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M ichaelBemhard Los Anceks, first d by Ronall Rogowski, then by M iram
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prevaknt i m any professonal and other volntary assocatons,
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N ewcktter ediorship, or cgks of our years. The sslkction
comm ttee awarded the ediorshp for the next gk t© a team

Copyrght2002 Am erican PoliticalScience A ssocation.
Publiched w ith the fnancilassidance ofthe
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from the D eparm ent of G overnm ent and Intemational Studis at
the Uniersty of Notre Dame. The team willbe Ed for the first
two yearsbyM ithaelCoppedoe and AnthonyM essna and then by
ScottM ahwarhg and Anthony M essha. They are poied t© buid
upon the tradiion of highdevel sthobrly debate and have begun
work on ther fit ise, dewoted t© the topic Brigng the
Q ualiativeQ uantatve D vie. Letm e welom e the new team and
thank them forthetrwillingnessto take on this in portanttask.

Professional Cancems: G raduate Student T'aining, the Pxoblem of
D alaand the In portance of FEH W ork

Conthuiy i the hallmark of one of our key professonal
concems, the gpproprae nature of the tahihg of grduate
gudents. This concem, of coure, i htnaely Inked to the
question of the kind of ressarch that is valued by the profession.
W e woul all ke to trai our sudents t© becom e contrbutors ©
the most hihly valued kind of resarch. Yet, the question of
valuation of different kinds of research has been contentious. Tn
particulr, the valie of field ressarch has been quegtoned nn
connection wih a generalized attack on a veguely defined notion of
Yarea sudies!” Ik i not my htentbn here © mwview the “area
gudies’ debate! Rather, I woull Ike to dentfy what I see as
hopefiil sons of an em erghg consenaus around the valie of
different kinds of research, abne or 1 com biation, and t© draw
out the Inpliatbns of this emergng consnsis for gaduate
gudent ttaihing 1 general and the valie of fied research 1
partcukbr.

In 1995,W orld Poliics publihed a sym posim on “The Rok
of Theory Ih Comparatie Poliics’ ol 48, No. 1), wih
contrbutbns from  Peter Evens, Peter Katzensen, Adam
Przeworski, Sussnne H oeberRudolh, &Em esC . Scottand Theda
Skogpol In his concludig essy, Atul Kohli outlhed three
Inporant arras of agreement among this dierse st of
contrbutors. (1) Com paratve politcs i problm driven; tecks o
understand phenom ena of In portance 1 the rwalword. @) The
sarch for underdanding entails an effort © dewebp causal
explnations and genemalizations of the cbserved rehtondhips ©
other cases, whith requires theory buiding. @) In the seaxch for
theoretically nfom ed undersanding of in portant phenom ena,
sgholbrsuse nducde and deductive stategies and m acro orm 1o
Ewrek of analysis, wihout beihg abk to m ake any vald chin s for
exclisive ussfihess of one or the other.

Fie years Bter, at the Bt APSA M eetings, paralkel conclisins
were rmrached by a mundEbke on ‘W hat do we know 1
com parative poliis, and how do we know i1?” The particants
RobertBates, D avid Laith, M argpret Levi, Stiney T anow , Theda
Skogpoland I) cam e from diverse research traditonsand reviewed
know kdcee 11 differentareas of com parative polidcs, yetagreed that
know ledae hasbeen generated by three types ofwork : com paratie
histormal gudes, quantatie analyses and form al m odeling.

(Continued on page27)
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News& N otes

N ew Address forN ewsktterW ebsie
The newsktter's websie will shortly be m oving fiom  is previbus
hom e atUCLA to htp y/Avww nd edu/~ apsacp.

Armmouncam entofN om inations forN ew O ficers2002-04

The Sectbn’s nom hatons comm iHee has nom hated Kathy
Theln and Pradesp Chhiber to ssrve as attroe m em bers of the
Executive Comm tee £1r2002-2004.

Com parative Politics Section Awards

The 2002 Sage Award forbestpaper In the field of com parative
politcs, presented at the 2001 AnnualM eeting, has been awarded
o EmesG bon, W ashigon Uniersty, or 'D ces Tth Lead t©
Reconciletion? Teddng the Causal Assum ptons of the South
Africen Trth and Reconciletion Process!” H onowbE m entons
went o Carks Boix and Luis G ariano, ‘D em ocacy, hequality,
and Country-Specific W ealth,” and Robert Kaufman and A kx
SequraUb¥rrop, ‘G kbalization, Domedic Poliis, and Socil
Spending In Latnh Amera: A TineSeres CrossSecton
Analysis” The Award Comm itee consiged of Duane Swank
chat), Bemi G rofm an and K en Rcberts.

The 2002 Luebbert Award for best artice 1 com pamatie
politics published fn 20002001 was awarded to Guilemo A.
O Domnell, Notre D am e Uniersty, or ‘D em ocracy, Law, and
Compamatie Politis” publhed 1 Studies 1 Com pamtie
IntemationalD evelopm ent, Vol 36 No. 1 Spring 2001), pp. 736.
H onorabk m entons went to M thael L. Ross, ‘D oes O i1H hder
D em octacy?” W ord Politics Vol 53 April2001),pp.325-61,and
A cutosh Varshney, ‘“Ethnic Conflict and C il Sockety: Indi and
Beyond,” W ord Politics Vol 53 @Aprl 2001), pp. 362-98.The
Comm Hee was m ade up of Tnathan H arthn hat), Gary Cox
and M erxdih W oo-Cumm igcs.

The 2002 Dam Set Award went t© M hael Alarez,
D= Antonb Cheiub, Femando Lin ongiand Adam Przeworski
orthe ACLP Political and Econom © D atgbase offen referred to
as the 'D em ocracy and D evelopm ent D ata Set”’). The Comm itee
consised of Akx H iks (hal), M thael Bratton and M ichell

Seligzon . %
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C&M
Com m ittee on Conceptsand M ethods

www conceptsm ethodsorg

The Com m itee on Conceptsand M ethods (C&M ) of the htemationa 1Politica1SciEnce
Asochtion, hogsed at FLACSO M exio, drivesto prom ote m ethodobgialdisussibn that takes
serbudl both concept analysisand qualiative m ethods. Ealo worksasa Rehted Group of
APSA .Iswebste Www concepts-m ethodsorg) opensup hnovative opportuniies for
m ethodobgimldebate 1 polidalstence.

Award forConceptual hnovation n Dem ocratic Studies
The C&M Award for Conceptual Ihnovatibn i Dem ocatic Studies rewards conceptual work of
excelence 11 the com parative sudy of dem ocracy and dem ocratization. The aw ard w illbe given every

three yearsat the PSA W ord Congress, begimng 11 dily 2003 .Any category of form alpublication m ay
be subm ited.

Strategies for Field Ressarch
AtAPSA 2002 nBoston, C&M w illgponsora short course on sxategieshorfied research i com partive
and nhtematinalpolitics. hetuctorsare Evan S.LiEbem an, Prhceton Universiy; dila Lynch, Universty

of Pemnsylvan®; and Marx Howard, Universty of Mawhnd. Contact Person: Coln Elman
(ceIn an@m ahexlasiedu).

The Bbliography on PoliticalConcepts

The B blbgmaphy on Politica 1Conceptsprovidesb b logmphic hiform ation on concept analysish politial
sence . Authorsm ay regier therw ork onlne.

Les htraduisbles: Trandghting Politics

Les htraduisbls: The D tbnary of Unttanshtablk Tem s h Politis disusespolitialtem sof diffiul
tansbton from and hito Englih . Escurrent Bnguagesare Dutch, French, Ialan,Gem an and Spanih.

Yorilliant” — Fredrk Galung (Cam bridge Universiy)
“rregigrible” — VokerFrank University ofNorth Carmolna)

“Great nitative ! Useful, nsghtfuland funny " — Kurt W eyland (University of Texasat Austh)

For mor nfom atn, vist the C&M webste or contact C&M chaiperson Andreas Schedker
@ndrea®fhco edum x).
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Contmumg Debate

O n theM easurem entof Conmption

M ichellA . Selgson
U niversty of P itsburch
seligeon@ pitedu

D o we really know that coruption is greater n som e phces than others? Tfwe do notknow this,
then we cannot really say m uch about varbtions 1 s causes or consequences. W e have, of course, the
frequently cited and often used T rangparency temational Coruption Perceptions hdex, but that
m easure doesnotpurportto getatthe factof coruption, but rather only the percsption of . And whik
we can hope that n this case perception is linked to reality, as T clearly is 1 o m any other areas, the
evidence 80 far bcking. Tndeed, as socal scientigs we should be skeptical of the wide varation in plied
by the Index, sihce we nomm ally begin our research wih the null hypothesis, which would assum e that
coruption should notvary sonificantly across nations. W e would asaum e that shae behavior regponds
to ratonal heentives, the m otivation to engege 1 cormption ocucht o be broely universal and notvary
from nation t© nation.

T the paperspubliched 1 APSA-CP W iter 2002), ssveral authors presented evidence thatwoull
hel us r=ect the nulland accept the hypothesis that conmuption does hdeed vary crossnationally. An
excellentpaperbyRafaelD iT elb drawson new research by J. Kuniova and S.Rose A cerkm an, aswell
as work by T. Persson, G. Tabellni and F. Tibbi that finds that “csed-list proportional
rEpresentation system s, especially together with presdentialion |, are assocated wih hiher conuption
BreE .12).The inpactofekcomlmlson comuption has recently been carefiilly dem onsrated for
the case of Tally G oden and Chang2001).W e ako kam from recentwork by D an¥elT redan an that
Protestant countries wih aBritish cobnBl heriace there is less perceied coruption, and that, over
tin e, dem ocraciEs are perceied as kss conuptthan dicaorshps.

Yet, asD avid Sam uek sreses  17), we need to wonder if perception s cbsely enoudh Inked t©
realty for us to tust these findngs. A s he gates, ‘W hether bngganding dem ocraces are 1 factess
conuptshould be an obectof hvestoption ” T he two are, no doubt, positively assocated , but that isnot
really the issue. The m agniude and the dynam ics of conuption are of greatest nterest. W e should be
skeptial that perceptions can &Il us much dbout these two isues, snce mudch ressarch shows how
unrelsbke percsptions can be and how heavily they can be hflienced by the m eds. For exam pk, a
sudy of B uenosA res found that h a given period press reports of crin e ncreased by over 110 percent,
whereas durhg that sam e tin e offichl arin e gatitics showed an hcrease of only about 5 percent.
C iizens of Buenos A Ies who read press reports m tht wiongly asam e that they were experiencing a
m aprcrin e wave Unied N atons1999, 14).

O ne wonders why the mapr ndies of conuption, such as that published by T ransparency
Intemational, have concentrated on perceptions mather than behavior. The obvious answer i that
cornuption by is very nature iivoles suib rosa activites, and those dem anding a bribe or gealng from
the public coffers work hard t© conceal their ivolem ent. If, on the other hand, we use the “to -ofthe-
Iebery’ gpproach and m easure coruption only by the num ber of those who get caudht, our hdiator
will be hopekssly dependent on the efficacy of the hvestoptive authorites and contam nated by a
possbl comupt Jidichry. O ne coul hypothesize that a countrys abilty t© catth and prossaute those
nvolved i conuption would be verssly conebted wih isoverall Evelof cornuption, so thatthem ost
corupt countries would exhiit the bwest lvels of anrest and conviction . M edi reports of coruption
are equally unrelsbk i m any develbping countries sice the m edi there are ether cssly controlled
by the sate orare captives of political parties.

W e an kam a kson from crin obgists, who have the sam e probm when it com es to cathering

apsa - Summer2002 5



dam on common crine. If the
polie report more crines, has
ame rmally gone up or kB t
because the polie are better at
catthing crin ials, or because
they want m ore police officers
and/or hiher wages? W e just
don‘t know . Surveys of victin s,
on the other hand, have grown
o become a =htely rlEbe
soure of data on crine, even
though we are aware of the
prbkm s of over- and under-
r=portihg. Furthemm ore, what
m Dhtlbe a crin e orone person
m tht be constlered a nomm al
event or another and not worth
r=porting. W e are alo aware of
the sygtem atic underreporting of
some forms of crine, such as
Tced, hild abuse and =pe.Yet,
when oomparrd t© public
percsptions of crin e 1Etes or ©
official reports of crime,
egoecilly h nations n whith the
qualty of offichl rports is
Sugpect, victm zation dgudis
m ay be as good as we can hope
o et

The Uniersty of Pitsburch
Latin Am erican Public O piiion
Profct has been ongong for a
num ber of years, carrying out
surveys 11 Ladn Am erica. Som e
of thee ammeys attempt ©
measure regpondents' direct
personalexperince wih cormupt
practces. Because defniions of
conupton can vary by ailure,
o awid anbiuty we defne
conupt practces by asking such
questons as this: ‘W ihh the
st year, have yu had © pay a
brie t© a govermnm ent offical?”
W e ask sin ibr questons about
brbery dem ands at the kvl of
bl govermm ent; 11 the public
sthools, atwork, 11 the courts, n
public health facilides and
els=where. This provides two
kinds of nform ation. Fist, we

can find cutwhere conuption i
most frequent. Second, we can
consuct overall scaks of
corruption victim ization,
enabling us to distnguish
between regoondents who have
faoed corupt practices 1 only
one sttihg and those who have
been vicinmized 1 mulpk
settings. As 1 studies of victin s
of crine, we assm e tmakes a
difference if one has a shgke
experience or mulbple
experiencesw ih conuption.

W e can do much wih this
dat@a. First, we Iam who are the
victin s of conuption. In Lath
Ameria maks are more lkely
t© be victin s of conuption than
fem aks, broely because maks
are more frequently hvoked 1
fom al transactons. Th actvitdes
nvolving schools or heath
clinics, however, femalks are
offten more Ikely to be victn s.
The national sope of our
aurveys has enabkd us © @
o urban -miral differences, and
we have found that conuption is
farm ore an urban probkm than
a mml pmrbkm, goparently
because govermm ent officels are
farm ore num erous i the citdes
than In the countrystde. W e
hae alo found inporant
regbnal vareton, controlling for
utbanizaton, that suggeds that
subcultural or mstitional
onsrants vary wihin countries.
Sin fbrly, we hawe exam hed
factors auch as ethniciy, ace and
nome, © se how coruption
vares across different groups.
AT of this mform ation can be
useful In desioning ant-
oruptbon grategies, just as
can hep 1 combathg other
form s of crine Geligson 2001).
Once we Ientfy potental
victns, © B for mor oot
effective t© onoentrate on

prevention m easures where the
probkn isthem ostserus.

