Positive child-teacher relationships are important to young children's
social, emotional, and cognitive development. A secure child-teacher
relationship helps young children develop secure relationships with 1 \ l
peers and other adults. Building this relationship can also help reduce
the frequency of challenging behavior and increase young children's
engagement across contexts.
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See the pages that follow for tips on nurturing positive relationships with children! BARTONLABVU@GMAIL.COM _ ¥
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What is positive
attention?
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Positive atention Find out what Provide positive Provide positive Positive attention
can be any social kinds of attention attention to all attention does not need to
interaction children prefers-- children especially before be contingent on
children enjoy children might throughout the and during times the child doing
(ex: high fives, prefer smiles over day to support when challenging anything
playing, positive air high-fives, or development and behavior is likely
descriptive playing games engagement to occur
feedback) together over across activities
reading together and routines
See next page for tips on providing positive descriptive feedback! BARTON LAB V
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https://cdn.vanderbilt.edu/vu-web/lab-wpcontent/sites/96/2020/02/04183850/positive-attention.pdf

What is positive

descriptive
feedback?
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Positive When providing Pair positive Provide positive Use these
descriptive feedback, label descriptive descriptive sentence starters
feedback lets the behavior feedback with feedback during to vary your
children know children engage positive attention times when positive
the behaviors in that you want to increase the challenging descriptive
you want them to see again likelihood children behavior is likely feedback
to engage in will engage in that to occur
behavior in the
future
See next page for tips on providing honcontingent reinforcemnt! BARTON LAS g
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https://cdn.vanderbilt.edu/vu-web/lab-wpcontent/sites/96/2020/02/04182136/Positive-descriptive-feedback.pdf
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/modules-archive/module1/handouts/3.pdf

What is
noncontingent
reinforcement?
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Reinforcement
Noncontingent can be anything
reinforcement is children prefer-
when you do things you can provide a

for and with break from work,
children that they access to an item,
like without positive attention,
children having to etc.
do anything to get
it

Providing
noncontingent
reinforcement lets
children know you
are there to
support them and
help meet their
needs
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See next page for tips on engaging in reciprocal convsersations with children! BARTONLABVU@GMAIL.COM __ o
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What are
reciprocal
conversations?

Reciprocal
convsersations are
back-and-forth
vocal and non-
vocal interactions
between yourself
and children

See next page for tips on the importance of proximity and playing with the child!

Check in with
children often
about how they
are feeling and
talk about your
own emotions

Acknowledge all
communication
attempts children
make to increase
language
development

Actively listen to
children and
encourage them
to listen to you
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Respond to
children's
interactions by
imitating, making
eye contact, using a
positive tone,
acknowledging
facial expressions
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What is proximity
and play time?

Proximity and
play time
involves being
close to children
while interacting
with them and
engaging in
activities that
they enjoy

See next page for tips on hvaing represtantive classroom materials and media!

Interact with
children close to
them and on
their level to
promote joint
attention
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Join in children's
play and follow
their lead by
imitating their
play actions and
expanding on
their play
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Play is a form of Play with many
positive children across the
attention and day to increase
can be used as engagement and let
noncontingent them know you are
reinforcement there to support
them
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https://cdn.vanderbilt.edu/vu-web/lab-wpcontent/sites/96/2020/02/04183301/Playing-with-Your-Child.pdf

What is
represenation?

Representation
involves having a
diverse collection
of materials and

NECIERGEL
represent the
children in your
classroom.

See next page for resources on nurturing positive child-teacher relationships
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Representation
in media and
materials helps
children develop
positive self-
identities
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Look at your class
materials (ex: books,
pictures, toys) to
check for
representation
across race,
ethnicity, disability,
family structure, etc.

Consider each
child's cultural,
linguistic, and
ethnic
background

=0
Reflect on your
implicit biases to
ensure you are
being responsive
to each child
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https://cdn.vanderbilt.edu/vu-web/lab-wpcontent/sites/96/2020/06/28163314/AAR6_-Using-media-to-support-conversations.pdf
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SUPPORTING FAMILIES,
EDUCATORS, AND CHILDREN

WITH DISABILITIES
BARTON LAB Y
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http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/briefs/handout12.pdf
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/briefs/wwb20.pdf
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/briefs/wwb_22.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/children-disabilities/coronavirus/services-children-disabilities

