
MUSICALTERMS

Italian:

a tempo-------
accelerand

-------- at the performers dlscretlon
------at the precedlng rate ofspeed

becomlng faster
adagio----------- slowly, lelsurely
afrettuoso wlth emotlon, passlon, feellng, tenderness
affretare---------- to hasten
agevole------------ llghtly
a -- agltated

to the Codaal coda------------
alla breve--------
alla marcla-------
alla polacca------

------ equlvalent to 2-2 time
- In the stvle ofa march

---- In the style of a polacca
growlng slower - allarg.

slacklng speed
nlmbly, llghtly, vivaclously

moderately fast, between andante & allegro
Ilvel% brlsk, rapld (but not as fast as presto)

;;,;;,;;;l;;;;;-.;;;;;;;#1"#:;
a llttle faster than andante

wlth lncreasing animatlon, growlng llveller
--- with animatlon, sDlrlt

wlth passlon
song, tune or melody

allargando-
allargare----------
allegrament
allegretto----------
allegro--------
amoroso
andante
andantl
anlmando---------
anlmato

arla----
appasslonato

assal--
---go on to the next

--------------------very
movementwithout breakattacca---

ben well

€adenza
calmato
cantabll
cantan

bdllante--------- - bdlliant, show sparkllng
nery

bravura--- --------- llterally "courage"; denotes greatest ease in
conquering technlcal dfncultles

elaborate passage played by a solo perfomer
----------- with calm; calm, tranqullly

slngable, in a slnglng orvocalstyle
slnglng; smooth and nowing

cantato------ sung



coda-------------------- a passage endlng a movement
before, as at llrst

-- easy, lelsurelyr at a convenlent pace
come pnma------
comodo-
con-
con antma wlth anlmatlon (same as anlmato)
con ---wlth flre and splrlt
con cal wlth warmth
con eleganza----- ------wlth elegance;a gracefitl, reflned style
con espresslo expresslon (same as expresslvo)
con grazla-------- ------------with grace (same as grazloso)
con leggereza---------- -- wlth llghtness (llghtly and brlskly)
con moto----------- ------ wlth motlon. wlt h anlmated and energetlc movement
con passlone- wlth passion
con sentimento--- -----with feellng
con sordlno------- -------wlth mute
corto-----------
crescendo - increaslng In loudness (cresc )

da capo al flne--------------------: repeat trom beglnnlng to the end (DC al ine)
dal segno al flne-- from the slgn to the end (DS alffne)
declso declded, with energy
decrescendo------ --- decreaslng In loudness
dlmlnuendo------------- ------ dlmlnlshlng In loudness (dim)
dolce--------------- -------sweetly
dolclssimo--------

short

-- very sweetly
---------after

doppio------ ----------- double
dopplo valore----- twlce as slow (the absolute tlme-value ofthe notes ls doubled)
alramatico dramatlc stvle

----- and
energlco-------- with energy and declslon
espressivo

wlldly, fl errely, vehemently

-- expresslvely

-------- boldly

faclle-------------- easy, wlthout straln
-pompous, statelyfasto

neramento
fl

teartul,
end, close
mournfulnebll

frenetlc trantlc
frrnebre------ ------- mournful, dlrle llke



playtully, merrlly
glusto----------- strlct, exact
expnesslvo ---wlth grandeur, maJestlcally
grave- heaw slow, serious
grazloso--------- ------grncetully, eleganfly
gmttesco ----- grotesque, comlc

lmpefl oso----------------
lmpetuoso--------
Incalzando---
Intermezzo

langu
larganment

haughty, lofty
---- impetuous, vehement

purjulng hotly, growlng more vehement
---a plece played between the acts

------- languishlng, plalntlve
--largely, broadly

llght, alry
------ slowly

lentissimo-
slow, between andante and largo

------veryslowly

------- the same

lento-----
llberamente------ ---------fireely, boldly
l'lstesso-------
lontano far away

mournfullugubre--------------
lunga---------------- --------long, sustalned, prolonged

