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What are the margins?

● Have you ever written a paper?
● Definitions can be confusing and unclear

○ On the Margin
○ Outside the Margin
○ In the Margin

● So What?
● What is the existential crisis?
● Why is this relevant in the prison system?



Incarceration Rates

In 2021, the US had an 
incarceration rate of 664 
individuals per 100,000. 

The incarceration rate of the 
state of TN specifically was 838, 
ranking the 11th highest state.

World Population Review. (2023). Incarceration Rates by Country.
 https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/incarceration-rates-by-country
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Law
How do lawyers provide hope in the margins of the prison system?
● Be there
● Come back
● Listen 



Law
Who is doing this groundwork? 



Counseling
How do counselors provide hope in the margins of the prison system?

Ring, K. & Gill, M. (2017). Using time to reduce crime: Federal prisoner survey results show ways to reduce 
recidivism. FAMM. https://www.prisonpolicy.org/scans/famm/Prison-Report_May-31_Final.pdf



Counseling
How do counselors provide hope in the margins of the prison system?

National Institute of Mental Health. (2021). Mental Illness. NIH. 
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/statistics/mental-illness



Founded in ‘84, they were the first agency in TN to implement the 
Individual Placement and Support Model.
They offer emerging adult, homeless outreach, and several therapy services.

Founded in ‘93, they offer emergency psychiatric services, substance 
abuse treatment, pharmacy & clinic access to children, teens, and adults, 
which includes individual and group therapy.

Community-Based Non-Profits 

Counseling
Who is doing this groundwork?



Counseling
Who is doing this groundwork?

Founded in 2020, The Behavioral Care Center is a 
state-licensed adult supportive treatment 
facility in the Davidson County Sheriff’s Office. 



Medicine
How do doctors provide hope in the margins of the prison system?
- About 50% of incarcerated persons have some form of substance use disorder
- 5% of people with opioid use disorder in jail or prison receive medication-assisted 

treatment (MAT)
- 12x more likely to die of opioid overdose upon release (vs. average population)
- Overdose is leading cause of death in this population 

Doctors can provide MAT for incarcerated individuals with opioid use disorder 
→ reduce rates of overdose-related deaths upon release

Criminal Justice DrugFacts. (2022). National Institute on Drug Abuse. 
How is opioid use disorder treated in the criminal justice system? (2021). National Institute on Drug Abuse.

Green, et al. (2018). JAMA Psychiatry.



Medicine
Who is doing this groundwork?

Recovery Court Participant Handbook. (2021). Rutherford County, Tennessee 16th Judicial District Recovery Court.
Stephen Loyd, MD. (2021). Dr. Stephen Loyd.

What a Substance Use Treatment Center Medical Director Learned from His Recovery. (2020). Policy Research Associates.
MAT/MOUD Advocacy Toolkit. (2022). Legal Action Center.

Stephen Loyd, MD Legal Action Center Rutherford County Recovery Court



Divinity

“Before you call yourself a Christian, Buddhist, Muslim, Hindu or any other theology, learn to be 
human first.” - Shannon L. Alder



Divinity

19 Potiphar was furious when he heard his wife’s story about how Joseph had treated her. 20 So he took Joseph and 
threw him into the prison where the king’s prisoners were held, and there he remained.  21 But the LORD was with 

Joseph in the prison and showed him his faithful love. And the LORD made Joseph a favorite with the prison warden.

 - Genesis 39:19-21



Divinity

Genesis 39: What is the text demonstrating?

- Injustice is pervasive
- Faith & Hope reside in the dark
- Circumstances do not erase gifting / talents / skills
- Champions are a prerequisite for overcoming marginalization



Divinity

14 Pharaoh sent for Joseph at once, and he was quickly brought from the prison. After he shaved and changed his 
clothes, he went in and stood before Pharaoh. 15 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream last night, and no one 

here can tell me what it means. But I have heard that when you hear about a dream you can interpret it.”

 - Genesis 41:14-15



Divinity

WHO AMONG YOU IS A CHAMPION?



Summary of resources for providing hope in the margins of the prison system