For com parativists, an
n portant benefit of sudes of
corpton vickin aton i that
they albw us to directly test the
null hypothesis noted above-
nam ely, that conuption should
be about the sam e everywhere.
hsead, we find that Bwels of
coruption vary dram atcally
from one country o the next
Forexam pk, Ih som e European
countres fewer than one percent
of regpondents report having
been victin zed by conuption,
whereas @ooording t©  the
Uniersty of Pitsburch sudis)
phces lke Bolva report kEvwels
of conmuption twenty-fie times
hoher. Interestingly, however,
there i consdersble varbetion
wihhh Lath Ameria, wih E1
Saledor r=porthg a far bwer
proportion of coruption victin s
than Bolva. The nextgep sto
determ e why those differences
emere. Sncee (p untdl eeent
reform s changed the sysem of
Epreentation 1 Bolvla ©
make * bok mor ke that of
Gem any), both countries
utlized a form of proportional
rFpresentation I m uldm em ber
districts for Egishtive elections,
we would need to Iook
elsewhere for the causes.
Perhaps we would need t© ok
at other nstmitional consrants
or exam ne more cbsly
varaton I polibcalaulure.

O nce we know that comiption
victin atibon does 1 fact vary
wihih and across countres, we
cn exam he is Inpact on key
politial varsbks. For exam pk,
we can determ he whether the
hcdence of victin Iation helps
to undem ine a regimes

Egitin acy and (g o, Weaksd
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T eaching “Introduction to Am erican Poliics”

Edior
D anElT redm an
Uniersty of CalifomB, LosAnceks
tredan an@ poliscinclasdu

Introduction

Another Septem ber, another kcture hall fill of fredmen. M any of them will not have heard of
“oom parative politicsd’ before they found i 1 the course catalbg. And you ok out at the s=a of
expectant faces. W hat o say t your 185yearol ligeners? W hatto have them r=ad? H ow can you pass
on a litle of the passionate aurbsty about countries’ politics that has kd you t© yourphaoe behind the
podim ?

M any have grugglked wih this challenge. M any candilly adm i to dissppontm ent wih the resuls.
The htroductory com parative course can easily degenerate Ito a travelbgque of countries and polidcal
system s if s thid week, thism ustbe Belum . A fematiely, i cn end up a caabg of nstmitional
detailsand dry debates that kave sudentswonderingwhy they were tereged 1 polidcs to begin wih.

H ow should one teach “Com parative Politcs 1017? A re there certan clhssic booksorarticles thatall
undergraduates houd read early 1 theirstudies? W hatshould a good course reader contain? A re there
theories or facts that allwho take such a course should encounter? W hat srategies have worked 1 the
past o get sudents as faschated about Heas and hebtutions as they usually are about the m ore exotic
details of digent countres? Is there any way to gie sudents a ssnse—riht fiom the gare-of what
research 1 com parative politics isall dbout?

Som e have occasionally wondered whether a general htroduction to com paratie polidcs should be
tauchtatall. A re polidcs n theM ddEk Eastand W esem Europe sin ibrenoudh to m ake gudying them
toether sensbke? A re the concepts and questonsuseil] forunderdandng Sudan the sam e asthose one
woul need to m ake sense of Liuxem bourg? Th short, do we even bebng o a sihgle, cohesive discplne?

W e agked a rance of shobrs who have audht such an hitrodudory course 1 recent years © dhare
thelr experiences, positive and negatie. Som e of the featuired wriers are fiech to the challenge, others
have been teaching an hiroductory course for years or decades. Tn the six pices bebw, they offer a
varety of thoudhts, suggestions and the occasibnal cautionary Bk.

T eaching the U nknown

Kelke S . Tsai
IhnsH opkihsUniversiy
kt=ai@ ru edu

I never took ntroduction t© Com paratie Polidcs (ICP) 11 collbce degoie m apring 1 poliial scence.

W hy? Thad no Jeawhatiwas.M y meaction was sin ibrto whatm ogtundergraduates think when they see

the Tisthg 1 the course bulketh . C ourses ke Am erican politics, political theory, htemational rebtionsand
even ntematbnalpoliticaleconom ym ade sense. ICP did not.

The firsttin e Tattended an ICP kclure was i m y capacty asa TA for the chsswhen Twasa second -

year gaduate sudent sudying for com ps. The disjncture between my recently acquired noton of
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com paratve politics and the
undergraduate sylbbus was
disoncerting, even shodking.
D urihg the kctures, whith were

delivered by two trem endousl
popubr Bamard professors, my

co-TA and I exchanged

knowig, congpiatoribl gbnces
as we marveled at their
theoretially superficial, policy-
orented and offen nom atie
character. That was not the way

that we wer tmhed 1 the
graduate-level com parative

poliics survey across the sreetat
Colmba.

W e worred that the sudents
were not beig exposed t© the
appropriate literature, and
attem pted t© r=dress the ggps
our weekly discusson sections.
W ih an air of theorstial and
m ethodobgical superrity, I
entered m y first several sections
amed wih the Ikes of
A lexander G erschenkron,
Thomas Kuhn and Adam
Przeworki Degpie my most
mpassoned efforts, sveral
gudents gopped attending the
scton. By the end of the
sem egey, those who had bsed
throucgh my hibl atempt at
replicating graduate-level
ttaining, seem ed t© be enpying
un-footnoted pieces from The
New York Tines and The
Econom i&t. Nonethelss, eye-
popplhg satEments such as,
“The M exican dgovemm ent
shouldl be sacked for brutally
murerng colee dudents i
Tiananm en Square,” stll
gopeared 11 thelr finalpapers. Th
retrogoect, I probably lamed
mor from TA-ng ICP than the
gudents lamed from m e.

Thdeed, years Bter when I
offered ICP for the firsttine as
an A ssisent Professor at Em ory
Uniersty, I rmalized that my

previbus TA assonm entwas the
only agpect of my gaduate
“ranng’ that prepared me for
teachg the undergraduate cbss
on my own. My experence
taughtm e clearly what not to do;
mor inporently, it tauchtme
why not o do i. Because most
wlee dudents do not know
what ICP i &bout, t makes
m ore sen<e to buid on whatthey
already find nteresting. W hether
their curiosity concems
pardoubr oountries, dram atic
events aich as protess and
m=wlitbns, or specific topial
concems gich aswom en’s rhts,
poverty and environm ental
degradation, eking TP can heb
sudents undersand gpparently
sui generis phenomena on
broaderanaltic term s.

Now havihg taudht the chbss
three tines at two uniersiies
twie at Emory and once at
Hopkins), my experience
=M ans extrem ely Im ied, but
all three tines hawe been
aufficiently varied that they offer
om e qualiative esons about
both the silbsance and sy 1
teaching ICP that T willteke wih
mewhen Tofferitacain.

Sylbbus Content

The smcture of my sylEbus
uspicbusly resmblks the one
that T cridcized yearsago asaTA
or unrefectiely perpetuating
the anachronigic threewords
gopwath © ICP, abet wih a
Inguishic twist! Rather than
actually calling the tradibonal,
threepaired com parisons of
Great Brimin/BEpan, Russh/
Chmna and M exioN tpra the
Pt “Second” and “Thid”
W orlds, respectively, the
sylbbus rfers © “Advenced
Industrial D em ocracies,”
“Comm unist/PostC om m unist

Countries” and “Fommer
Cobn¥s!” Between the firstand
second tne that I taucht ICP,
the assigned textbook—M ark
Keseinan, el Krieger and
W iliem Jbseph’s htroduction to
Com parative Poliics—awithed
from the three worlds
cateprizaton t© the r=gme-

centric, “Established
D em ocracis,” ‘T ransitonal
D em ocracies” and “Non-

D em ocraces!? D iscussing hese
variations on categorical
nom enchture durihg the firstc
cbss I an hiteracthe manner
seem s t© hep 1 chrifying what
com parative polidcs is all about,

and conveyig the m ore general
¥Eson that what we call things
has in plications forhow we view

the world. The chssification on

my sylBbus, or exam pk, belies

a bbs twads the polidsal
econom y of devebpm ent mather
than geographical region,
natbnal dentty, or fomal
poliial nsditions. W ih that
confesson ocutof the way, bebw

I hihlicht the readings thathave

been effecae vs. thos that
flopped.

In preparaton Hr the
taditonal sk-country tour, the
first four clhsses are devoted t©
thematic and m ethodobgical
Imues. The olowhg readings
are challenghng for freshim en and
nonpolidml scence m aprs, but
I always gart and end each
Ecture wih a rem hder of why
the theme of the wesk B
In portant-and why i is
necessary t© tudoe thmwudh
some of the mor difficul
radigs. The Bter inclde
Philppe Sdm ter and Teny
Lymn Kar, ‘W hat D em ocacy
Is.and Is Not” Jumal of
Democracy Gummer 1991) and
Larry D EZmond, “Is the Thid
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W ave Owver?” Joumal of
Denocracy @l 1996). The
piEces are effective 1 revealng
the wile wmnoge of varbton
anong democraces, and for
m any sudents, tisthe firsttine
they r=alize that one could end
perthaps <hould) disthguish
between proceduralelecoral ve.
Toeral dem ocraces. At the very
end of the sameder, we mevist
the theme throudgh Fareed
Zakarh, ‘The Rix of ITberal
Demnocacy,” Forin Afbrs
(1997), jxt@posed by Thom as
Friedm an, The Lexus and the
O live Tree: Undersandihg
G lobalization (1999) and
Bengmnnn Baer “had ve.
M cW orld,” The Atlantc
M onthly (1992).These readings
always gpark liely n-clss
debates.

For methodological
background, the Robert
Keohane, G ary K lng and Siney
Verlba wolme on Desonig
Socal Iquiry (1994) proved t©
be a bi oo ambibus the fist
tin e I taucht ICP; but the first
chapter of M artih H ollis’ The
Phibsophy of Sockl Scince on
‘ProblEms of Stucure and
A cton” seem ed m ore accessbe
and hepful n disthguiching
between explanatory wvs.
hterpretive ocbectes; and t©
date, I conthue o asson G abrel
AImond and Stephen Genwm’s
“Cbuds, Cbdks, and the Study
of Polifics,” W orld Polidcs (idy
1977). The Bter refers o m any
theorigs that sudentshave never
heard of eg., Karl Popperand
Emest Nagel), but the
owrarchig cbud vs. cbdks
metgphor & tengbk and one
that I can draw on the board. I
hawe yvet © find a radihg that
presents the com parative
method, hypothesis form ation

and testing, and
operationalization of vargbles n
one neat pee, © I uwaly
Ecure throudh the imues by
drewihg on exampks from the
them atic readings on the
rhtonship between econom i
and polidcal developm ent.
Gabrel Amond’s “Capialism
and D em ocracy,” PS: Polidmal
Scince and Politics Beptem ber
1991) succihctly delneates the
possbke rehbtondhps between
capiatian and dem ocracy, which
gives sudents an opporun iy to
restate them as teswble
hypotheses and gives me an
opporuniy to htoduce them ©
the Bnguage of ndependent,
ntervening, dependent and
contol vareblks; and draw
armows on the board t© dhow
causal directon and causal
pathways. The Plbwig kcure
rhores these ooncpts by
havihng sudents thihk more
deeply about how © test
hypotheses on countres 1 the
absence of pure kbomtory
condibns.Asa TA, I asoned
Jam es Fearon’s article
“Counterfactualsand H ypothesis
Teddng In Polial Scince)”
W orld Polibcs (1991) © my
disusson secton; but shee
then, Thave sim ply disussd the
utlty of counterfactuals i chss.
0O n thatnote, one head -piming
question that Thave used on the
mdem I Hor dudents
resate ‘Wo bourgpoiske, no
dem ocracy” as a hypothesis and
then derive is counterfactuial))
As for nommative and
presrptve concems, I &dll
prefernotto appeal to their pre-
exiting or bEnt nom atie
biss. Indead, I encoutase
them t© be awar of polcy
prescriptions that are in plicit n
the apparently neutral work of

sochl scentids, and  crtically
analyze the underlying causal
explbnations hidden 1 the
explicit poliical agendas of
works I pop politial science.
O ne ofm y favorie exercises, for
eampk, entalls havig them

r=ad 1 the sam e week, chapters
from Samuel Huntngton'’s
Poliical Ower I Changing
Sockties (968) and Amartya
Sen’s D evelopm ent as Freedom
(1999) because i i notdificult
or fredim an and nonm aprsto
dentify their respective
explanatory objectives,
nom ative biases and the
dram atically different policy
recomm endatons  that would
logically follow. These
m ethodobgical and analtical
Esons are eged 11 a short
wrten exercie that r=quies
gudents o pik an op-ed fiom

the New York Tines and
Hentfy is nomatie agenda,
In plicit causal expknations, re-
satng the Bter as ifthen
hypotheses, deriving the
ounterfactual of the inplict
hypotheses, and then evaliating
the evidence provided for the
argum ent.

Affer all that, most gudents
seam  rleved when we finally
dart tekknhg throudh actal
ountres, sartng wih Great
Briah and ending wih N tera.
Durhg the oountry-ntensive
portons of the chbss, I asstn
skctons from Frank W ikson,
Concepts and Issues In
Com parative Politcs: An
Intoducton t© Com paratve
Analysis (1996) t© address
political culture, electoral
system s, presidential vs.
parliam entary system s,
federalian , and preetoreniam ;
and country-gpecific articles fiom
CurnentH Hory, Foretn A flairs
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and Jumal of D emocracy.
Students are alo reEquirrd t©
read at kast the ntemational
section of the New York Tines

everyday.

T eachingT echnjues

T have audht ICP three tines
ushg very different stykes. The
firet tine was the fiantic fiech-
outefgraduate sthool dyke: My
Ecture notes were usually t©o
Ing for the chss peribd 60
m hutes, three tin esaweek) 0 T
had ®© at out fims and
conceptual chses half way
throudh the sem eser it o get
throudh all the countries. Partof
the tin g problm wasbecause
Idid notanticipate that sudents
would ask s m any questons 1
chss even thoudh I asked them
todo .

The soond tine could be
called the Socratic country panel
fyke. I was demmined t©
sructure the class h an explicitly
hteractve manner by makig
their clss participation on
country panels 10% of the final
gde. I random ¥ assined each
of the 65 sudents o tree
ountry panels-one ountry
from each “unit’ @Ge. one
advanced industrialized
dem ocracy, one communisty
postcom m unistcountry and one
form er cobny). Thism eant that
orany gven country, half of the
class would be officially
regponsbke for ansverng any
questions that I m tht pose. I
entered each chss wih a listof
gudent nam es for each country
and reserved the rght © ok
down the Iistand callon anyone
on the countrypanel t© angver
the queston based on readings
and prevbus kcures. Thi
m odified Socatic gpproach was
nene wmakhg for many of

10

them , but  seemed o oger a
com bhaton of amwork and
healthy oompetiton am ong
country panel members. And
mor nporently, very few
gudents ended up m Xhg up
countries on exam s and paoers.
Twas il a sk-country tour, but
they had to know whih country
we were In on W ednesday
veraus Friday and be prepared. T
=ally enpyed that clhss. Tndead
ofypigoutdense Ecture notes,
Idevoted m o effort o thinkig
of provocatde quesdons and
com bing the new spaper orways
o tie gpparently country-goecific
concepts and hisorical issues
imm ediate contem porary
concems.

