help Building Beats adapt its courses to be as engaging and personalized as
possible. I also created documentation to make the website adaptable to staff preferences. I developed
videos and guides with exact code line changes in case of errors to reduce potential technical debt.


