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The Moral Leadership Student Fellowship has been a keystone initiative of the Cal Turner Program for Moral Leadership in the Professions at Vanderbilt University for over twenty years. It convenes students from across our professional landscape for an academic year of cocurricular engagement with each other and practices of moral reflection and inquiry.
About the Student Fellowship
· 3 fellows each school – 7 professional schools (Divinity, Nursing, Medicine, Peabody, Law, business management, Engineering)
· 1 traditional academic year (Fall and Spring)
· 14 meetings (or so) (mainly Fridays, noon to 2pm—schedule given with acceptance letter)
· 1 weekend retreat in mid-September
Requirements of the Student Fellowship 
· Must be a student in good academic standing; enrolled as a student for the entire year of the fellowship, able to attend meetings in-person; Medical students must be rising 3rd or 4th years
· Must attend weekend retreat, in 2026: Friday, Sept. 11th at 5 pm to Sunday, Sept. 13th at 1 pm 
· Must achieve 2/3rds attendance at meetings to receive $750 stipend each semester (or be excused)
· Attempts at doing the reading assigned each gathering (sent via email)
· Must do other assignments, respond to emails, and notify when going to be absent
· Must meet with moral inquiry group in addition to spring sessions, present findings at final luncheon
Benefits of the Fellowship
· Gain moral perspective, literacy, capability
· Learn about other professions and how to collaborate with them
· Develop friendships and support systems
· Receive custom jacket, journals, books
· Eat fabulous meals from diverse Nashville every session
· Earn $750 stipend at end of each semester
· All expenses-paid weekend retreat at Evin’s Mill

How to Apply
Please submit the following materials in one document with name and school listed in file name:
· Cover Letter
· Resume
· 500-word essay covering: 
· What is your professional moral concern?
· What can be done about it with your professional knowledge, tools, skills?
· Why is it your particular concern (what about your life has made it meaningful to you)?
· Finalists may receive a zoom interview 
· Due March 1, 2026, via email to laine.c.walters.young@vanderbilt.edu; applications will be reviewed as they are received—early submission is encouraged to help our small review team!
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