The thid tine I wucht ICP
could be dubbed the diganced
mob aib-ontractng gyke. Tk
ke a mapr sgp badkwards. I
m oved o anotheruniversiy and
had t© teach i wih nearly 140
sudents and three TA ‘s or two
mther than three hours a week.
Lectures seemed panfully
auperfical gven the bss of one
Ecture hour. I could not even
begh to kam studentnam esand
diched the oountty panel.
D usson would hawe to teke
phe durng the discussion
sectons nmin by TA'’s. M ogt of
the questions that T posed t© the
cbss became thetorial and I
had © ®y on my weekl
mestngs wih the TA's for
vicarbus feedbadk on how thigs
were gong. n short, cbss s
m atters, but that & typially not
wihn ourcontrol

As I think about how I wil
teach * next oring twih an
epected 160 dudents and 4
TA'g), Iam dltyhgto think of
aeatie ways t© expand the
pedagogical space of their
Eaming beyond the chssoom

and Tomary. Imay add a curxent
eents mesace board o the
mure web page and swucure
partdcipaton nn & wih <hort
assgnm ents as part of the final
grade. In the past Thave used the
wure website manly for
announcem ents and  folowup
on ies mied h cbss, and
then dudents emal me wih
additonal questions or lne up
durng offie hours. But as
everyone reading this knows, the
sam e questons come up Over
and over acgih. And heviably,
atsom e ponti the ssmeser, a
mapr i not cataclksm  event
ocaurs hitematonally endor i
one of the countries coverad
the course), whith presents an
Teal opporunity t© encpce key
concspts I a m em orebk—mther
than merwrly mem orizable—
m anner. Iwoul Ike to scheduk
chat room sessions
experimentally © see if that
medim of comm uniaton may
appeal o those who nevergoesk
up 1 the kcures or disusson
sections, but thrive in
oyberspace. Paradoxically, what
is popularly regarded as
“digence kaming’ could bring
me cbser o the anonymous
m asses 1 the Ecture hall

And finally, yes, Tthink ICP I8
worth teachng and teking. ICP
can be wvery exciing for
undergraduates when they gart
to m ake the connectionson their
own between real word events
and the isues that they are
readihg and hearihg about 1
chss. O ne doesnotneed a PhD
In oomparative politcs to
undergand why communim
ewled abng wvery different
taEctories 1 the Soviet Union
verausChia, orwhy the LD P 1n
JBpan and the PRI h M exio
were abke t m onopolize polibcs
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for =0 m any decades, but kg
ICP can heb. In m y concluding
Ecture, I always eIl sudents that
Ing after they have forgotten the
sequence of coups and counter-
coups 11 N eri, Thope thatata
mihinum they will mahteh a
healthy skepticiam towards what
they r=ad and hear &bout
polibcal dynam s In countres
around the world, including the

Unied States.M ore gpecifically,

I hope that they realize the
expbnatory Inis of geneml
term s likke “dem ocracy,”

“capialism 7 and ‘“political
ailure” when they ar not
defined transparently or
tautobgically conflbted wih the

very polidcal outcom es that they
are beigused o expbin .

1 It is avaibbl on-he at http ;//hunix.
hefhu edu/~kt=i/190201501 him L

2 M atk Keseinan, bel K risger, and

W illbm A . dseph, eds., Introduction t©
Com pamative Poliics, 2 ed. Boson:

Houdhton M ifflin Company, 2000).
They chssify RussB and M exio as

transitional dem ocracies and Chia and

N erh as nondem ocracies, which has
not sopped me from mantanihg the

Russia/China and M exicoN igeria
paird com parisons.

Teaching Com parative
Politics101

CharkesK ing
G eorptown U niversiy
kihgth@ an tp georoetown edu

Ik ® not easy o convice
undergraduates  that politcal
sciEnce sa realdicplne. They
hear from thelr history
professors that politcal science
research m anly hivoles readng
the New York Tines. Their
physics ecturers wonder why we
don‘t com e clkan and drop the

“goience” Hboel alogether. The
Englch faaulty gumblk about
the differentdl pay s=k. AL
gudents have sudied hidory,
physics and lterature 1 school,
and the bestof them , wih som e
reflection, can say I generalhow
the gudy of one m btht differ
conceptually from the sudy of
the other. But political science?
W hatm ostsudents expectto do
1 htoducory politial science
cbses boks rem arkabl Ike
whatused to be called “civics”

These problems are
com pounded 1 the com paratie
politics subfield. Not only do
sudents have itk fam Bty
wih whatm akes the discplne a
distnet field of ntelecual
endeavor, but they arre ako
unlkely t© have sonificant
experience wih politcal system s
other than the Amerian one.
Anyone who has kcured © a
freshm an or sophom ore cbsson
the varety of ekctoral sysem s,
or examplk, can confim that
undergraduates are prone o
think that the manh tk of
comparison may be to
enum erate the ways h whih
foreners have faikd o achiee
the unadomed genius of
Am erican dem ocracy.

A general hiroducory course
In oomparative polidcs is
valiabke m anly because s the
most efficient whicke for
com batihg these wo problm s:
the imnate skepticiam about our
discipline and the ethnocentrism
of the Am erican undergraduate.
The ieal course should find
som e way ofm eeting these goals.
In what oTows, I briefly address
three points: the rwhbtinshp
between mpamtie poliis
and the other aubfiels; the ok
of theory n an htoducory
course and the task of I parting

an apprecaton fortheoryaswell
as practcal knowlkdoe doout
politics outsde the Unied
States.

M ost political science
departm ents have some
distrbution requirem ents am ong
the fourm apr sibfieds.Butthe
fourfold division T the
American politcal science
tadiion is, of course, not an
obvibus one, and sudents
shoul be t©1 early on that the
mentalm gp used In the Unied
States is not necessardly that of
politics specialists in other
countries. There is nothing about
the m ethods or basic concepts of
the Am erican politcs subfield, for
example, to disthguish it from
what com parativists do; I fact,
things would probably be easier if
our subfield-as I Briam and
elsewhere—were called simply
“politics” and then distmguished
from the distinct set of theories
and concems of a subfield called
“ntemational relations” and one
called “political philosophy.” N o
one can expect an undergraduate
to know nstnctively that “theory”
m eans two very different things n
our professional discourse.)
U ndergraduates can figure out the
division of labor rather quickly if
things are presented I thisway.

The big queston is the
relatonship between the
American and com parative
fieds. Th many deparm ents,
compatvists are the poor
ousins of the Amerianids,
both 1 term s of the num ber of
profesors and the hteress of
undergraduate m aprs. But there
may nevertheless be room for
fmiftil experim ents 1 weaving
the Am erian case hito a wider
com parative politcs discussion.
Thihgs would hawe t© be
handled carefully, otherwise
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undergraduates can com e away
wih the dea that nonU S.
political sysems are sinply
evwlitonary aurbsities that at
som e pont dierged fiom the
American model At best,
howevwer, undergaduates can
acquire an even more
sophigdated  undersanding of
the U S. case by despenig their
knowldge of the polibdcal
hedutons and issues 11 other
countries.

At Georeown, the Edmund
A. W akh School of Forsin
Servie recently dropped is
requirem ent thatundergraduates
m ajoring in “foreign
servie” esentally, htemational
gudies wih a el arts core)
teke a cwouree 1 U S. poliks.
The American case was o be
hoorporated o the requied
introductory course in
com parative politcs; the forein
policy dimensions of U S.
politics are alrady covered, to a
certan degree, h the required
htematonal rehtons ooure.
The auriubr re=form has not
been carried through
com pkEly, but the ntention, I
thnk, was budabk.

Students alo® need some
disciplne, thoudh. They need t©
undergand what is disthctve
aboutpoliial science as a field,
what partcular lenses the
discplne offers © hep them
make sne of the wort. The
difficulty here i that polideal
scEntidts are them selves dvided
about the core com ponents of
ther field Glhouch, N ths
recard, we fare ratherbetter than
sociologists and literary
theorigs). But Idon‘tthink it i
usefiil to avoid a m eadisusson
about the sate of the field only
becauss one ¥ twachihg an
htoductory chss. Properly

htoduced, debates about what
the fied isand where tisgoing
can stnm ubte undergaduates. T
hawe offen begin wih one or
two Ectureson the history ofthe
field—and here T have found the
framework Bd out I Ruth
Lane'’s The Axtof Com parative
Politics A Iyn and Bacon, 1997)
© be an exceptonally good
one-s0 that undergraduates can
se them s=kes as part of an
evwlving fied. Students need ©
undergand thatatthe heartofall
good socikl science Tes a puzzk,
and they can only oet o that
poit if they begn t© see that
disciplines are about
argum entation and questonng.

The pifall, of wurse, i that
gom e undergraduates will sm ply
e all this as yet another
eampk of ther pontyheaded
professors’ bikerng over ancels
and pis.The oaushasto be on
the factthat the stakes 1 debates
overm ethodolgy and approach
w=ally are pretty high ; we getvery
different answers to basic social
questons dependig on whith
ook of anal=is we use. The
em phasis h such kctureshas o
be on theories-what they are,
how they arr formubted, how
they m atterr-rather than juiston
concepts. Undergraduates
usually com e 1 wih bts of the
Btterbutvery few of the form er.
Aledy 1 hih shool, they
become wvery good at
m em orizing A ‘sorB ‘sdefiniion
of “modemization” or
“dem ocracy” wihout ever quie
underganding what it m eans t©
use these concepts as part of a
theory t© explhin politcal
outtom es. It all seem s Jusk part
of the am=ne Inguace that
profesors use when they =k
wih one another.

So, how to do all Ethi? In

my own hitoducory ocoure
ylbbus at www georcetown.
edu/faculykingch), I now begn
wih som ething cbse © a “geat
booke" section, roudhly the first
thid of the s=m eder. Mentifying
what eactly the gmeat books
are—the ones suiablk for
undergraduates, anyway—E not
easy. Great works I any
discplne do wo thigs: They
mark off nodal ponts 1 the
develbpm ent of the field and,
wih som e caveats, bear reading
aph. (kseagy to gie a istof
those thatm est the first crierion
but ratherm ore diffitutwih the
second.) My own it fhclides
Arsote and Bemard Cridk on
what politics ), Mamx and
W eber ©n ideobgy and
ailure), Dahl ©On htereds),
Duwercer ©n hstdutons and
elections), Hunthgon and
Lipset (on order and
dem ocracy), among others. As
much aspossbk, Iwould rather
have gudents read entire books
than “selkctons firom [ althoudh
this s not always pract=bl.
The goal, acpnn, 1o getstudents
o se these thihkers 11 debate
with one another, across
centuries sometines, about
findam ental questons of the
digtrbution of power I socEty
and the aks of govemance.
Students need to acquire some

practical knowledge as well: how
the W esm nster system works,
for exam ple, or what proportional
representation is. The trick, I
think, is to present all this withm
the contextof a set of puzzles and
argum ents. Very few lower-
division undergraduates know
what it means to explain
som ething. They have plnty of
experience with making
argum ents-I think abortion is
wrong because X, I think
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H eathcliff was a cad because X—
but they are usually unclear on
what i means t offer an
explnation for some social
outcom e or to weigh com peting
explanations based on em pirical
evidence.

They can see how this sdone
m ost ckarly if they are exposed
o quantiate tediniues. H ow
much does Ewel of education
m atter 11 accounting for support
or Le Pen? Is housshold
iwome a good predidor of
support for democracy 1
RussB? But even short of that,
fndhg a way © encourae
dudents t© se kamig about
different political sygem s as an
hvedtptive endeavor-not jist
an exercke I memorizing the
Tstutions of &Epan or dedking
off a lit of pressihg polidal
Isses 11 A rgentina—is the basic
dea.

W e hae t mwmmoogize our
audience, however. M ost
sudents who ocome nnt
htroducory courses are fulfilling
a general social science
rquiem ent; thoss who say
around t© become polibdal
scEnce maprs are probably
m ore eresed 1 the Am erican
and Intemational relations
aibfieds-the ones they think
provide entrfées to realword
Tbs or o bw shoot-than n
com parathve poliis. Our real
tasks, therefore, volve
convincing them thatwhatwe do
Emor than aument events and
perhaps, ifwe are ucky, teachg
them how to thihk crbdally
about the poliial world abng
the way.

Teaching htmducton to
Com pamative Polibics

M ihaelBemhard
Penn State U niversty
m hb5@ pa1edu

I was not an undermaduate
politcal science m apr, 0 when
I was aked © dewebp an
“Introducton t© Com paratie
Politicd” course several years agp
Idd nothave a readym odel n
m d from my own experince.
When T bepn t bok at
textbooks, & well as the m odel
syldbi avaitbk 11 a num ber of
colkections, the dom hant deson
was one 1 whith sudents were
taughtabouta goup of countries
whih I some way rEpresents
the diversty of exdisting poliical
sygems. As I was alteady
teachihg two upper diisbn
courses wih a country or area
oaus, thisdid notappealtom e.

This ld me t© oonsder
atermatives to an “If ths &
Tuesday, thism ustbe Belyim ”
approach. The obvious
alematie & a theonydrien
course, but com parative political
theory has becom e 0 extensie,
any sort of comprehensive
overwiew is out of the question.
As Ibegn o try t© nanow the
foaus, two other concems cam e
o phy.Fist, Iwanted o teach
from my stength as a
com parativis, o I decided o
Sress hsthitional them es ather
than behavioral ones. Second,
orer t© kesp the sudents
encgrd I wanted t© foaus the
coure them atically <0 asto fie
their in aghation. This was no
gnall concem gien that the
wure enmlment s e,
Enghng between 180 and 270
depending on the sz of the
avaibbk kcture hall

The theme I dos= was
regim esand regin e change. This
has clearly been am aprooncem
T com paratie politics over the
bt twenty years and it ako
albws one o teach about som e
of the most compelling
proceses of polidmal change of
our ae.A oure O smcured,
T reasoned, woull htroduce the
sudents © a central probkem 1
com parative poliics and hold
thetr attention, thus ssrving them
well This choie had in portant
1am fications for the textbooks T
chose for the cour=e. I needed
books that dd not hawe a
countyy-case oais. The three
manh texts that I asn ar
M acrdis and Burg; Sorenson;
and W BrdalM acridisand Burg
lends i=elf nicely to an
nsthitonal approach to
regin es, but is s=erbusly i need
of an update the bst was 1
1991). W jarda presents a nice
theoretical overview of the
subfield over the last few decades
and Sorenson Is an excellent
introduction to issues of
dem ocracy and dem ocratization.

Degpir asinig three texts,
I oxder to presnt all the
materbl T want to cover T alo
asstn a packet of addional
readings? In these readings and
I the kctures T alo attempt o
expose the dudents to works that
I consder t© be chssics 1 the
fied. I alo endeavor t© use
these readings t© show gudents
the diersty of comparatie
politics h tem s of gpproach

historicist, rationalist and
arturalis) end m ethod @n alln,
Broen and form al).

