WGS 150

Activism Project
We’ve been spending a good deal of time this semester exploring some of the challenges our society still faces in its struggle to establish equal opportunities for all people.  All this talk of problems can be dispiriting, which is why I wanted you to work on an activism project.  In whatever size group you choose (you can do this alone or with from one to three other people from our class), you need to design and carry out some sort of activist project to bring the issues we’re discussing this semester to the larger campus community.

You may design your project in whatever way you choose, but be aware that a small project that might earn an “A” for one person might not merit the same grade if it’s split among several people.  Design the project based on the number of people involved.  Be creative.  Think about a need that hasn’t been met or a population that hasn’t been served, and try to think of the most effective way to reach people.  I’ll ask you to hand in a project proposal on March 13; each group (not each individual in the group) needs to hand in a proposal.  This is a chance for me to give you some feedback on your project.  Please indicate on your proposal which day you’d like to do your presentation. You will find out your presentation date when I hand back your proposal.


You need to document your work (take pictures or notes on what you do, videotape yourselves, whatever) and provide me with a group portfolio of your project, including an individual written self-assessment from each member of the group.  As part of this portfolio, tell me how and why you decided to do this particular project, how you knew that this work was needed or would be useful, and, if applicable, how you divided up the work.  Each group will make a presentation to the class; presentations are scheduled for 4/15, 4/17, and 4/19. 

Sample projects:  Students have done “how-to” car repair workshops for women, sponsored “Dress Down Day” to encourage students to focus on inner beauty, offered discussion groups on violence against women, and handed out stickers and buttons to promote awareness on all kinds of issues.  I have sample portfolios in my office, and you are welcome to come in and look at them.

Deadline:  Portfolios are due on Monday 4/22, the day of our review session.  


Each group member’s grade will be based on:

1. the need for and originality of the project

2. how effectively the project was carried out

3. the quality of your portfolio

4. the quality of your group presentation

5. the quality of your individual assessment


If you have any problems or concerns, come talk to me.  I want this project to be exciting, not agonizing, so if you find yourself in despair, please let me help.

Presentations

Your presentations should be 15 minutes in length.  Presentations should explain the project your group designed and executed.  I encourage you to meet as a group before your presentation to figure out how you want to present your project to the class. You will need to organize the presentation so that it clearly and effectively conveys your project and what you learned from it.  Spend time practicing the presentation.  If you are using PowerPoint, save your presentation in two places so that you can access the presentation easily.

What the Group and Individuals Need to Hand in on the Day of the Presentation

1. [Group] You need to document your work (take pictures or notes on what you do, videotape yourselves, whatever) and provide me with a group portfolio of your project, including an individual written self-assessment from each member of the group (see #2 below).  As part of this portfolio, tell me how and why you decided to do this particular project, how you knew that this work was needed or would be useful, and, how you performed your activism. Explain the components of your activism:  if you made a survey, explain why you designed it as you did; if you designed a brochure, explain why you constructed it as you did.

2.  [Individual] You need to submit a two- to three-page self-assessment that evaluates what you’ve learned as a result of doing this project.  This can be somewhat informal; however, be sure you are specific about what you learned through your activism project.

3.  [Individual]  You need to submit a one-page response paper that evaluates the performance of the group.  You can write about the work you felt you contributed to the project and the work you felt other members contributed. Then, recommend to me how the final grade for this project should be divided.  That is, should everyone share the same grade?  Does someone deserve a higher grade for going above and beyond?  Does someone deserve a lower grade for slacking off?  I will take the recommendations of group members into consideration when I determine the group’s final grade. 

Keep in mind that each group member’s grade will be based on the need for and originality of the project, how effectively it was carried out, and the quality of your portfolio, your group presentation, and your individual assessment.

As you work on your presentation, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to e-mail me (rory.dicker@vanderbilt.edu). I am also holding office hours at the usual time (MW 2:30–3:30).  Remember that I am available at other times; feel free to make an appointment.

