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We hope everyone had a restful winter break! We are
so excited to announce VU’s newest sustainability goal
of achieving ZERO WASTE by the year 2030! Achieving
Zero Waste is a crucial step towards carbon neutrality
by 2050. Additionally, the university is working towards
eliminating single-use, disposable plastic purchases by
2025 (except in laboratories). How exciting is this?!?!
Anchor down, Vandy! If your New Year’s resolution was
to be more sustainable (and whose wasn’t, come on?!)
and you would like to join us in working on these
exciting programs, please join the new volunteer
FutureVU Sustainability Leaders program here. You can
read more about it below…. join us and learn more
about how you can make a direct impact in your area of
campus! Additional information about the stories and
events included in this newsletter are available on the
FutureVU Sustainability website, Instagram, Twitter, and
Facebook page. Have a happy and sustainable new
year!
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Nashville Transit Public
Listening Sessions –
January and February
The Mayor’s Office of
Transportation will hold 11
public listening sessions in
January and February of
2020. The listening
sessions are your
opportunity to voice ideas,
priorities and concerns
regarding transit and
transportation in Nashville.
Dates, times and locations
are available here.
VSG Pop-Up Thrift Store
– January 17-18
Students will be able to
shop this free thrift shop

Andrea George, Director
Sustainability and Environmental Management Office
615-322-4551 | e-mail | Website

Vanderbilt University commits to achieving zero
waste goal by 2030

held by VSG January 17th
and 18th from 11am-4pm
both days in Sarratt 216.
All items are FREE, and
new donations will
continue to be accepted
but are not necessary.
Clothing available in the
pop-up thrift shop was
donated by the student
body at the end of the fall
semester.
Get to Know Your
Greenway System –
January 22

Vanderbilt has announced its commitment to achieving
zero waste by the year 2030 as part of the university’s
comprehensive long-term strategy to significantly
reduce its environmental footprint and drive positive
change in the world.
Zero waste is defined as a 90% diversion rate from the
landfill, acknowledging that no institution is completely
waste-free.
Vanderbilt additionally has committed to addressing
emissions related to waste disposal and recycling and to
making progress toward the university’s carbon neutral
and Net Positive + Resilience energy goals by 2050.
Vanderbilt is the first premier institution in the Southeast
to pursue carbon neutrality and set a Net Zero +
Resilience goal for on-campus and purchased power.
Read the full Zero Waste Master Plan here.
“Our commitment to carbon neutrality, zero waste and
other pressing sustainability efforts are a testament to
the cooperation of the entire Vanderbilt community,”
said Interim Chancellor and Provost Susan R. Wente.
“We have worked together to assess data and establish
goals for the future, and we must continue to work
together to carry out our vision. As one of the largest
employers in Nashville, and a premier institution of
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Nashville has almost 100
miles of Greenway! Join
the Nature Center to learn
how to access the
Greenway, the sights and
sounds of the Greenway,
and the many directions
the Greenway can take
you. The event will be held
at the Warner Park Nature
Center at 6pm. More
information here.
VU Green Fund (VGF)
Green-a-Thon – January
24
Students have a new
opportunity to submit VGF
applications this year:
Vanderbilt Green-A-Thon.
In the spirit of Vandy
Hackathon, students will
have approximately an
hour to come up with an
idea to make campus
greener. The “winning”

higher education, Vanderbilt is setting an example for
other large community organizations by how we enrich
our campus, and we are contributing toward the
protection of our environment for years to come.”
Administrators, faculty, staff, students and off-campus
stakeholders participated in a nine-month, collaborative,
research-driven process to address the scopes of the
university’s carbon footprint and provide
recommendations to reduce the university’s
environmental impact as part of FutureVU, the
university’s holistic campus planning process.
Vanderbilt’s 30-year history of recycling has expanded
in recent years to include food and material waste
reduction. The Zero Waste Master Plan continues this
forward momentum to attain a higher standard of waste
prevention, reduction and reuse This goal also supports
Metro Nashville’s zero waste goals that were
announced in September 2019.
“This plan embodies the triple bottom line: positive
social, environmental and economic impact,” Vice
Chancellor for Administration Eric Kopstain said.
“Education and research are essential to solving the
world’s greatest challenges. We can commit to this goal
knowing it is feasible because we remained committed
to our mission by carrying out extensive studies and
thorough research to establish a vision and plan backed
up by data.”
Vanderbilt has already reached a 47% diversion rate,
but the Zero Waste Master Plan will accelerate the
university’s efforts to reach a 90% diversion rate in over
the next decade.
Once the Zero Waste Study was completed, the Zero
Waste Advisory Committee outlined two specific goals
for the university and two supporting actions:
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proposal will be
automatically sent to the
final stage of the Green
Fund acceptance process
and all other proposals will
be put into the normal
applicant pool. Green-aThon will be held at the
Wond’ry from 2-4pm.
More information here.
Nashville Public Library
Seed Exchange –
January 25
Join the Nashville Public
Library’s Seed Exchange
Program. Bring seeds to
share and get new ones to
take home. Get your
seeds now so you will
have them on hand when
the planting season
arrives! Exchange will be
held at the Shelby
Bottoms Nature Center
from 1-3pm. More
information here.
Zero Waste and
Sustainability Leaders
Pop-Up – January 27-28
SEMO will be hosting a
pop-up information table
that you can stop by to
learn more about the Zero
Waste goals and
Sustainability Leaders
Program. We will have
giveaways for those who
sign up for the
Sustainability Leaders
program! Come visit us at