The s=m eser i olit o our
mapr topis that buid upon
each other: 1) power, 2) r=gin es,
3) politicsand econom ics, and 4)
g e dhance. Pror o divig
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hto thism ateria], I gie a Bidy

dandard kcture on ‘W hat I
Com parative Poliics?” Here I
begn by dighguihing the
sibect matter of the aubfield
from those of the other m apr
subfields (A m erican,

Intemational R ebtions, Theory).
I ako Bk about the kinds of
ressarch questons on which
comparativies workk. At this
juncture I introduce

findam ental social science
conospts ke cause and effect,
necessary and sufficient
condibns, case, and versbEs.
This i alo the tne when
gudents are first exposed o the

com parative m ethod. W e spend

some tne t@kihg about JS.
M l'sm ethodsofagreem entand
difference and fugtate theruse
by disussng but not reading)
the Jogics of com parison atwork

I Banngon M oore’s SocEl
Orgins of D imtorhip and
Democracy Beacon 1964) and
Theda Skoopols Sates and
Sockl Revwolutbns Cam brdoe
1969). This kcture ends wih a
disousson of the scentific satus

of com pamatie polidcs. M y take

on this e s very m ainsaeam .
Ipontoutwhere we allshortof
the natural science model, but
tak abouthow, degpie this, we

can Il attem pt o theorize and

make generalizations that
transoend ndividual cases.

The first section of the course
B dewted to the ailbpct of
power. A flera general disusson
ofpower the cture ums o the
awnceepts of the date and
dom mation. W e alo disuss
how dom hation Egitin ates t=elf
1 the modem age. I consder
this a kind of necessary
backgound for the rest of the
course, gven that I modem
regm es dom hatbn conscously

14

and contiuousl orggnized by
the date s the form thatpolibdal
power takes. O bvioudl, all this
Eads o agmeatdealofdisousson
of W eber and dudents read
“"PoliicsasaVoaaton” @ G erth
and Mills, eds.. From M ax
W eber,New Ediion,Routlkdee,
1991) and the parts of Econom y
and Sockty Califoma 1978)
devoted o the sate, dom hation

and the three eal types of
kgtimate dom mation. The
readings from W eber are
supplem ented by Amiai
Etzbni's chssifimtion of the
different fom s that power takes
M odem O rpnizations, Prentice
Hall, 1964) and G BEnfranm
Poggl’s chssic disusson of
Schm it's and Eason'’s views of
the sate The D evebpm ent of
the Modem St@te, Stnford,
1978). I alo use Etzoni's work

as an opporuniy to ihtroduce
the students to the noton of
Chssification .

I malie atthispontthatm ost
reeders will probably consder
me hsne Pr tyhg © twach
W eber o 200 undergraduates
a kcure fomat. However, I
asson them anall amounts of
readingofthe orgnaland spend
a great deal of tin e golg over
the text nn detail durhg the
cture. W hen this fails, the
geduate sudents who teach
weekly recitation sectins that
accompany my lctuures gend
som e tn e review g the cture
material that week. Some
sudents even take o the difficul:
m ateril, and sugest that T use
m ore chssical texdts 1 otherparts
ofthe cour=e.

A fter distussing power, I tum
o a diussbn of r=gines. In
this section, the central thinkers
highlghted are RobertD ahland
Jien Lz, I begn wih a

disusson of D ahl's Polarthy
Yak,1971) asthe centralway 1
whih compamtie politics has
defned modem dem ocracy.
The kcture alko goes nito detail
on the concepts of opposiion
and participation, the necessary
condibons for poyerchy and
Dahls fourfod tpobgy of
egm es fpolarchy, com petitve
olprchy, nclusie hegem ony,
exclusive hegemony). A fter
htroducing modem dem ocracy,
the course then tums to is
varieties. H ere the lectures focus
on three mah areas: executive
power (presidentialism ,
parliam entarism , sem i-
presidentialiam ), party (wo party,
moderate mulbdparty, extreme
multiparty), voting system s
(plurality, m ajoritarian,
proportional, m xed) and system s
of interest interm ediation
foluralist, corporatist).

Afler disussng pokarchis,
the coure tums © modem
dicaorships and begins wih a
ceneral disusson of the two
m apr subtypes - totaltarenim
and authoritarenism . To define
and disuss thelr characteridics,
I k) most heavily on Liz's
weltedabliched typolgy. Here
the sudents read excerpts fiom
hischssic essay T otglltaren and
Authoriaren Regimes’ @ The
H andbook of Polibdmal Scince,
Grengen and Polby, eds.
AddionW eskey 1975). This
alko prowes t© be a good
opporunity to disuss whet a
typolgy isand dem onstrate how
one I constucted. Addidonal
Ssessions are devoted
disusshg both towltarenim
and authortarenim i1 geaer
detail To iustate the ways 1
whith towharenim worked,
one kcur i dewted © a
comparion of Nazim and
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Stalniam abng the Ilnes of the
defning characeristbics outlined
by Friedrih and Brzezinski
Cowltaren D datorhp and
Autocracy, 2¢ Edibn, Pracer,
1966). G en the geafer varety
ofm odem authoriaren r=gn es,
I gend a far anount of tine
sim ply discussing the
characteristics of different sub-
types foersonalistic, dynasdc,
m ilitary, one-party
develbpm ental, bureaucratic-

exchance, m arkets and property

and then disouss issuesofm arket
Bilre and gate htewenton.
The st part of the disusson

on cgpialian foauses on the
rhtinshp between a market
economy and dem ocracy. The
cture contiags the dea of a
m arket econom y as a necessary,

butnota sufficient, conditon for
dem ocracy wih Lindblom ‘s
more criial disusson of the
isue of the privileged positon of

authoritarian, neo-theocratic,
etr) whik providihg some
discussion of real world
exam pks.H err the disussion n
M acridisand Burg isuseful.

Folbwihg the disusson of
regm e, the course tumsto isies
of comparative political
economy. This sscton begns
wih a general disusson of the
concept of develbpm ent. Tt then
tums o the imue of whether
different regim es do a better Pb
of promotng developm ent.
Here the propostion that
authoritarianism prom otes
developm ent better than
democracy i shown t be
considersbly oversated, bassd
prin arily on the experience ofa
few countres (Broply N ICs and
selected bureaucratic-
authortaren regmes). O ther
evidence i presented t© chow
that there & Itk difference
between the wo I tems of
prom oting econom ic
devebpm ent. H ere Sorenson’s
texthas a good discussion of the
In porantisues.

Folowhg dewebpment, the
coure then tums to a disousson
of the two mahn modem
eonom & sygem s - cgpiatism
and communim . Thi secton
begns wih a disussin of
market gydems. I gpend one
Ecure on basic concspts ke

bushess In polarchy from
Polihcs and M arkets Bask,
1977).

T he discussion of com m unim
foauses on is emerence as a
devebpm ental alemative t©
capialim and disusseswhat
means © rphoe the market
wih bureaucratic adm hisration
of the economy. M ost of the
ustrations here ae drawn fiom
the Soviet experince as the
archetype of an adm hisersd
eonomy. A sscond Ecure on
this topic disusses the failire of
the com m uniteconom i sygem
1 the bst part of the twentieth
century. I stess is cgpabilides
or aeathg extensive gowth
fn obilizing undemtlized and
newly created endowments of
capial and Bbor) and is poor
perform ance I prom oting
htensive gowth (n proving the
productivity of existing
endowm ents). This shortcom g
B s=en as BBl © competihg
uccessiilly 1 the most recent
phase of dewebpment 1 the
world econom y.

The concluding section of the
course focuses on regine
change. It begns wih a
discussion of theories of
prerequisie  condibons for
dem ocracy. The disusson here
oauses on oHder theories that
Ink the ris= of dem ocracy wih

rlgon, the cvic aulure and
developm ent. The Ilecture
aoncldes that the search for
prerequisies has been a filre.
Even the stongest ressarch of
this sort, such as Amond and
Vetba TThe Ciic Culure,
Princeton 1963) and Ljset
(Bome Sockl Reguisies of
D em ocracy: Econom ic
Development and Politcal
Legitmacy," APSR 1959) fall
dhort of providihg conviichng
evidence. The well known
probEn wih causal diecton
between democacy and cvic
ailure makes it difficukt
consider civic cultlure a
prerequite. Sin ibrly, the hter
work of Przeworski, A larez,
Cheibub and Limongi
D emocracy and D evebpm ent;
Cambridge 2000) on the
relationship between
devebpm ent and dem ocracy,
makes it ckar that whike
developm ent promotes the
aurvival of democracy, it falls
chortasan antecedentconditon.
Folbwig this disusson, the
mure tums to processes of
regin e chance . Both dem ocratic
breskdown and dem ocratization
are coverad. The kcdure on
breakdown acgin relies on Lz,
but th’s tine his sam hal essay
“Crisis, Breakdown, and
Reequilbration” (n The
Breakdown of D em ocratic
Regin es, ®hns H opkiis, 1978),
to disusshow dem ocracies have
found them sshves 1 crisis and
how they eiher sabilize
them sslves or perih. The bst
aibgantie ise to be disussed
T the couree is dem ocratization.
The sudents are hiroduced ©
the dages comm only assochted
wih the process — Toeralization,
tansition and consoldation.
A fler ntroducing the conaeptsof
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Toeralization and tansiton, I
present the extended version of
Przeworski’s gam e of transiton
from D em ocracy and the M arket
Cam bridge 1991) to the chss o
gie them a snse of how the
preferences and actions of actors
cn phy a decisie ok 1 the
process. This cture cbses wih
adisausson of consoldation asa
second transition (as
conosptualized by M anwarhg,
O Donnell and Vaknzuek 1
Issues in D em ocratic
Consoldation, Notre Dame
1992) i whih a democacy
becom es fully nsHtutionalized .
Ulnately I find that this
desin for the wurse works
reasonably well for three
masons. Fist, & & topialy
baised 11 a way that m anhtains
gudent hterest. Regin e chance
seem s to fire thelr in agnations.
Several sudents have ©H me
that the coure i one of the
reasons they skaed polital
science as thelr m apr. Second,
the materel Eends i==lf © a
discussion of the diersiy of our
gibfield 1 tem s of gpproach
and m ethod. T thus imctbns as
a twe nbtoducton t© the
sibfied. Thid, talowsme t©
teach fiom my own soengths n
term s of abgance and this
kesps me engged. W hie a
course of this destn s not for
evenyone, i those desoning an
undergraduate htroducton t©
com parative poliics kesp these
three imues n mid when
desoning theirown courses, they
will gand a better chance of
siccess.
1 RoyC .M acridis and Steven L. Burg,
Introducton t© Comparate Politcs,
Regin es and Change, Second edibon,
New York: Hamer Collns, 1991);
Howard J. W Brda, Intoducton to

Com parative Politics, Concepts and
Processes, Belmont, CA : W adsworth,

1993);and G eorg Sgrenson, D em ocracy
and D em ocratzation, Boulder, CO :
W estrew,1993).

2 For a full list of all the readings,
readers can consult the on -line version of
my syllbbus at htp y/poliscilapsu edu/
auly/BERNHARD SYLLABUS pdf .

Foundations of Polibcal
Analysis: Politcal Science 50

ABn S .Zuckem an

B rown Uniersiy
Aln Zudkerm an@ brown edu

The Foundations of Politial
Analy=sis PS50) smy verson of
Introducton t© Com pamatie
Politics. Thave been teachng the
coure orabout20 years, and by
now ithasbecom e my sbnature
omure at Brown. Ik embodEes
my mkes of teaching: 1) Alays
em phasize m odes of thoudht; 2)
aways twach &ills; 3) newer
emphasize “names, dates and
phleed’; 4) aways teach o the
top of the cbss and 5) nevwer
teach m ateral that T find boring.
Because the course snotabout
the poltics of anything or
anywhere, T feelno oblgaton t©
cover material about any
pardoubr phee or sibsantie
topic. Rather, I &y to teach
sudents how political scientigs
do political science.

PS50 hasa distihctve phoe n
our deparment’s curculim .
First desnated as ‘“hihly
recomm ended” and now lised
as one of three required courses,
jist about all politial sciEnce
oncentiators teke . Because
most gudents tgke polidcal
scEnce I order o further ther
hteress 1 subsantive topicsand
because hardly any of them care

about the discipline of polidal
scence, most dudents find the
course confusing, atbest. ‘"W hy

are we donng this, when Iwantto

¥am m ore about the Congress,

the environm ent, gbbalization,
or som e dher avorie?” ‘W hy
an TIhere, when I would much

prefer a course about polidcs,
not about poltmal sciEnce?”
T hese questions gppearon m ost
gudents’ faces on the first day,

and some of thess quizzial
boks never lave. Gome
artdoubte thedr feelings directly.)
Remember too that at Brown,
there arr no uniersty-wie
disrouton requirements, o
sudentshardly ever tgke courses
because they ‘mus? and oauly

aln ostnever teach gudentswho

“don‘twantto be there” And so

confusbn about the oourse’s
topt htemcswih resentm entof
Is quasiobliptory satus o offer
a gong test of my teaching
abilites.

I have already aliided t© my
aopwach t this challenge. T
advance. I do notretreat. W hat
does that mean 1 practe? I
teach 1 a way that sretthes the
sudent's ceneral mtellectual
abdlities. The in phicitm essace of
the coure the gibtExt as they
now say) 8 that snart and
comm ied sudents are abk and
ghoud want t© mager this
materi]l, and one measure of
how broht and dediated you
are 8how wellyou do 1 PS 50.
As I keep my=lf fiom behg
bored princpk fie dbovwe) and
I each © the tp of the chss
fbrincpk 4 abowe), I chalkenge
these broht and hard-workig
gudentsto saywihme.

Does twork? I thikk s0.As
one shoull expect, sudentsvary
T thetr abilty and willingness to
am thematerbl énd Tand my
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teachihg assidents very v how
well we convey 1). Som e catch
on Imm ediately and slice through
the material lke a hot knife
through butier. Som e never “get
it,” remaining confused all
sem nar @nd most of these fail
the course). As the semester
progresses, most catch on, and

som e of these are pleased with

the accom plichm ent, while others
decide that they did not want to

know all that much about
political science. There are other
measures: Not only have the
coure’s graduates gone on t©
exceptional careers (not
uncommon at Brown), but
several are accom plished
political scientists 1 their own
roht, eachhg at adihg coleces
and uniersiies across the
country. O ccasbnal anecdotes
reaffim the ponnt. Consder also
the com m ents of a sudent, who
had jist decided to awich her
concentraton fiom bbbgy ©
poliial science. "The course i
the poliical science equivalentof
orgpnic chem idry. Ifyou can do
PS50, you can do any course 1
the deparm ent” ATltoH, Thavwe
been very satsfied wih the
Eaming and teaching 11 the
Foundations of Political
Analysis.

