
VANDERBILT 
Blair School o/Music Office of the Dean 

June 22, 2026 

Dear Blair First-Year Students, 

Welcome to the Blair School of Music and Vanderbilt University! We are delighted you will be joining 

the Blair community this fall. You should have received an email from Blair Admissions to set up your 

academic advising appointments. Be sure to check your Vanderbilt email regularly because you will 

receive information about next steps pertaining to enrollment, move-in, etc. If you have questions 

regarding advising and course enrollment, Assistant Dean Brian Utley can be reached at 

brian.utley@Vanderbilt.Edu. 

One of the most important things you can do is thoroughly read through the most recent version of the 

Blair Student Handbook, which is available on the student resources page on the Blair website. This guide 

will answer many of your questions both now and during all your student years at Vanderbilt. In addition, 

the VU Undergraduate Catalog, which contains official degree requirements and academic policies, is 

available online in YES, and the Enrollment Bulletin is an excellent source of academic, registration, 

financial, and other important information. It's also helpful to view our page that references frequently 

asked questions. 

Beginning fall semester 2026, all Blair students will be expected to own a portable music stand for 

personal use in classrooms, practice rooms, and dorm rooms. Music stands in the Blair School of Music 

will be secured and not available to students outside of concert halls, ensemble rehearsal rooms and some 

large classrooms. This equipment is considered required supplies for a music student and should be 

included in the personal allowance/books and equipment designation for financial aid and indirect 

university costs. 

Each of you will be mentored by an experienced Blair student, known as a SEGUE mentor, who will help 

you this summer, during fall orientation, and throughout your first year. Your SEGUE mentor will reach 

out to you this summer. Be sure to check your Vanderbilt e-mail for their messages. 

I look forward to meeting all of you this fall. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us. 

Have a fabulous and relaxing summer! 

Best wishes, 

,� Dr. Michael Slayton 

Professor of Composition 

Senior Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education 

Blair School of Music 

2400 Blakemore Ave. 

Nashville, TN 37212 

T 615-343-1222 

https://cdn.vanderbilt.edu/vu-sub/wp-content/uploads/sites/279/2025/07/30160434/Blair_Student_Handbook_2025-26.pdf
https://blair.vanderbilt.edu/student-resources/
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/catalogs/kuali/undergraduate-26-27.php#/home
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/enrollmentbulletin/
https://blair.vanderbilt.edu/faqs/



