Finding Patterns Instructional Script – 3rd-6th Grade
Section 1: (p. 1)
You’ll have 5 minutes to work on this first page.  We just want to see how you try to figure it out, and it’s ok if you are not sure.  Please show all your work. Raise your hand if you have a question.

The question is: 
Suppose you were at a dog shelter and you wanted to count all the dog eyes you saw. If there was one dog, how many eyes would there be? What if there were two dogs? Three dogs? 14 dogs? 100 dogs?  Fill in the table:

The first column shows the number of dogs and the second column shows the number of eyes.  After you fill in the table, then do part b) 
Do you see a relationship between the number of dogs and the total number of eyes? How would you describe this relationship? 
Don’t forget to try part b.  Stop when you are done and wait to go on to the next page. 

Set timer for 5 minutes. Circulate and encourage children to try.  Make sure they don’t forget to try part b.
Section 2: (pp. 2-4)
You’ll have 10 minutes to work on the next 3 pages.  Some of the questions get pretty hard and are usually done by older kids, so don’t worry if you don’t understand them all. 

On some problems, you are told a rule used in the table, and on other problems you need to figure out what the rule is.  You may use a calculator. Let’s look at #2.


Problem 2 says: Fill in the missing numbers in this table:  

At the top, it tells you the rule is subtract 6, and shows you some examples of using this rule.  You should use the rule to fill in the missing numbers in the table.  There is a new rule for problem 3.  When you get to the stop sign, stop working.  Ok, you should start working on #2.
Set timer for 10 minutes. Circulate and encourage children to try.  
When helping students, read the problem to the student and point to the relevant columns when you are talking about them (e.g., when say column A, point to column A, and  run your finger down the column vertically.)

#6 & 7, with equations might very unfamiliar to younger students; encourage students to look at them, but fine to write question mark (important students are exposed to these problems).

Section 3 (pp. 5-8)
You all are doing a great job working on these – I know some of the problems things you’ve never seen before.  Now I want you to try some new problems.  You’ll have 15 minutes to work on this last section.  On the next three problems, you should read the problem, fill in the missing values in the tables, and then answer the two questions about the tables.  If you get stuck, it’s good to write a question mark and move on to the next part.

Set timer for 15 minutes. Circulate and encourage children to try. 
When only 3 minutes remain, announce: 

The problems on the last page are easier, so if you haven’t gotten to the last page yet, finish up what you are doing and then try #11 and #12 on the last page.
Prep: Write 23 + 6 = 29 and 2 x 3 = 6 on the board





I want to talk to you about some different things in math today.  I want to make sure you know this is not a test.  I just want to see how you think about some different things in math. Some of the questions are supposed to be difficult because we are giving this to older students too, so if you’re not sure about something just make your best guess. If you’re really not sure, it’s ok to write a question mark and move on. 





Please start by writing your name and grade in the blanks on the first page.





(If the teacher says they are unfamiliar with calcs) I’m going to show you how to use this calculator.


- To do 23 + 6, you press the 2, the 3, the + sign, the 6 and the equal sign.  You see that 23 + 6 is 29.


- You need to press the orange “on” key to clear the calculator for the next problem. 


- To do 2 times 3, you press the 2, the times sign, the 3, and the equal sign.  You see that 2 x 3 is 6.


- You can use the calculator while you work on the packet.





We are going to go through this packet in a limited amount of time. Please listen carefully when I give directions so you can stay in the right place.  Sometimes, we’ll have to go sort of fast. It’s ok if you don’t get to answer all of the questions. 





This packet is broken into 3 sections, and we are going to time each section.  When you get to a stop sign, please don’t go on.  You may look back at your answers or draw or sit quietly. 





(Notes:  If kids have questions, rephrase it once and then tell them to put a question mark if they aren’t sure.  It is ok if kids work ahead on their own – you don’t have to stop them)





During class administration walk around and check that students aren’t getting stuck











