
Vivian Gama, PhD
Assistant  Professor of Cell and Developmental Biology
Vanderbilt  School of Medicine

vivian.gama@vanderbilt.edu
615-875-9490
https://lab.vanderbilt.edu/gama-lab

Dr. Gama was born in Bogotá, 
Colombia where she did her 
undergraduate work at  the 
Universidad de Los Andes. Vivian 
received her Ph.D. in Pharmacology 
from Case Western Reserve 
University. She did her postdoctoral 
t raining with Dr. Mohanish 
Deshmukh at  the University of 
North Carolina at  Chapel Hill. She 
joined the faculty at  Vanderbilt  
University in 2015. Her laboratory 
has received funding from NCI/NIH, 
NIGMS/NIH, ABTA and the AHA.

"A non-apoptot ic funct ion of 
MCL-1 in promot ing pluripotency 
and modulat ing mitochondrial 
dynamics in stem cells,"  Stem Cell 
Reports, 10, Issue 3, p684?692, 
2018

" PARC/Cul9 Mediates the 
Degradat ion of 
Mitochondrial-released 
Cytochrome c,"  Science Signaling, 
7, ra67, 2014

" Human Embryonic Stem Cells 
have Const itut ively Act ive Bax at  
the Golgi and are Primed to 
Undergo Rapid Apoptosis,? Mol. 
Cell., 46: 573-583, 2012

K ey Publ ications

Biosk etch

" Tipping the balance in the pow erhouse of  
the cel l  to k i l l  brain tumors "

We conduct our research using an innovat ive int erdisciplinary approach  
that combines cellular, biological, and biochemical assays with 
state-of-the-art imaging, single cell analysis and quantitative data analysis. 
Our specif ic l ines of  research  are aimed to reveal:

- Novel m odulat ors of  st em  cell self -renewal and plur ipot ency

- Mechanism s by which mitochondrial network dynamics and function 
regulat e ear ly dif ferent iat ion (i.e. neuronal, cardiac) and hum an 
brain developm ent

- Ubiquit in-m ediat ed regulat ion of  ear ly dif ferent iat ion and 
hum an brain developm ent


