
REVIEW ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS
Peabody College at Vanderbilt University is a top ranked school of education, with
requirements that vary across programs. While there is no minimum GPA
requirement, applicants with a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher from their
undergraduate studies will be given stronger consideration. All Master’s and Ed.D.
applicants must have a bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited institution.

All prospective students are encouraged to begin their application early.
However, you don't need to have all of your materials ready to begin your
application. We encourage you to submit your application form as soon as
possible and submit your remaining materials as they are available. Be sure to
submit your form and all materials before the published deadlines.

Applicant tip: For additional support on submitting your application, check
out our How to Apply Page!

CONTACT YOUR RECOMMENDERS
Each of our programs requires a minimum of two letters of recommendation (the
Ed.D. requires three) as part of your application package. 

Be sure to select your recommenders carefully. Pay attention to specific
instructions from your intended program and select someone who can speak
directly to those items. If your program does not provide specific instructions,
select recommenders who can speak to your work professionally. This can
include professors, colleagues, managers, etc.

Once you input their names in our application system, they will receive an email
to submit their letter. It is important that the email they receive from Peabody
College is not their first notice of supplying a letter for you.

Thank you for considering Vanderbilt Peabody College! We are passionate about investing in
inspired leaders like you, and look forward to reviewing your application. As you begin, please

use this checklist as a helpful guide through the process. 

Application Checklist for 
Master’s and Ed.D. Students

https://peabody.vanderbilt.edu/how-to-apply/


INVEST IN YOUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
Your statement of purpose should clearly explain who you are, your academic and
professional background, and your interests and motivations for applying to
Peabody College. Keep in mind that some programs may ask specific questions
that you need to answer thoroughly in your statement.

When making final admissions decisions, the Peabody College admissions
committee looks for a well-rounded and well-researched statement purpose, and
is interested in identifying candidates who are a strong fit for their intended
program. A well-crafted statement of purpose that articulates your alignment
with your program can be a critical factor in being admitted. 

Applicant tip: Personal statements are typically two pages, double-spaced in
length. Always proofread this part of your application and consider asking
someone you trust to review it as well.

Applicant tip: Unofficial transcripts may be accepted for the application 
process. We encourage you to start your application as soon as possible. 

START YOUR APPLICATION
Gather all required documents and materials specified for your chosen program.
Remember that it is highly encouraged to open an application, even if you don’t
have all the materials required. 

All applicants will be asked to provide: 

Academic History and Official Transcripts 
Relevant Experience (Resume/CV)
Letters of Recommendation 

2 References for Master’s Programs
3 References for Ed.D. Programs 

Statement of Purpose 

CONSIDER YOUR TEST SCORES
The GRE is optional for Peabody master’s programs, but you are encouraged to
submit your scores if you have taken the exam. For the Ed.D. program, we
strongly recommend that you submit scores from the GRE to improve your
likelihood of admission.
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SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION
Applications must be completed and submitted in full to be considered.
Applications will be reviewed as space is available.

Our priority deadline is January 3. All applications submitted by the priority
deadline will receive decisions in early-mid February.

Our secondary deadline is February 3. Applications submitted after February 3
are considered on a rolling basis as space and funds are available. 

Applicant tip: There is no fee to apply for Peabody College’s Master’s 
or Ed.D. programs.

If you have any questions, please contact:
peabody.admissions@vanderbilt.edu

Start or Complete Your
Application Here
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