Let me ot mor concete
about the cour=e as tnow exigs
@ wverson of a previous
Tcamation can be ound h my
book Doig Polidml Scince,
W esview Press, 1991). Thi
smeser the cwoure has four
m acro-unis:

1.Ttbegnsby focusing on issies
of epigem obgy and ontobgy
(e., theories of knowlkdose,
egecihlly how t© describe and
explBmn the politicalworld, and
how we know and perceie the
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polifcal world). Rem ember
principk one: teach m odes of
thoucht. H ere, I try t© Tnduce
the sudents to think about
thesee tBks, whith are both
cantral o what we do and
usually digant from ther own
thoudhts. The mager theme
here I that the political world
“out there” is not “wisblk,”
without concepts and
measures. It cannot be
perceied by the sudents
Ttuion. Rather, we goply and
popose mental constucts,
whih sk to cpture the
“graing’ of politics (o borow

an image from Emest
Gelher). '‘How do we e a
revolution, awar, an ekcton?”
W hen political scientists clbin

that var\ton 1 educaton
expbins varaton 1 tumout,
how swoull one defne and
m easure the concepts
“education,” “umout’ and
“expknation”? How do we
know how good a Pb we are
doing (swues of valdiy and
reliability)? W e explore
altermatie undersendigs of
explnation: covering-law,
cause, and exphnations that
use casting and saghng o E'lla
sory wih an outcome.
Depending on the readihgs
and what ele i gong on, I
m tht present here as well
expEnation as undersanding.
In addibn and of geat
n portance, we explbre how
politcal scientigs devise their
expbnations. Thismovwes o a
discussion of different
theoretical gpproaches. Tn past
years, I gpent a bt of tme
ontrasting  matonal choie
theory, approaches which
emphasize polbml aulre,
and M arxxn and W eberin
approaches to polidcal

analysis. Thisyear, I foaus this
porton of the course on the

cwontrast between bounded
matonalty and ratonal choie
theory.

W hatdo the sudents read
n the fist portbn of the
course? A partcularly
dem andihg articke darts the
wure, Gudmund H emes,
W rtual R eality,” 1h H edsoom
and Swedberg's edied book,
SocEl M echanisns. &t & the
best conciss troducton ©
Imuesof concsptualization and
explnation In the sockl
sciences that T know . Tk snot
an easy d, and s it
accom plishes several
pedagogic goals at once: T
cwonveys the materal that
needs to be presented and
signals that I order t© m ake
snse of the esmay @nd
therefore the oourse) the
sudent must work hard and
thihk carefully. Th ower t©
Iohten the gudent's buxden, I
ako asn depters fiom my
book, D oing Poliical Science,
whih coverssom e ofthe sam e
m aterbl 11 a gentler way and
1=peats som e of them es fiom
Ecures.

2 By thispoint, there s a song
need to make these abszact
¥sues concrete and r=al. The
QOurse now twums t© an
assgnm ent 1 elem entary daa
analysis. Students offer
explanatory hypotheses,
defend the underlying general
cbin s, propose and m eagire
conceptsfarebles and  test
them wih evidence fiom a
data set. Tn orderto do this, I
htoduce the sudents t©
SPSS, teaching them t© create
varebks, nn cosstEbs and
Iterpret the pattems and their
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attendant satistical resuls.

The asstnm ent accom pliches

several critical tasks:

- oncept ormaton com es
alive;

- precie definitons are now
more than deals; they are
required forthe program t©
wn;

- offerng hypotheses albws
the dudents © wy ©
expbin the polidcal world,
hepbihhg to make them
actie mather than passie
Famers;

- the esshep them e that
their propossd Heas cn
som etin esbe wrong;

- and theyhep them t© feela
bi of the exhibration that
comes when one’s Teas
work.

The assgnm ent requires that T

vary the daa ==, © as ©

mmowe the tEmptton of

ushg papers sdbmited 1 a

previbus year. Over the years,

T have used m ateril from the

world wvalues survey @

conjuncton wih Russell

Dalon, Ciizen Polities 1

W egem D em ocrackes), fiom

Vetba, Schbzm an and Brady,

Voie and Equalty, aswellas

data fiom my own ressarch

proEcts.

This scton of the coure
alo acom plishes pricpre
two: teach new kills.N one of
the sudents enter wih the
ability to do data analksis; all
kam it ©or they dwop out at
this pont). Some dudents
mager the tak InmedbEl.
Thdeed, som e of these 1501l
become bored by the
ekmentary nature of the
assignm ent (some are
offtnded by SPSS’s user-
fridendly nature). O thers
suggke, and decde never t©

do this kid of work agph.
Sdll, all of them have kamed
om ething new, a mapr
benefit.

3Havihg ent tine on what

needs to be done i polideal
sEncee and having ttken a
tum at dohg some, the
dudents now exam e how
polifcal scintigts do what they
do. Here, I htoduce a
skcton of readhgs desned

o htroduce the gudents to
the diversity of the distplne.
In recent years, the dudents
have read B ryen Jones, Politics
and the Archiecture of
Choice; Robert Putmam,
Bowlng Alone; Dennis
Chong, Ratbnal Lies; D Ene
Singerm an, Avenues of
Participation; Jan G ross,
N ebhbors; W oltpng Sofsky,
The O rder of Ternor; Fouad
Aam i, The Dream Pabce of
the Awbs; as well as artickes
from the American Poliical
Science Review and other first-
ank pumal. I choose thes

adigs for several reasons: 1)

They present alemative
theoretical and m ethodological
perspectives; 2) they are cbss

© my aunent ressarch, and o

I fully command the m aterbl
frem em ber princpk fie); 3)
they ntroduce materal fiom

different polites and socketies
@ quik bow to “com paratie

politics”); 4) they oover
substantive themes of
findam ental In portence énd
o I usually asson sekctions
on govermnm ent brutalty, and
this year h the wake of the
attacks on the W orld Trade
Center and the Pentegon I
hawe nclided materil on
politics 1 A rab countries); and
5) finally, I never worry that

the materal & o difficult.
M os of my dudents are abke
© rad and comprehend the
best work 1 polidal science
fem ember princpEke ur),
and if they have problem s, the
TA's and I are there t© hebp
them @fterall, thatf'sourb).

4 The fnal uni of the course

htroduces the them es of how

we know what we know ; how

the way we know what we
know affects what we know;
and the Iim isofknowkdee 1
polital sence end 1 the
final Ecture at the universiy
tgken as a wholk). Poliial
CEence as a seEnee B not
aoout “tuth,” as n agreed
upon and codified knowledce.
Rather, it sries o produce
knowkdee wih “cedentsls)”
srong reasons o acosptclin s
© knowkdee. The m ore ess
passed and the more
dem andng they are, the m ore
rmason there & to acospt an
analsis the sudent’s own or
that of anyone elke).H owever,
there is no m agic num ber of
tests or kind of test that
certifies know dee. A Tl efforts
o exphh the polidal world
vary In certainty. This
em phatically does not m ean
that poliical science i about
tages and opihins; analses
vary 1 how sxong they are,
and we drie and need
evaluate them . W hat do we
read? H ers, T assign C ook and
Canpbellls chssic work on
Itemaland external valdiy. T
have alo used Thomas
G ibvith s sudy of “hothands”
T basketball from How W e
Know W hat Im‘’t So) and
Rihard H am iton, The Socil
M isongruction of Realty, a
faschating study of how
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m Haken undersandics are
aodified and tranan ted 1 the
sockl stiences. The core text,
however, rmmans my Dohg
Politiml Science.

Som e final words on nuts and
bolks: I disrbute chss notes
before each kctre, tellhg the
sudents that T dont think that
m ostpeopk can Iigen, think and
wrie atthe sam e tin e and that T
want to maxin e the first two
and mnin e the tine they
spend teking notes. Last year, I
alko put the kcture notes on the
course’s web-page. I
disontiued  that, because it
sam ed © haease the Evel of
passvity among the sudents.
This smegder I ako bmwudht
badk nhchs eans as well as
two pagoers. This stucture
r=plced sk papers, whith Tussd
or several years nnning. W hy
did I oo back © exam £? Sinply
put, h<lss teds foaus attention
much better than do papers,
een the kind of careily
desned onesthatThave used.

ATl this inplies that PS 50
replces the need for an
htroduction t© com paratve
politcs. D ces thi goply o my
own department? No. A
prevous dchar nstduted the
ntroducton t© com parative
wihout knowig or akig me
anythig aboutm y course. Such
are the vagpres of departm ent
politics and decisonm akig.

The Foundations of Poliisal
Analsis sucoeeds becauss i
challenges the sudents ©
grepple wih ntellectually
dem anding firstrate polibcal
sciEnce, and because i rewards
the effort wih new ways of
thinking, new analyticaltoolsand
a quide o test other peopk’s
ckhin s to knowkdee. ki ako a
prasure o wadch.

D ebating C om parative Politics

EvaBellin
H arvard U niversiy
ebellin@ wcfia harvard edu

Com parativiss are, by nature,
an adventurous bt. Those who
agree o teach the hitroductory
coure t© our subdiscplne are
epecilly . The fied of
com parative politics £ s wie-
mngng I method, topt and
geogephial oaus - tEmore
than challengng © orpnize a
com prehensive hitroducton that
does not degenerate o a dull
catalbgue of conaepts, categpres
and countres.

W hen Grzeoorz Ekfert and T
took on the challence ofteaching
this coure we sw T as an
opporunity t© rwthihk the
cbpctives of com parative politics
101. W e dentfied four mapr
goals orourcourse.

Fi=t, ghool dudents 1 the
basic concepts of com parative
analysis. Students should come
away fom a course Ike thiswih
a precie underganding of the
buidihg bbdks of ocur field-
Ems such as mEgne, dSaE,
dem ocracy, cidzenshjp, cwil
sockty, hsdutons, civic culure,
revolution and power-that
transcend our regional or
m ethodobgical preferences and
srvieusall

Second, expose students to the
explanatory enterprise that is at
the heart of com parative analysis
and practice them In the m ethod
of com parison and is utlity for
building and testing hypotheses
about the political world.

Thid, expose sudents ©
som e of the great books of the
field. Great reading is
ntellectually nspiring and
egablishes a model for good

writng. Tn addiion tedabliches
a common st of eferents for
the fied that fosers discussion

across sub-goeciles.
Fourth, engage students
politically. Spark their

inaghation about politdcs. The
beauty of com parative politics is
that it gives students the analytic
tools to unlock the dynam ics of
politcs In their own backyards as
well as the com parative scope to
inaghe politcs differently. W e
sought to exploit this by focusing
on big, realworld issues thatwere
lkely to engage the students and
that had mspired our own
passion for the profession.

O ur orenizng priicpr was
o buid the cour=e around a st
of them escastasdebates rather
than amwund a =t of country
studies. D espite our
comm im ent © hisorialy and
em pidally gounded polidcal
cence, we fel that orgpnizing
the course 11 the conventional
way—around snap shots of fie
muntres wih dierse m=gme
types-woul be Essaiccessilat
engaging students I the
explanatory enterprise of
com parative politcs. Our
them eswere chosen wih an eye
o hithg each of our four
tarets. That is, each theme
ain ed o hiroduce key concepts,
practce students iIn the
explnatory enterprise, boast a
great book or two, and pass the
“oasson” et W e found thatsk
themes were the maxinum
sudents could m aser over the
owure of one smeger. This
htroduced an element of
abirarness I our choie of
topis. Clkarly, we could not
cover all the themes that
com parEtvists m tht consder
canonial

The themes we s==ttld on
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changed over the years, h Ine
wih our ewoing nterss and
chances 1 profesoral gaffing.
Gteve Levisky pned the coure
st year and added his own
expertie and fhr). The them es
nclided the nattre of the
modem dsate, the hisorial
ewlitbn of ciizenshp, the
dynam s of democracy and
dem ocratizaton, the cases and
consequences of revolution, the
political power of ettinicty, the
aulural foundations of polidics,
the mter-relationship of
econom ics and politics, and the
im portance of polidcal
hsdntons. Each theme was
focused around a central
question or debate, desned t©
be acessbe o the dudents and
to have real world sonificence.
These questons ihciided: why
are some countries dem ocratic
and others authoritaren? Is t
possbkE to hitroduce dem ocracy
and fundamental eoconom ic
reform satthe ssme time? W hat
constdtutional choices are
avaitbke fornew dem ocracies?
W hat & the rmcpe r a
successfi]l revoluton? W hen Is
ethnic clkavace Ikely to explode
no cvilwar? Are there cultural
preconditions for different
1egin e types and what ok does
vbrant assocketonal life pky 1
this? D o nsttutbns reallym atter
1 shapigpolibcaloutcom es?
To ‘“oak” thee puzzks,
sudents were exposed to
different theoretical approaches,
ncuding cdhssical W ebersn,
M andst and pliralist tradions,
alongside contem porary
higorical, hsbutionalist, auluial
and leadership-centered
explnations. They were then
aked © goply and crtally
ealiae the utdlty of these
different gpproaches by testng
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them acpihst empidsal realty.
For eampk, Por the theme on

ewliton we had them sudy
the cases of the Russbn and
Chhese mwliton. For the
theme on democmtizaton we
had them sudy the cases of
South A frica and Sweden aswell
as Polnd and Eagem Europe.

And for the theme on cwvic
aulure and assochtonal life we

had them dudy the casesof Taly,
the Unied States and W eimar
Gem any. Choie of cases was
govemed by the ntrinsic
piuantmessofthe case aswellas
the avaibbility of a “good read”

on the topi. W e expressly
clided the Unied States as a
cae 11 a num ber of our them es
1 oder © encpce the sudents,

encourace them t© draw upon
their own experience, and o se
com paratie poliis as havig
direct udlty for undersanding
and reinaginig their own
politicalword.

In the end we wer not
religously oonsisent about
teging these four gpproaches n
each of our themes. W hik we
wanted the sudents to becom e
conmversnt 1 these  different
approaches t© com parative
explnation, we found thatsom e
them es were better explored n
different ways. For exam pk, 1
weeks where the gpproach i=elf
was the sibgct of debate Eg.
Do nsdutions matter? Does
aulure chape polibics?), we
Iin iIsd oureles t© anpidal
com parisons to decde the issue.
W e sacrificed consigency for
Ixelness and m ost sudents did
notseem tom ind.

But one thihg that was
consigent about the course was
the centmality of debate t© each
them e and the gounding of all
analysis In empircal cases.

Havihg to tgke a gand on by
Isues gplvenized the sudents.
Forcing them t© back up their
analysis wih em pircal evidence
practeed them 1 the &kills of
regoonsbkE argum ent.

By the end ofthe sem eserour
gudents came away wih a
magery of key compamatie
concepts, fam iliarity with
hypothesis testing, a snse of
som e realworld casesand a tase
or the chase. Th addion they
had read som e very good books
hchidhgwork by T H .M arshall
on ciizenship, Theda Skogool
and Bamihgon M oore on
revoluton, Clfford Geertz and
Nelon Kasfir on ethnicty,
Robert Putnam on associtonal
Iife and Jm es Saotton the artof
resigance, am ong others.