largo------------- -----{low and very broad
larghetto-------------------{omewhat more rapld than largo, nearty andan no
larghlssimo slow and very broad
legato------------ ------in a smooth, connected manner
leggleramente----------- llghtly

lentamente-----------

-----but

marcatlsslmo-----
marcato

maestoso-------- mAJestlc, dlgnlfled
very marcato

marked, wlth dlstlnctness and emphasls
martlal, warllke

------not so fast
halfsoft (less than mezzo forte)

marz lal
meno mosso---
mezzo plano

moderato-------------
molto-----------------
morendo-----------------
mosso-----------
non-------

mlnuet
at a moderate rate ofspeed

very much
dylnq away

moved; standlng alone means same as con moto
---- not

nuovo------------- new



ossal

Passlonato-------
pesante--
piu-------

or else

plu mosso-

passlonately;same as con passlone
------- heaw' ponderous, flrm vlgorous

more;when standlng alone mosso In lmplled
----------faster, more moved

poco----- ------------- llttle
poco a poco------ -- ltttle by little

lmplles poco plu mosso: a little fasterPoco Piu----------
pol ----- then;thereafter

a oolonalse
pompously; In a majestlc, dlgnlied stylepomposo-

portamento------ - a smooth gliding from one tone to another,
actually soundlng the Intermedlate tones

preclpitato--- ---impetuoslty
prestlsslmo very rapldly
presto---- ---------- fast; faster than allegro

quasl----- ---- as if, nearly, approachlng

rallentando ------------- growlng slower and slower (rall)
recltato--- recltatlve; declamatory style, h'ee ln tempo
rlnforzando---------------- wlth special emphasls; a sudden Increase in loudness

throughout a phrase or short passage (rlno
risoluto---------- -------in a resolute, vlgorous, declded style
rltadando---- growlng slower and slower (rlt)
rltenuto---------- --help back;at a steady rate ofspeed (rlten)
rltmlco rhvthmlcal
rubato dwelllng upon promlnent melody tones

scherzando --------------- In a playtul manner, llghtly andJestlngly
scherzo---------- ---------a Joke, Jest; a humorous character

audlble. sensltlve
sempne------- always, contlnually, throughout

--------------wlthout
sordlno---------- -------- mute
s€reoo tranqull
sfo12ando----- wlth speclal stress or, marked and sudden emphasls
simlle------------------------- slmllarly, continue performance In the same style

-------------to, up to, as far as, till
-dylng away (smorz)smorzando

solenne--- solemn



sosten
squilla

uto-------------- sustalned, prolonged

---ofa march

too, too much

veloce----*---------rapld, swlft; often means that a passage ls to be performed
faster than those before and after, then belng the opposlte
of rltenuto

vlgorose--------- -----wlth vlgorand energy
vfuace----- lvely, anlmated, brlsk equallng or exceedlng allegro
vtuacissimo-------- ---------------very ltuely
vivo-- ----* llvely, splrtted, brlskly

-- r€sonantly, rlnging, plerclng
sta€catlsslmo-------- -------- vetry detached
staccato- deta€hed, separated
stentando---- --delaylng, retardlng, dragglng
stesso tempo---- same tempo
strepltoso--- ------------in noisy, boisterous, lmpetuous style
stretto----------- --------pressed together, narrowed; huffled
stringen hastening, acceleratlng the movement

(usually suddenly and wlth a crescendo)
sublto suddenly, wlthout pause (strlng)

tanto rapldo----- rapld as posslble
tempestuoso------------ ormily, passlonately, lmpetuously
tempo-- tlme, rate ofspeed
tempo dl----------- ---ln the movement

glgue-- of a glgue
marcla-
mazurka------ -of mazurka
valse of a walE

tempo prlmo at the orlglnal pace
tenuto-- , sustained for tull time-value
thema- --theme
tranqulllo-------- --tranqullly, quietly, calmly
trattenuto--------- held bacK retarded (tratt)
tr€molo---- a qulverlng, flutterlng


