
Page 1 of 1 
 

Education Policy Research Papers of 
Robert P. Strauss 
 
November 12, 2008 
 
Home Page: 
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/ 
 
Academic CV:  
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/vita_10_22_08.pdf 
 
Papers on Education and Education Policy: 
 
"Education Policy Research and Professional Training 
at SUPA and the Heinz School"  
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/robert_p_strauss_edpolicy_2_22_07.pdf 
 
 
Technical paper demonstrating that a 1% improvement in General 
Knowledge NTE scores raises mid 1990’s student test scores 10% 
"Should Teachers Know or Know How to Teach?"  
with William B. Vogt  
4/18/06 Revised Version of March 22, 2002 Paper  
American Educational Finance Association  
Annual Research Conference  
Cincinnati, Ohio 
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/sv_4_18_06.pdf 
 
Fixing What's Broken: An Agenda for Education Reform in Pennsylvania  
Revised July 27, 2005 
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/ed_reform_7_27_05.pdf 
 
 
"The Mayor as Superintendent in Pittsburgh"  
The Impossible Dream or  
Every Taxpayer and School Child's Nightmare?  
Streaming Video Presentation  
Bloomberg's Education Reforms in New York City: An Assessment 
The Brookings Institution  
Washington, D.C.  
June 1, 2005 
http://www.forumsondemand.com/brookings_2005/brown/20050601_strauss.wvx 
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A very serious, comparative legal analysis of corporate and school governance. 
"Improving Public Education through Strengthened Local Control"  
with Roger T. Severino,  
American Education Finance Association  
30th Annual Conference 
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/severino_strauss_final_april_2005.pdf 
 
The Market for Substitute Classroom Teachers in South West Pennsylvania  
Robert P. Strauss, and David A. Strauss  
July, 2003 
 
The Preparation and Selection of  
Public School Administrators in Pennsylvania 
Supply and Demand the Effects on Student Achievement 
American Educational Finance Association 
Sheraton World Resort 
Orlando, Florida 
March 29, 2003 
 
 
"Reforming School Finance in Pennsylvania 
Increasing State Taxes to: 
Cut Local School Real Estate Taxes or 
Cut Local School Reach Estate Taxes AND 
Improve Student Learning? 
Testimony before the Select Committee on  
Public School Funding 
Pennsylvania General Assembly 
October 10, 2001  
Armstrong-Indiana Intermediate Unit  
Indiana, Pennsylvania 
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/special_committee_shorta_10_10_01.doc 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 3 of 3 
 

 
An earlier testimony on school finance repairs in Pa.  
"School Finance Reform in Pennsylvania: Increasing State Taxes to:  
Cut Local School Real Estate Taxes,  
or  
Cut Local School Real Estate Taxes and  
Enable More School Board Spending  
or  
Cut Local School Real Estate Taxes and  
Improve Student Learning?  
Testimony before the Pennsylvania  
State Board of Education  
September 13, 2001  
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/stboard2.pdf 
 
"Distributional and Economic Effects 
of Pennsylvania's Local Property Taxes"  
Testimony before the Pennsylvania Senate Education Committee,  
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,  
Room 8EB, Capitol East Wing, 1-5PM  
March 22, 2000 
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/pasenate.pdf 
 
"Achievement, Post-Secondary Educational Aspirations, and 
Peer Pressure in Three Urban School Districts."  
with John Bishop, Susan McElroy, and Alicia Powers  
Outline and Tables of Paper Presented at  
25'th Annual Conference 
American Education Finance Association 
Austin-Marriott 
Austin, Texas 
March 10, 2000 
 
Systemic School Reform in Pennsylvania:  
A Policy Proposal for Grades 1-8  
August 28, 1999 
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/memo1a.html 

Who Gets Hired to Teach?  
The Case of Pennsylvania.  
in Marci Kanstoroom and Chester E. Finn, Jr. (editors)  
Better Teachers, Better Schools.  
(Washington, D.C.: Fordham Foundation Press, July, 1999), pp. 175-201. 

http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/fordham.pdf 
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A Reverse Engineering Approach to Improving Teacher Quality:  
The Hiring Decision and State Laws Governing  
School Board Conduct and Ethics  
Testimony before the Committee on Education and the Workforce  
Subcommittee on Postsecondary Education, Training, and Life-Long Learning  
U.S. House of Representatives, May 13, 1999  
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/housed99.pdf 

Improving Teacher Preparation and Selection: Lessons from the Pennsylvania 
Experience  
with Lori Bowes, Mindy Marks, and Mark Plesko  
 Economics of Education Review  
April 25, 1999  

http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/eer99wk.doc 

 
The monograph for the Pa. State Board 
Teacher Preparation and Selection in Pennsylvania:  
Ensuring High Performance Classroom Teachers for the 21st Century  
Report's Tables and Appendices  
A Research Report to the Pennsylvania State Board of Education  
with Lori R. Bowes, Mindy S. Marks, and Mark R. Plesko  
July 15, 1998 (ERIC Number TM029186). 
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/root98.pdf 
 
"Who Should Teach in Pennsylvania's Public Schools?"  
Modeling Teacher Supply and Demand, Curricula, &  
High School Seniors' Post-Secondary Plans" 
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/report1993.pdf 
 
 