Most of our gudents n
Com parative Politics 101 are not
degined t© be professional
political scientists. Our
regponsbilty © thee fiture
bwyers, pumalids, teachers and
activigs, I to give them the ook
o be engged and crbml
conamers and ceaors of
political life. W e can enliven
their Inaghation through
com parison and teach them ©
thnk outste the box of ther
own experence by exposig
them to wiely diergent cases
ttken from acoss the and
pace. G ven the diverstty of the
field there m ay neverbe a sngke
Emphte or ocur htoductry
mure. But © bng as our
courses all provide sudentswih
a foundation 1 basic polidmal
oncepts, practdoe them 1 the
com paratie m ethod and chare
at kast a few bibls, we willnot
2k at cross purposes but ather
will acaum ubte knowkdee and
Inprove our underdending of
ourwonderfull dierse quarry.
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Solving Problems in

Com paratize Polidics

AndyGould
UnierstyofNotteDam e
agoulde nd edu

h seven sem esers of teachng
the dIntro course I've
encountered quie a few
probkm s, som e of which could
aop up oryou ako. The tried
out many solitbns, to, and
bebw I expkin the ones that
worked outbest. Asyoullsee, I
arque that assoning a good text
hels 1 s=sveralways. A caveats
that Twrote a country chapter for
Compamtive Poliics, Ffiey
Kopseih and M ark Lihbach,
eds., published by Cambrdee
Uniersty Press. Thus, Thave &
rem arkably snall) hterest i
permuading you o adopt this
partcular one. The last
paragraph has details about this
and the other resoures T
menton n this essay. At any
me, here are fir common
probkms, along wih fie
solutons thatyou can try.

No ghokr underdands that
m any countries 1 depth.

W hether you am toward
cenerlizaton or specificity 1
your own work, a course that
covers jistwhatyou know bestis
a geat advenced s=m har, but
not an ntroduction to
com parative poliics. M ostof us
gart our eadchihg carrers wih a
one-country disertatn. h my
cae I wrote &bout ur
countries, but two were
Switzerland and Belgum .
Addng the other two, France
and G em any, woul produce a
oourse about Biropean poliics.
If you conduct mainl breN
com parisons I your researd,
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then you undoubtedly
concentrate on jista few them es.

Usx a E=xtbook that presents
materal outsde your area of
expertie.

W hen your ooure ot
beyond what youhe ressarched
your=elf, your kctures can focus
on quesions and themes that
you would ke the sudents to
expbre wih the materil they
ad on therr own. Each of the
country authors 11 our textbook
end 1 m ost other colbborative
texts) publishes on the country
she orhe wries about. So when
Iteach, I el upon the sudents’
mading of the dhapters for
nformaton that I would
othewwize have t© presnt
wihoutm uch valie added.

Students don‘tknow very m uch
about contem porary poliics.

You will be Empted to use
eampks from the news ©
ugrate your poits. I recently
used A1Q aeda ‘s attacks on the
Unied States for debates about
wrlgon and poltcs. But how
much do dudents really know
about this empirical exam pk?
How many artices I a kading
new spaperornew sm agazine can
you asmume your sudents to
hae read fiom gartto fnih? Is
T even reasonsbk © expect
oler dudents © mad the
newpaper at breakfad? T a
dinihg hal? If you want t©
evaluate dudents based on their
analyses of curent polidcs, you
are oig to hawe to provide
them wih the em pircalm ateral
yourself.

A ssin The Econom it

The weekly Economit ®
concie and managesbke for
evenone concemed (hclding

the professor) and it provides a
nonyU S. perpecte on the
news. Buk sudentsubscriptions
Iwvoleam hinum ofhasske and
ot t© each sudent €167/
week). You hawe to use cunent
news for this to be effectie. I
pik outone or two particulrly
wrkvent artickes and announce
these early n the week . Tn a bter
cbss or s=cton the sudents
disauss those articles 11 Ight of
that week’s other readngs. O ne
of the crtera by whih therr
papers are graded Is thelr abilty
o bring 1 som e evidence fiom
these and otherartics.

O ne gtholbr cannot regponsbly
=present our field’s ntellectual
diversiy.

Several theoretial tadions
anin ate ressarch 11 com parative
politics, but each of us moeies
ome pecific tahhg. I my
own case, Iwork as an hisorial
nstihitdonalist with neo-
W eberbn and rmtional choie
hfluences. How can you teach
the research based 11 theories
for which you do not have the
requiste tanhg?

Expbn to the sudents your
htelectualbbses.

This is harder then it sounds,
because, at some pont 1 the
urse, you are gohg o have
ell out a bi of ntelecual
hisory and by out the varbus
approaches that you draw from
and contend wih. For each
appmach, you will have t© By
outthe key Hdeas, the approach'’s
srengths and weakneses, the
mainh bodis of confim hg
evilence and s on. You can
explbn why there I htellectual
diversity, why it is hterestingand
what you think will happen 1
the fed 1 the near fiture.
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In agine that at the end of your
ure your sudents can sate
the basics of the mam
approaches, dentify one or two
exem phbrs of those approaches
and acoount or the biases of the
profesorwho mudht them allof
this. That would be a very
Successfiill ntroduction t©
com parative polidcs.

A &=t wih an dentfiEbe
perpectie makes acoounting
or bibses easer. Our texts
perpectie I this: a country’s
position I the gbbal context
srongly hfluences is polidcal
devebpment. Then you cn
bakncee a ==t wih skced
readings from other
perpectives, such as one that
argues that econom ic
devebpm ent i the prin e m otor
of poltial chance. O £ courss,
you and your sudents can ako
arque that certain perspectives fit
tocether, or are com pkm entary
o each other. I =am, by
buidihg out fiom your own
oundaton, you can make an
undergendig of the varbus
perpecties 11 the fiel an
htegalpartofthe course.

Students aren’t mnterested 1
professional com parative politics.

Sad butte.And ther hterest
1 aunent events will only oet
them = far. Many of your
gudents will be kg the htro
cbss 1 oer o satisfy a scal
science distrbution requirem ent.
In fact, your htto coure is the
most advanced oourse 1In
com parative polibcs that m any
gudents ever tgke, 1 therentire
Ives! In <hort, your audience
consigs of m any pecpk who are
not there © begn a career
com paratie poliics, no mater
whatyou do.
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Pose Iterestng questons
rightnow .

Her i wher you choud
“each for the test” which isok,
becauss you wrie the tegs! In
the goring of 2002, my course
had a wesk of madigs that
nclided the text's chapter on
Ten and sverl Ppumalitic
sources orother countries n the
=gbon.An essay queston on the
m dtem asked this

President G eorce Bush's “State

of the Unbn” entfied Tran

and Trag as wo countres h an

vaxis of evil” Your essy does

not have to support or oppose

the evaluation and the associated

policy, but it does hawe

explan the adm nistration’s
positon and to consider possible
counter-argum ents. First,
describe and explain the polidcal
regines I Tran and Trag.

Second, descrbe and explbin

the political regin es 11 two key

U S.allies in the regon  (choose

from Saudi Awbi, Egypt and

Pakigan). Thid, spellout som e

lesons from the campaion

agginst A1l Qaeda and the

Taliban for the upcom ng

polcies of the Unied States

T he dcher option for gudents
on this test was t© compare
pattems of authoritarbnim and
democracy 1 Gemany and
dpan. Threequarters of the
chss chose the form erqueston.

Put a hot e early v the
s=m eger. A s part of your effort
o aldae thelr heress, you
might have t© mwamange the
topis 1 your sylbbus. This has
been a hard Eson for me,
because I used t go
chronobgially and them atically
thoudgh the materal. But this
year I taucht ren 1 the thid
week. Then, when T ot © a
topi from myown ressarch the
hteracton of rwlgous and
political institutions in
G em any), an otherw e esoteric

topic seemed rEkvent to the
sudents. Two years ap the
Eurmopean Unbn was hot news
and o I put the wesk on this
topic rohtup font; td usto
the queston how dates form ed
h the fist phoe Gnother opic
that T Yke to cower). I dont
advocate swiching things around
once the coure darts because
that annoys sudents. M ake your
begtpredicton i the few weeks
before the smeger whith of
your topis will be “op of the
bran,” and put that isue
som ewhere earlyon.

Scholbrlym aterils are boring.

Anythihgoutside a textbook or
m agpzine was writen for a very
different audEnce fiom your
sudents. Youse already realized
that most of them ar not
poliical scientsts, much lss
com parativists. It is not
auprisihg that the sudents are
not naually golg © enpy the
bett and most sophiticated
eadngs 1 our field. But if the
sudentsdon ‘tenpy the readngs
at last som ewhat, how hard will
theywork on them ?

A ssion your favorite works.

It doesn’'t matter how
com plicated or sophisticated or
I most casss) how technial
they are. If you thihk the
readings are great, and you really
know them, then you wil be
excied when you twadh them
and that excitem ent will et the
sudents going, 0o. You willbe
as confdent as you are about
anythihg when you expln these
particulr radings, because
these are the onesyou know well
1 the firstplce. You can answer
virually any questdon about

them , epplbn them 1 mulpk
Contnued onpage31)
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Book Review

Containing N ationalisn
ByM iheelH echter
New York:0 xford U P, 2000

Seth K Blly

D ukeUniersty
skB@ duke edu

A Cause for Optnism?
Federalian and Im plicatons for
Am elbratngN atbnalist Conflict

From the Basque and Catabn
regons of Span t© the
Paksthin terriories i Igeel, o
the Tam il areas of Sy Lanka,
conflits rage over national sl
determ haton. In  Contahig
N atbnalian , M thael H echter
auses on ndiect ik as a
mechanim t© alkviate such
natonalist tenson. Thouch his
model has definie policy
in plications for all governm ents
dealing with nationalist
movem ents, polticiins and
ghobrs dhould be cautbus as
further sygEmatic testing is
needed to justdfy the conclusions.

H echter addresses three m an
questons 1 his sudy on
nationaliam . First, why is
natonalsn a phenomenon of
the modem era? Second, what
causes the varence 1 nationahst
tensbn between and wihn
countres? Fhaly, ar ther
mechanisms t© ameliorate
natonalisttenson B-4)?

T houch m any schobrs debate
why nationalim emerged only
durhg the Bbst two centures,
H echter contends the ason
sin pk: the em pies of previous
centures “did not provide a
strong motive for the
develbpm ent of nationalign .
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M =ihg was the demand for
national sslfdeterm hation” @5).
O foourse, aswih any argum ent
about nationalism , much
depends on definitions. H echter
defines nationalism quite
gecifically: “colectve acton
designed to render the
boundaries of the nation
monguent wih those of is
govemance unt” 7). Note the
use ofthe term Yovermance uni
rather than state. The
boundares of the sate do not
necessarily m atter as bng as a
nation controls is own
govemance unit @6). This
dithcton phkys an inportent
wk 1 the develbpm ent of the
causalanalysis.

U sihg this definiton, i s not
statedevel sovereignty that
matters. Rather, t© borrow
Arend Lipharts Enguage, t i
sgn ental autonom y. As bng as
the agrarn em pies sich as the
O ttom an or the Rom an albwed
hdiect muk, natbns had no
need to pursue gelf-
determ hation. Thus, the advent
of ditect mle mnmtroduced
natonalian o the world (9).
D irectmule forem piesbecam ea
feasbe opton onky 1 the bt
few centurieswih nmovations i
feds such as tensporaton,
com m unication, m ilitary
technobgy and htemational
ttade 69).Therefore, we see the
hypothesized causal sequence:
gven cerain other necessary
condins, the htoducton of
directule adsto natonalisn .

UnPrimately, thouch this
hypothesis seem s flsifiEblk,
the reader is given neiher nn-
depth case studies nor

system atic quantitative analysis o
ascertan s acouracy. Insead,
there & a brief and sin pE ok
at the Ottoman Empie. The
author disusses the advent of
nationalist movements and
contends that ‘Yeripheral
natonalim ' ©lbws sequentally
fom the htroducton of diect
mk by the centtal mkr. He
argues, “the sequence of
perpheral natibnalsn i the
Otoman Empie Dlows the
tin hgofthe i position ofdirect
mlk. Diect mlke was first
Imposed In the westem
proviices and kst the easem
ones. W herever there was
aufficient culural hom ogenety
o foder temdoral soldarity,
peripheral nationalian olbwed
it (76). W hike the argum ent
san s phusbk, there i not
enouch evidence t© convince the
reeder. Tt is not clar whether
other facors 1 the wesem
proviices kBd t© a geater
probabilty of nationalisttension .
W hat if contegion plEyed a ok?
Mor crbeal to Hechter's
argum ent, what I the causal
anow mns not from diectmlke
to nationalism but from
natonalism t© diect mk? In
other words, it s=em s phusbke
that an empie that notied a
nascent nationalisc m ovem ent
woul be m ore lkely to In pose
dicctuktoryto sdfe . Tine
seres gatistcal analysis or m ore
detailed qualtative case sudies
eg., the Britdsh Em pie and the
French Empie) mtht heb o
support or flsify H echter’s
theory visawvis alemative
hypotheses.

The sond main queston
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raised by Containing
N ationalisn concems the
variance In nationalisn between
and wihin countries. AsH echter
notes, if selfdeterm hation is a
universal good,” why is i not
universally pursued by allnations
(116)? Quite simply, collective
goods are the answer. Some
groups do not pursue nationalist
goals because they would be
worse off m an mdependent
state. According to this
argum ent, “demand for
sovereignty is a function of s net
benefits” (122-3).

Sin ilarly, Alesinha and
Spokore Q uarterly dumal of
Econom ics 1997, 112, 4)
consder the trade-off between
the econom s of g=k and the
“cogs of heterogeneiy” of broe
m ulbnational states. The
benefis of broger ountres
hclide dhegper per capia
public cgoods, bBroer ntemal
markets, ks epoaure t©
econom © chocks and security
@ esha and Spokore pp 1028).
Asha and Spokore conclide
that these advantages may be
decreasing in regions
experiencing econom ic
ntegration ({e. Europe),
suggestng  that nationaligm
should be highly conehted wih
econom & htegation (1042).
Thus, expanding H echter’s
argum ent, dem ands for
sovereinty will hicreass when
the benefits of autonom yexceed
the benefis asoched wih
broer sate size.

The sme bgc holds for
Intranational variance
dem ands for sovereinty. Those
ciizenswhose lvelhood ism ost
dependent on the central date,
mther than the r=gbn, should
be ks lkely to support the
natonalist cause (@122-123).
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Both the Basyue and Q uebec
cases qupport this dea, 1n that
capialiss dependent on nta-
date ttade are ess aupportive of
the nationalist m ovem ents.
Further, wihi Spai, texpbns
why the nationalistm ovem entis
mor vobknt n the Bagque
regon while the Catlbn
movem ent receives more
wdegpread support 04-205).

W hik the bgtc put forth by
Hedhter i compellng, the
em pIrial evidence he presents
s diginctly Imied. Ceran
observabEe in plicatbons of the
causal mechanim ar  both
Blifeble and seem hgly easily
teseble. In partcubr, survey
data 1 Euwpe and North
Am erica should provide data t©
test the In plication that goups
most econom ially dependent
on the sate are kss supportive
of natbnalim . In the Cagbn
rgon In Spal, a tine seres
analysis chould <how that
cpialids repced natonalisc
deas when their econom y was
dependent on the sate but
guppored the m ovem ent when
ther economy diersified. Th
ghort, whike the theory =
pkusbk, further tesing would
srengthen the argum ent.

Fnally, H echter addreses the
polcy queston: ‘W hat m tht
conteihn  the dark side of
nationalism ?” W hile he
admow kEdaes there are ssveral
ways to amelbmte tensbon, he
foauses on reducing the dem and
for selfdeterm lnation and
wming the oot of lecte
acton (@8).Both, he arques, can
be acocomplished through
hdirect mke £8). As defined
abowe, natbnalian aries when
there i a disonnect between
the natbn and is govemance
unt. If a sar nsdutes

fdemalian or ndiect mik, then
a natbn has no wason ©
dem and autonom y 36).