Goal 1: Achieve
zero waste, a 90%
diversion rate, by
2030

the Commons Center on
January 27 from 11am1pm and the Sarratt
Promenade on January 28
from 11am-1pm.



Goal 2: Reduce the
amount of waste
generated on
campus by 30% by
2030

USGBC IMPACT TN
Conference &
Leadership Awards –
January 30

Supporting Actions:


End institutional single-use plastic bottle purchases
by 2025, except in laboratories *



Expand food waste collection to include all dining
areas and residential halls by 2025

*Laboratories are exempt due to lack of available
alternatives and safety concerns.
Several initiatives will be implemented to reach these
goals in areas such as food waste collection; recycling
and waste infrastructure; material tracking, adaptability
and reuse; waste elimination or reduction; sustainable
substitutes; purchasing and payment services;
education and outreach; and data tracking and
reporting. Vanderbilt has made significant strides in
these efforts by eliminating single-use plastic water and
soda bottles in operations on campus during the fall
2019 semester.
Read specific recommendations to meet the goals in the
plan.
While new recommendations will be implemented in the
coming years, the university will continue to utilize
existing approaches to waste, diversion, recycling, food
waste collection and reuse. Some of these approaches
have included eliminating plastic straws, lids and bags
on campus; transitioning to compostable to-go cups,
plates and cutlery in dining facilities; increasing
hydration stations around dining centers; providing free
reusable water bottles to all undergraduate students;
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USGBC Tennessee’s
IMPACT Conference and
Awards program
recognizes statewide
innovation and leadership
in green buildings. This
high profile event provides
a platform to celebrate the
extraordinary projects and
people who are
contributing to a more
sustainable built
environment in
Tennessee. Conference
will be held at Wellspire
Center from 9:30-4:30.
More information here.
Turner Family Center
Social Ventures Summit
– January 31 – February
1
The Social Venture
Summit will gather
entrepreneurs, investors,
educators, accelerators,
policymakers, and other
startup champions meet,
collaborate, and share
ideas to co-create and
deepen ecosystem-wide
collaboration. This year’s

enacting new dining processes to lessen food waste;
and offering more sustainable printing options.
While the plan features recommendations to be
administered by the university, Andrea George, director
of sustainability and environmental management,
encourages all members of the Vanderbilt community to
get involved in zero waste efforts.
“This is a holistic effort among the university’s
administration, faculty and students,” George said.
“Every member of our community contributes to the
overall success of our research and education mission.
Reaching this goal is only possible if there is a
concerted effort.
“We are looking to change the culture surrounding
waste on campus,” she said. “We want Vanderbilt
community members to be part of the zero waste efforts
because they desire to make a difference in the
university’s—and their own—environmental impact.”
For members of the Vanderbilt community interested in
joining the efforts to achieve zero waste on campus, the
Sustainability and Environmental Management Office
shares these easy ways to act:


Get involved in the FutureVU Sustainability Leaders
program to foster a sustainable campus culture



Replace bottled water with reusable bottles



Use reusable and compostable dishes and utensils
for events, and think about ways to reduce waste
from food and packaging



Reduce waste from meetings by distributing
information digitally instead of printing on paper



Reduce printing waste by using double-sided
printing



Choose more sustainable products when purchasing
for offices



Reduce food waste and collect what is wasted for
composting
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Social Ventures Summit
will focus on Growing
Together in social impact.
The summit will be held in
the Owen Graduate
School of Mgmt. on the
31st from 12-pm, and at
Alumni Hall on the 1st from
8am-5pm. More
information here.
The Climate is Changing
Lecture – February 5
Vanderbilt Faculty
Jonathan Gilligan, coauthor of Beyond Politics:
The Private Governance
Response to Climate
Change, will share
creative ideas for reducing
carbon emissions that can
apply to households as
well as businesses. Learn
how environmentally
friendly actions can
reduce global warming
and save you money.
Lecture to be held at the
Warner Park Nature
Center from 6-7pm. More
information here.



Recycle

For more information on any of these stories, events and more, visit vanderbilt.edu/sustainability or
contact the Sustainability and Environmental Management Office at
futurevusustainability@vanderbilt.edu or 615-322-4551.

Follow us on our social media accounts!
We have added more accounts to our social media arsenal! Here are more ways you can connect
with us online:
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