PROMOTING SOCIAL SKILLS IN THE TIME OF SOCIAL DISTANCING:

LEARNING CENTERS

Learning centers are well-defined, open-ended interest areas that contain
materials across curriculum experiences. In centers, children have the
opportunity to make choices, develop problem solving skills, build on previous
experiences, sustained self-directed activity, and develop social skills with

peers and adults. Learning centers are full of opportunities to learn across
developmental domains both independently and with teacher support.
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See the pages that follow for tips on structuring centers in your classroom! BARTONLABVU@GMAIL.COM .
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What are best
practices?

Best practices
guide
practitioners by
considering what
we know about
how children
develop and learn;
strengths, needs,
and interests of
individual
children; and
social and cultural
contexts in which
children live.

See next page for tips on setting up materials in centers!

Consider these
recommended
practices as you
adapt centers.

(Kostelnik, 2019)
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https://cdn.vanderbilt.edu/vu-web/lab-wpcontent/sites/96/2020/02/04183850/positive-attention.pdf
https://cdn.vanderbilt.edu/vu-web/lab-wpcontent/sites/96/2020/02/04183850/positive-attention.pdf

Children should
be able to go to
multiple centers
and use a variety
of materials to
increase learning
across domains.

Here are some
ways you may do
this while
following safety
guidelines.

See next page for tips on materials in centers.
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Toys and materials >
facilitate learning i =88=
and social
opportunities.
Using toys while
playing with peers
is foundational for

developing social
skills.
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See next page for tips on safety expectations In centers. BARTONLABVU@GMAIL.COM
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Build safety
expectations into
daily behavior
expectations (ex:
"be safe" now
includes staying
far from your
friend) and remind
children of these
expectations and
how to engage in
expected
behaviors often.

-

- - - BARTON LAB E;
See next page for tips on visual supports In centers. BARTONLABVU@GMAIL.COM
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Visuals can be
helpful tools to
remind children of

1
expectations. In ( ‘
order to be s
effective, you

must teach,
review, and refer
to the visuals
often.

- . - BARTON LAB E;
See next page for tips on supporting students in centers. BARTONLABVU@GMAIL.COM
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Teachers should
support children's
learning in centers

by facilitating
learning
opportunities.

Give frequent
positive attention
and positive
descriptive
feedback often.
Use this time to
nurture positive
relationships with
children.
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See next page for additional resources. BARTONLABVU@GMAIL.COM __ o
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https://cdn.vanderbilt.edu/vu-web/lab-wpcontent/sites/96/2020/02/04183850/positive-attention.pdf
https://cdn.vanderbilt.edu/vu-web/lab-wpcontent/sites/96/2020/02/04182136/Positive-descriptive-feedback.pdf
https://cdn.vanderbilt.edu/vu-web/lab-wpcontent/sites/96/2020/10/13153427/Nurturing-relationships.pdf

EXPRESSING WARMTH AND
AFFECTION TO CHILDREN
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ACKNOW GING
CHIL N'S POSITIVE
BEHAVIORS

SUPPORTING FAMILIES,
EDUCATORS, AND CHILDREN
WITH DISABILITIES
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http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/briefs/handout12.pdf
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/briefs/wwb20.pdf
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/briefs/wwb_22.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/children-disabilities/coronavirus/services-children-disabilities