Usng Ted Gurr's M norites
atRik data, H echter consders
the correlations between
federalisn and nationalist
tenson to test his theory. As
onem Phtexpectfrom the bgic,
the data sugest that there 5 1n
fact a postive onekhton
between ocentralization and
rebellbn (148).H owever, shae
this analysis s sin ply a bierae
correlation, it is merely
suggestive of a causal Ilnk. A
usefiil extension of this argum ent
would be to test system atically
the argum ent In a pooled cross-
sectional time series analysis,
including significant control
variables such as historical
conflict, socioeconomn ic
variables, extemal threat, etc.
Alematively, more detikd
qualiative cae dudies could
flech out certan cases to =veal
better the causal sequence and
other potentdlly sinificant
vareblks. W ithout eiher of
theee types of analsis, the
reader cannot assume  the
valdiy of the causalargum ent.

Hechter s certainly not the
firt o propose federmlim or
diect ik as a solutbn to
nationalist conflict. Among
others, Arend Liphart (1977)
and Donald Horowiz (985)
nclide federalism as a
potentally validbk tol 1
dealng wih ethnic conflict 1
their respective m odels.
Nonethekss, because of is
extended analysis of ismues of
decentalizaton and r=gnal
autonomy, Containing
Natonalism is a wvaluablke
addion t© the liemture on
m oderatihg nationalisc tEenson.

0’0
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Conference Announcem ent

2003 W orld Congressof the htemationalPoliticalScience A ssociation

The 2003 PPSA W orld Congressw illbe held fh Dutban, South A fiia, from Jine 29 to &1l 4,2003.
Fulldetailson how to particate i the conference are avaibbk on the PSA web ste:
www s ca A summ ary ofthe “Them e” forthe congresfolow s.

Pkas phn to pih ush Durban for PSA ‘sfirt congresson the A frican conthent.

Conveners: Paulb D .M «Chi,Duke Uniersity USA), &m esL.G bson,W ashihgton Universiy f St.Lous USA).

DEMOCRACY, TOLERANCE, dIISITE :CHALLENGESFOR POLITTAL CHANGE

Asthe dustwassttling over the minsof the Berln W all, peopk everyw here, n allwaksof life and ofall
Heobgks, chared a m om ent of w id optin Ian toward the progectsof a m ore juist and dem ocratc word. h
litle m ore than a decade, T hasbecom e apparent that democracy m ay not be all i sreputed to be and, to
om e, justice seem sto recede even as it spursied. Dem ocratic ttansitbnsa re not easily consoldated, and past
Egackesof njishice contihue to sand 1 the way of the bes effortsto achEeve a future asconducive to jagtice as
to dem ocracy. The them e of the 2003 W ord Congressaskshow peoplkscan adknow kdge, confront the past,
or, I som e Ihdances, put asde the past 1 order to enpy a future h whith jidtice, tokrance, and dem ocracy
can fburih.

T m any partsof the world, the consoldation of dem ocratic changeshas requied addressng the past,
one form or another. This hasm eant hodig fomm er kaders acoountabk for thelr actons, prosauting war
crin escom m ited by both govemm entsand ndiidualcizens, m anaghg the group conflict thatm any believe
hasbeen unkashed by dem ocratization, redisrbuting bnd and payihg mwparations for pas hjigices. The
process of natbn-buldhg i alo frequently aneged by the political m obilization of ancient hatreds and
oolective m em ory of past calm s Even sabk dem ocrackesare fachg sarongerpoliicaland social dem ands
thatare prediated on a m ore wbust eense of justie, epeclly from hdenouspeopkrsand culumlm horities
prevbudy subpcted to represon. hdeed, the very process of dem ocratization m ay have contrbuted to
unlkasing sich dem ands, asdem ocracy hastended to give voie to previusly disem pow ered groups, w hik at
the sam e tin e kgitim g popukbr dem ands for justee . A gecter shaunthng the pos=Cold W arworld - the
pecterofhidory.

h many countres throughout the world, this process of redressng the past i desrbed as one of
reconcilation. Though it hasm any m eanigs, the 'm inin alist” definiton of reconcilation hvolves tokrance; a
“m axin alit” definiton requires som e ort of orgvenesaswell Yet, achievig som e form of judtice saurly
necesary before one can m ove to the sage of forg¥eness. M oreover,  m any hgances, the ulin ate goalis
justie - even retrbutive juddee - that som etin es m akes any progect for reconcilation precarbus. How
politial sysem s acoomm odate dem ands for justoe and reconcilbton without scrfichg tokrmnce and
dem ocracy ==l Fan in portant chalkenge forboth egabliched and devebpig dem ocraces.

A wie varety of shobhrhd firs wihn this broad um brelh, anghg from m irw-kvel hquies hto
w hether tuth actually contrbutes to reconcilBtibn to m acw-Evel and hidorial analyses of htergroup and
nterdate rrhtons. StudEesof ndwviduals, ofgroups, of ndhtutions, ofpolitiesand of culuresare w elom e,and
m ethodobgialeckcticisn sencouraged, not just tokrated. The tw enty-firs: century offersm any chalengesto
egablided and em erging dem ocrackes, and the w ork of politica lscentits scentralto dentifyihg problkem sand
providihg guilance forresoliton.

The sib-them esunder thisthem atic mibrc are:
Recongmicting the Pag:The PolticsofRem em brance
PoltimlTokmnce

G bbalizatin :Then and N ow

digtiee :Contextual, Universal, and hdvdual

Race, Ethnity, and Gender:Concepts, Stucture, hsttutions, and A tatudes
New Dem ocraces:CobnialPastand CulurmlValies
Cosn opolianin ,Patrbtin ,and Cikenshp
Politcsof Propetty, Terriory, and the Envionm ent

M akig and In pEm enting Publc Polcy

Tenorsn ,Conflict,and Hum an Rghts

Partam ents, Partes and Ekctbns

= e ] e, PR
T COUUICS OO U TT Lot Oy oottt
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APSA AnnouncesShortCourse

PO OOCOOPOIPPIPOPIPPPIPPPIPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPNPPPNPPPPPPPIPOPINPOPPINPOPIIOPIITPYS
Strategies forR esearch in Com parative and Intemational Politics,
goonsored by the Com m itee on Conosptsand M ethodsand Section on IntemationalH isory and Politics

Tine: W ednesday, August28,2002 100 -500 pm
Info contact: Coln EIn an, celn an@ m ainex] agi edu http /Avww apsanetorgm tog/sclé cfm

AAAAAAAA AL AL A4 A4 444444 44444444444 A A Al Al A ALl d A A AL LML AL A AL LA AL AL AN AN A4
For scholrs of com parative and intemational politcs, field work is often an essential com ponent of
research. H owever, the task of gathering dam I foreign countries frequently presents a host of very
practical problm s and concems. D evelopng a wellplanned research design is hard enough in is own
right, and i practoe, m ay be difficult to i plem ent. K ey contacts m ay be unhelpfiil or unw illing t be
hterviewed, valuable collectionsm ay be o disorganized as to be unusablk, and both tim e and m oneym ay

mn outbefore the necessary form ation hasbeen collected.

This short coure will focus on probkm s of conducting field research overseas, seeking © dentify
srategies for anticipating and addressing such problm s.Am ong the issueswe will considerare:how o use
new technolbgies em ail, web, cell phones) t© hcrease productivity in the field, how t© organize and
m anage vast quantities of mfom ation, how t© galn access © key contacts, how t© hteractwih scholrs n
the host country, how t© m anage tin e effectiely, and how to cope wih uncom ortabk situations.

Participants will be provided wih docum ent tem pltes thatm ay be usefil for carrying out field research,
ncliding ssm ple correspondence. The course willbe valuable for firsttin e field researchers, for scholars
who would ke to consider how to in prove field technigues and for those who teach classes n research
m ethods.

W ashington University Sum m er hstitute on the Em pircal In plications of TheoreticalM odels

A Program forAdvanced Graduate Studentsand dimnbrFaauly
on the M ethodobgia 1Cha IengesPosed by Theoretia 1M odels

http /A cwustledu feim htm

W ashihgton Uniersty i St. Louis will hod is firdr smm er hsdute on the Em piial In plicatons of
TheoretirmalM odek EIM ) 1 dine 2003. The hsttute oauseson the m ethodobgial chalkenges posd by
theoretialm odek. The nsttute s despgned for advanced graduate sudents and jinbr aauly. Summer
hstutesw llbe hed 11 dine 0£f2003,2004,2005,and 2006.

Particpantsw il ph four one-week sm hars—a basc em harand three advanced sm hars. The Summ er
heiute program hchides:

a theoreticaland m ethodological foundations sem inar;
sem inarson the application of gam e theory, spatialm odels, quantalresponse m odels, and behavioralm odels;

applied sem inarson coalition theories, theories of judicialdecision m aking, and theoriesof legislative politics;
sem inarson quantitative, experim ental, and field m ethods.

The =m hars are conducted by natbnaly recognized faauly who dmwn fiom universies throughout the
country. Up to 25 advanced graduate sudents and jinbr aauly willbe provided wih ttavel and bdghg
aubsfieseach sum m er.

Applmation m atere ks w fllbe avaibbk onlhe 1 the near future. The appliation deadlne for the dine 2003
samm er hettute willbe f Gnuary 2003. M or niform ation about the W ashihgton Uniersity ETM Summ er
hetiutesw fllbe avaibbk at:

http /A cwustledu eim htm

To be added to the em aillis: fornoticesabout the program ,em ail eim @w cw ustledu. The sum m er nddtutes
are ponsored by W ashihgton Universty SW efdenbaum Centeron the Econom y, Govermm ent, and Public Policy
and the Departm ent of Politia 1Scknce ; they are finded by the N ationalScence Foundation.
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(Continued from page2)

Nobody was pressed t© pass
judgn ent on the rehtie m eris
of the three form s of generating
knowledge, and nobody
attempted t© exal one at the
expense ofthe others. There was
ako dwng aipport or the
arqum ent that a com bination of
approaches is partalarly
fuifl. If this symposim  and
wundtebe hdeed reflect an
em erging consensus that
different theoretical perspectives
are desiabke and all three
m ethodobgial goproadhes ©
knowledge generation are
equally valuablk, then we can
exttact some guidelnes for
graduate education.

Fist, deparments need t©
offer courses that provide a sold
grounding In the mapr
theoretical and m ethodolbgical
goproaches. This ssem s t© be
selfevident, but m ethodolbgy
aoures other than gatistics and
the m echanicsof survey research
have only becom e widely taught
11 the past decade. Tn term s of
hternsdutional cooperation,
the ITPSR M ihipn smmer
courses have a venerable
taditon of educating graduate
sudents 11 satistisal echnijues.
The Consortim orQ valitatie
Ressarch M ethods COQRM ),
whih hed is fist annual
m ethodobgy nstute this past
January at Arizona State
Uniersty, ismuch newerbutis
making an im portant
contrbution t© misng the
sophistication of graduate
traihing h qualitative m ethods t©
the sam e Bel?

Second, both com parative
higorial and quantatde work
requires fied ressarch and
m agery of a foren bnguace, 1
orer to tramn mndividual
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rescarchersaswellas o generate
hih qualty data avaikbk to the
ghobrly community. M akihg
this argum ent for quantatie
work may seem countermtuiive 2

H owever, I woull nsistthatthe

bes-data analysts 11 com parative

politcs know their cases — and

thelr data. Knowlkdoe of therr
caes albws them ®© fom

Jopropree conaspts and o
dewebp vald and rwlebke
measures for ther concepts.
Now, nobody coud do field
work even In all the 18 or =
countries that are usually
hclided 1 quantiative analyses

of advanced industrial
dem ocracEes, not to gesk of all
the oountrdes nclided 1
analyses of devebpig countries.
Stdll, inm erson I at last one

society other than one’sown has
a powerfull sensitizing effect wih

eoprd o problkm s of concept
formaton and m eagurem ent
valdiy. This effect carries over
o the tream ent of other cases
and dafa.

The concem wih gpproprae
concepts and vald m easures for
com parative ressarch I asold as
the fied, articubted 1n the 1970s
by, among others, Przeworski
and Teune. Thoucgh we are
m akig progess 1 the form  of
greater attention paid to these
ues, n ormms such as the
newl formed Comm iee on
Conaspts and M ethods of the
Intematonal Polidal SciEnce
Agocetin and the Amerien
Poliical Science Asocaton}
we are ako 1 danger of slppig
badwards. Indeed, one m tht
arque that the greater avaibbility
of dafa sets over the htemethas
hareased the temptaton for
researchers © inpose conaepts
and m easuram entson new cases
wihout carefully chedking their

valdiy.Add to thisthe exclusie
emphasis on the wvalie of
“heory” and the disdan for the
“esarch assant's work” of
wlectng daa pmoofesed by
some prom hent manbers of
the discplne, and you hawe a
powerfill hoentie for gaduate
gudents © geEb a canned data
et and use the m easures they
find as ndimtors for concepts
they are ntereged 1, mther
than devebping theirown, m ore
vald m easures and engpging
the pamnswking work of
wlectng dam for ther own
m easures.

W hen you Bk o colleagues-
or for thatm atter advise graduae
gudents-1+ bewomes obvibus
how m uch we are il h need of
good data for so m any essental
phenom ena we want o sudy 1
com parative politcs. Letm e just
pik a few exam pksto m ake the
point. In the study of
com parative polibdcal econom vy,
the rolsofbushessassochtions
and Bbor unins are cruch], as
are questons of concentration of
emonom I power. For muchly
1820 O ECD wountresthere are
reasonably good data avaibbk,
butas soon aswe oo beyond, we
are faced wih a wasebnd. Ever
shce workihg on my first book
1 the 1970s T have wanted sold
com parabke data on uninization
T Latn Am eria, and such daa
are dillnotavaikbk. O fwur=e,
there are data out there, but
Jmes M cGuirr compied daa
fom different sources for the
epght Bbroest Lath Amerien
countres for the m d-ethties,
and they vary 0 wilel as to
make any uss of them 1
Satistical analysis excesdngly
probkm atic®> Coleaguies who
gudy A frica or A sk would have
much the sam e sory o &1L
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Or, Ets ke the dudy of
democracy. One of the key
eplnaory fadors I most
theoretical acoounts of survial
and quality of dem ocracy I the
grencth of civil sockty. Yet, we
hardl have any oomparbke
m easures of this srength, fora
roe num ber of countres and
tme pomnts. There arr some
daa from the W ord Valies
Surveys on group m em bership,
but only for the countries ad
tin e points 1 whith the suneys
were adm hisered. In the case
of Lath Ameria, onl four
countries are included.
M oreover, these dafa do nottell
us anything about the
orpnizational sgength and
politial autnomy of thes
varbus goups. Then there &
the Eurobarometer as an
additional source of
Tfom aton, but as the name
dicates - the dam ar
redricted o Europe. There isa
Lathobardm etro, butessentially
those data are private property
and cannotbe freely accessed by
the scholrdly com m uniy.

W e face the sam e probEm 1
the sudy of gender. W e would
want o know, for ngence, how
wom en'’s polibcal m obilization
affects public policy. Yet, we
don't have sysematic, rlEbke
daa on srength of women’s
movem ents, or women’s
m em bership I polidcal parties.
A, the W orld Values
Surveys clide a queston on
membershpp In women’s
goups, whith i a great sartbut
far from where we need t© be,
partubrly if we want © o
beyond the O ECD countries.

Or how about sudying
Jdical refom , a buming issue
I Thid W awr dem ocraces?
W e hawe no sold com parsbke

28

data on Jdicel recruim ent,
tEenure, remunematons, dutes
and prerocatives, case oads, etc.
Or how about studyng
mulievel govemance, a key
theme In stdies of the
European Unbn? W e smply
have no systematic and
com parabk daa on the extent
of authority by policy area and
Evelofgovernm ent. And the it
goeson.. .

The pont i that a serbus
effort nvesed by disseraton
gudents 1 date colkecton for
their resecarch can have
enom ous payoffis for the
dicplhe as a whok, and we
should sSeer our sudents
towards that effort. O £ course,
we cannot expect any one
sudent o, sy, put together a
data series on the gxencgth of
women’s movem ents i Lath
Ameria shce the 1960s, or
com pargbk dam for even just
one pont n tme on jidickl
sydem s h aub-Ssharan A frica.
H owever, if they m anace t© do
that for just one or two
countres, and at five or ten year
nEewalk, thatwould be am apr
contrbution t®© knowledge
acoum ubton, on whih other
schobrscoud buid.

There isa probkem here that
we need © be aware of. M any
gudents end adviors) make a
basic decison whether a
diseraton & oohg t© use
qualiative or quantatve
analysis. If they decide that the
daa are sin ply not there and
they them s=lves cannot possbly
wlect the dam necessary ©
warrent the use of satstiml
analysis, they tend t© neglect
wlecton of quantfebk daa
alocether. For the dissrtation
I queston, itmay notmake a
great difference whether an

haease I the goength of
unns or wom en’'s m ovem ents
¥ doamented wih expert
Jidan ents or wih number of
members and affiteton t©
unbns or wom en’s m ovem ents
with different political
orentatons at the beghning
and the end of the perivd under
nvestogation, but for the
usefihess of the dissertation t©

the fied asawhok tdoes.This
m eans thatadvisors should nsist
that ther sudents be as precie

and thomwudh as possbke 1
Supportihg thelr assessm ents
wih quantifisbk dat, even for
qualiatie analyses of a shgk
case.

By em phasizing the m erits of
data colection, I cbviusl do
not wikh to downphly the
Inportance of theoretcal
expknaton. Quir t the
contary; dopropree  concepts
and vald m eagurem ents have to

com e outofgood theory, butwe
need good data © et these
theores. Nor do I want ©
downplhy the In portance of the

theoretically mformed case
sudy thatusesprocess trachg to

dem ondrate cause and effect
Theoretially and eam pidcally
well gounded s dudies
congtute excellent sources of
data on thelr own, for shobrs

who have o 'l on scondary

oures or mor swespihg
com parative analyses.

G 3en the sate of the field of
com parative politics with
recprds o the da@ avaikbE t©
test our theories about som e of
Is wr questons, such as
survival and quality of
dem ocracy, peromance of
different modelks of politial
econom y, wom en‘sm cbilization
and is consequences, qualty of
Jdicel sysem s and finctonig

apsa - Summer2002



of muldewl govwemance, i i
advissbE, then, to npartto our
graduate students the
commiment © fiel resarch
and to tain them adequately for
the ©k® Thee ar may
presures on us and on our
students t eschew this
responsibility. Partculrly at
public uniersites, support for
geduae dudents tends t© be
I ied to ouryears and ted ©

service obloptons, and support
or offcam pusressarch shithly
resriced. Extemal findng for
dissertation field research abroad
B often difficuk t©o come by.
Acoordng o a recent articke

the Chronicle of H igher
Educaton, private foundations-
or a bng tin e a cruckl soure
of aupport for disseration
ressarch—are umig away fiom

highereducation, which sugests
that finding for dissertation field
research will get even scarcer.
N everthelss, it is offen possibke
o dgich together anall gents
from different sources © make
field work possble. The
professon asa whok, aswellas
hdvidual advisors, need to send
unam bigjuous sonak that the
prize i worth the effort” The
prize is nothihg kss than
progess 1 the collective effort
o _acoum ubte knowkdoe sbout

com parative pohtics.
1 Neverthekss, given that the orignal
attack on “area studies’ used changes
at the Sockl Science Ressarch Council
to bolser its case, it is worth
com m enting briefly on m y experience at
the SSRC . T had the privikece of serwving
on the od Jbint Comm itee on Lath

Ameria of the SSRC and the ACLS,

and inm edBEely thereafter on the new

Regbnal Adviory Panel for Latin
America. Paul D 1ake as chair of the

comm tee and Eric Hershberg as
progem director guided us throudh the
transform ation, and under their
dynam i kadership the comm itee/
panel contiued the sme kind of
interdisciplinary, com parative,
theoretically nform ed work that i had

done for many years before. The
comm ftee always evaliated profcts
from the ponmt of view of theirr
theoretical im portance and

m ethodobgical soundness, and i had

and contiues © have an htemational
com positon, wih half of is m em bers
com g from  outside the Unied States,
mogly from Lath Ameria, but alo

from Eumpe. Aruably, there were
other comm Heeswho had amor U S.
based com positon and alkegedly am ore
parochial orentation, but that had
nothihg to do wih the mntEelectual
foundations of “area sudies’ at the

SSRC, sinply wih the personnel of

these comm iees.

2 M ore Inform ation on CQ RM 's website

atwww .asu .edu/clas/polisci/cqm .

3 There is a debate about the
Inporance of empical tesdng of
form alm odels. Som e schokbrs nisist that
those who devebp form al m odels do

notnecessaril have the regponsbility to
subect those models to_em pircal eds.

If tests arr consdered necessary, then
there can be a divison of Bbor. I very
srongly dissgree wih this positon.
M odelng unconsraned by daa can be
extrem ely m igkading, and the em pircal
checkshave o com e during the m odel’s
devebpm ent to ensure a contrbution
from the model t knowledge
acoum ubton. Thus, I would sugest
that the argum ent about the in portance
of field research gpples o those who
buid form alm odels alo.

4 For more hfmaton, se their
website atwww conceptsm ethodsorg.

> Thosge data were published 11 Emes
W .M cGulre, Peronian W ihoutPerdn:
Unbns, Partes, and Democmcy I
Argenting, Stenford Uniersty Press,
1997, p. 268. A disusson of newer
figures on unionization in Latn
Ameria and Ash can be found 1 his
article In Studies 1 Com parative
Intermational D evebpm ent 33, No. 4

W nter1999).

6 The APSA i dohg is part by
soonsoring a short course on Stateges
for Feld Ressarch 1 Com parative and
Intemational Poliics 6C 16) at this
year'sAPSA M eeting.

"The Com parative Poliics Secton has
sent an unam biuous sonal regerding
the In portance of hith quality data sts
by esablishing an annual award for the
bestdata s=t. G ven the great am ountof
work that goes o  the collection of
such data sets, the awards have gone t©
est@blished scholars or teams of
ghobrs. W e need t© expand the reach
of this sbnal to gaduate students and
thelr advioors and communiate that
m ore m odest data collection efforts are
hihlyvalisbk ako. %*

W ere on the M ove!

dp=a-Cp

onlne

soon w illbe rebcated from

http /W ww shelley polisciuch edu/apsac.

The N ew sketter'snew cyberhom e w illbe

http /Awww nd edu/~apsa.
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APSA 2002
Bodon

APSA 98th AnnualM eeting
AugusL 29 - Septem berl

Hoged by
HynesConvention Center

Sheraton Bodon
M anottCopky Phae

M eeting attendees:
Pre-rrgiterby Augus: 0th,
2002 o reewve great bw mates.

To qualfy orbw mtes
you musbe a aunentm em berof APSA .
To P APSA orEnew yourm em berhp,
vEt:www apsanetory

U sx=theN ewsktter
n the classroom !

&

The APSA has authorized
university teachers to
reproduce artickes from the
Newcktter for ue 1 the
chssroom at no charce.
Take advantage of this
policy, and itroduce your
graduate sudents o the btest
research, issues and debates
1 com parative poliics.
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consoldating dem ocraces, or,
as H untington bng ago argued,
omupt practices provide the
gease that tums hefficent
wheels and thus hebs to bid
mkrs and the mlkd. A

com paratie sudy of four Lath

Am erican nations has
dem ongrated the necative effect
of coruption by showinghow i
gysem atially erodes polidal
kgitmacy Geligon 2002).
M oreover, the diecton of
causaltty i ss open to doubt
than 1 other areas, shce public
officals s=eking a brie could
not reasonably know a victn ‘s
feelings about kgtimacy 1
advance. Thus, if those who
hae been victn zed ehbi
geater poliial alienation, we
can be ¥asonabl confdent

asaum ing that conuption i the

cause. One challenge to this
argument is the problem of
system atic over- or under-
reporting. For example,

regpondents who support the
ncum bent polibcal party m ight
be lss willng to report corrupt
practices than those who support
the opposition. In other words,

som e m ght have an centive to

critficize mcum bents and to claim

to have been victmized to

impugn those in power.

However, when we stuidied this

potential bias I a country lke
N icaragua, where the population

is deeply divided between

Sandnistas and ant-Sandmnistas,
we found that even controlled for
party identification, the

relationshp held.

The rpid expansion of
surveys throughout the
developing wozrld opens
num erous opporunides t
measure conupton kwls, the
characteristics of is victin s and

Is effects on in portant polibcal
values and behavior. Th addiin
o the Universty of Pitdourch s
work 1 Lath Ameria, the
Centtal European Uniersty
Press has published a detaied
m onograph on four countries of
Easem Europe M ilker, et al
2001). The next gep shoud be

o combihe these regnal
dat@bases from em erging
dem ocracies dellb Porta 2000)

wih work aleady well under
way 11 the advenced hdustril
countries o that we m ht be
better abke o determ e If + i
Tidead the e that conuption

¥ far hher 1 some rgbns
than i others.
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(Continued from page22)

ways and draw all sorts of
nferences and illusrations
about the news today. Students
Ike ther profesors © cre
about thetr own) work; they will
cetenergized by you.

I know whih artickes my
sudents Hke because Task them .
Y etifyou ook overm y sylbbus,
I doubtyou could quess the top
three readings. These are repeat
wimers fiom one smeder ©
the next. They arr great
contrbutins © sthokbrshp 1
obctve tem s ([ think), butmy
gudents Hked them (I think)
because I enpyed expbinng
them and because I frequently
used the eas fiom thes
readings when we were
disussng empidcal materel
Thi i alo why you should
assn som ething fiom your own
articles or bocks, even I an
nto cdbss.

A oneml way © ke
probkm s 1 teachihg this course
by now som ewhat obvibus: as
probkms arie, dont awesp
them under the mg. Insead,
think about them , &k to your
gudents and alkeagues about
them and work yourway toward
resolving them as bestyou can.
Ive dewebped fie solutbns
here that are worth using acpn.
Use a &t o covwer maeral
outsde your own Iesearch.
Asson topnotch, upto-dae
Ppumalism s you can engece
your gudents’ hterestand teach
your sudents how w© thnk
srously about politics. You
have an ntelectual profie,
epkih it to your sudents.
M otiate ther sudy of touch
m aterbl by posng dhallenging
questons about what is
happenihg 11 the world today.
G ie the dudents your favorie
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eadngs, no m atterwhat. n the
end, T think youll find that you
are povidihg an outstendig
htroducton to oom parative
poliics.

Resources: Leam m ore aoout
the text, Comparatie Poliics,
Kopsen and Lihbach, eds., at
www aup org. The hardback
pace albws you to preview the
full Tabk of Contents and
Chapter One n PDF format

You can order a free
exam ination copy; the
paperback costs $35 for
students. Place a class

sibscription order to The
Econom by sendihga FAX t©
Yapia Dekpdo, Q12) 541-
9378. Inclide your mailng
address fvhere youllgeta buk
delvery on M onday or T uesday
of each week), the num ber of
sudents, the firstand bstweeks
you want to rmeceie the
Subscrptions and the num berof
com pln entary copes or you
andpr your TAs. To s my
introductory syllabus,
assgm ents and grading criers,
o © www nd edu/~alachoud
and chik on the Ink © the
teachigpace. %

Renew
Today!

How to Subscrbe:
Subsrptions to the
APSA -CP New getter are
a benefit to m em bersof
the O Iganized Sectbn 1
Com pamatiee Polits of
the Amerian Polial
Scence Asochton. To
Ph the Secton, chedk
the appmprate box
when phhg the APSA
or renewIng your
AsocBtbn mem bershp.
Section dues are
ainently $7 annually,
wih a $2 suxhamge for
foregn addreses. The
prthg and m aiihg of
the New gktter are pai
forout ofm em bers dues.
To Ph the APSA,
aontact:

Am erican Political
Science A ssociation
527Ham pshie Ave.,NW
W ashihgton,DC 20036
UA
Tekphone: 202) 483-2512
Facsin {e: (202) 483-2657
Em ail:m em bershi@apsa com
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Visit the APSA -CP N ew sletteronline at
http YA ww sheleypolistinch edu/apsad.

Back miesare beng added.
There isa one-yeardehy before imies
appearon the w eb site.Subscrbe!

U= theN ew gletterin the classroom !

The APSA hasauthorized unversiy teachers
to reproduce artcesfiom the New setterfor
ue i the chsmoom atno chamge.
Take advantage of thispolcy, and ntroduce
yourgraduate gudentsto the htest research,
esand debatesh com parative politis.

How to Subscribe

Subsorptions to the APSA -CP New sktter are a beneft to m em bers of the O -ganzed Secton 1
Com pamtive Polits of the Am erian Polidal Scence Agochton. To ph the Secton, check the
appmoprate box when phng the APSA or renew hig your AsocBton m em bership . Section dues
are aurently $7 annually, w ih a $2 surdhage for foregn addreses. The printing and m aiing of the

New setterare pai forout ofm em bers dues. To pih the APSA , contact:

Am erican PoliticalScEnce A schtion
527 New Ham pshie Ave ,NW
W ashigton,DC 20036
USA

Tekphone: 202) 483-2512
Facsin ie: (202) 483-2657
Em ail:m em bershp@apsa com

Changesofaddresforthe N ew sketter take plhce autom atically when m em berschange theixr
addressw ih the APSA . P kase do not nd change of addres hform ation to the New sktter.

APSA -CP New sletter
ProfesorDankelTreiln an,Edior
Depanm ent of PoltizalSceEnce
Uniersity of Califoma , LosAngeks
405 H ibard Avenue

LosAngeks, CalifomB 90095-1472
USA

UCLA M ailRecharge Code PR39
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