Master of Genetic Counseling
Vanderbilt Application Instructions/Tips
Go to https://apply.vanderbilt.edu/apply and create an account. If you have applied to Vanderbilt
previously you may use your previous log in.
Program Tab
To access the MGC application on the first page called “Program” select the following:
Area of Study:
Program:
Degree:
Term:

Medicine-Non MD
Master of Genetic Counseling
MGC
2021 Fall

There is no fee to apply for the MGC at Vanderbilt. However, you must apply to the Genetic Counseling
(GC) Admissions Match through National Matching Services (NMS) at
https://natmatch.com/gcadmissions/index.html as part of your application to any Genetic Counseling
training program.
After registering for the GC Admission Match, please provide your GC Admissions Match Number on the
“Genetic Counseling” tab of our application.
Personal Tab
Please ignore the “Financial Awards Section”.
Scholarship funds are not available to MGC students at this time.

Please note: Tuition and fees for the MGC Academic Year 2019-2020, will be approved by the VU
Board of Trust in the spring of 2019. The anticipated cost for tuition and fees in 2018-19 is about
$38,000.
Genetic Counseling Tab
When entering the prerequisite courses, please enter the most relevant course for each prerequisite. If
you are currently enrolled in the course, please enter your most recent grade. If you have questions
regarding a course you have/are taking counting as a prerequisite, please contact
mgc@vanderbilt.edu.
Applicants must upload a copy of your Resume/CV. Please include your prerequisite courses on this
document. If you have taken additional courses that fill the prerequisites, you may include them here as
well.
Academics Tab
When entering the institution(s) you have attended please designate the state your institution is located
which will prompt further specifics (ex. “United States- Tennessee” will then allow you to select a
Tennessee city in the City section).
If you are currently enrolled in an undergraduate or graduate program, please enter your expected
degree and most recent GPA.
Applicants must upload an unofficial copy of transcripts from current or prior undergraduate and
graduate work as part of their online application for admission. This will be used to pre-screen for
completion of prerequisites.
Students in the MCG program are required to submit an official transcript before February 15th,
documenting completion of their prerequisites and degrees.
To be considered official, a transcript must be sent directly from the institution to Vanderbilt University.
Official transcripts can be emailed through the school's secure electronic service to the email:
CDM@vanderbilt.edu or mailed to Vanderbilt Center for Data Management. All other transcripts are
considered unofficial.
Email:
CDM@vanderbilt.edu
Mail:
Center for Data Management
Vanderbilt University
PMB 407833
2301 Vanderbilt Place
Nashville, TN 37240-7833
Please be sure that any document you upload contains your full name and, in the case of transcripts,
the name of the institution.

Experiences Tab:
When listing your experience related to genetic counseling, choose the category (Employment,
Internship, Research or Other) which you think is the closest fit. Add shadowing experiences to
the internship category. Use the “other” category if you are uncertain.

Recommendations Tab
The required minimum number of recommendation letters is three, and maximum is
five. Make sure that your recommenders know you well enough to sell the "you" that exists
beyond what your scores and grades might tell us. These letters should tell us information that
cannot be gleaned by looking at other pieces of your application.
The preferred method for receiving recommendations is through the online process. The
recommender’s URL contains a short recommendation form that is only available online. After
filling out this short form, the recommender can upload a recommendation letter. You can
submit your application before we receive your recommendation letters.
If your recommender has some impediment to using the online process, and you feel strongly
about using this recommender, a recommendation letter may be mailed or emailed. Please
contact the program for instructions at mgc@vanderbilt.edu.

Test Scores Tab (Important update for students applying to enter the program Fall 2021)
To support prospective students and their families during the ongoing global pandemic,
Vanderbilt University MGC Program will not require scores from the GRE exams for students
applying to enter the Program in the Fall of 2021.
When applying to Vanderbilt, students will indicate on the application whether they wish to be
considered with or without GRE test scores. The applicant’s choice regarding test score
submission will not advantage or disadvantage the application review. The MGC Admissions
Committee will consider an applicant’s academic record, including rigor of coursework; GRE
scores (if submitted); essays; letters of recommendation; the breadth and depth of
extracurricular engagement; and other items submitted on a student’s behalf.
The Vanderbilt University Institution code for GRE scores is 1871.
We do not have a minimum GPA or GRE scores for admission to the MGC. We take a holistic
approach to ensure applicants are academically equipped to succeed in the MGC. Please note
that the Association for Genetic Counseling Program Directors (AGCPD) report following
characteristics of successful candidates:
The average (mean) GPA of admitted students is approximately 3.5 with GRE scores in
the 65-75% range (based on most recent data). As these are just averages, some
successful applicants have higher and lower GPA’s and GRE scores than these.
Technical Support
For questions about the graduate admissions web-based system, please
contact apply@vanderbilt.edu
For questions about the program, please email mgc@vanderbilt.edu
Status page
Once you have submitted your application, you will be able to view a status page to check if the
GRE scores, transcripts and letter of recommendation have been received. Here is an example
of a pretend student:

