
Evacuation Protocols for Vanderbilt University School of Engineering Buildings 
 

Introduction 
 

The purpose of this evacuation protocols is to provide guidance in emergency evacuation of 
Vanderbilt University School of Engineering (VUSE) buildings, including Featheringill-Jacobs 
Hall, partial of Stevenson Center building#5, and Olin Hall. Note that this document is a 
supplement to the Vanderbilt University Campus Emergency Response plan to provide detailed 
instruction such as evacuation routes for the three VUSE buildings. Readers should be familiar 
with all the general guidelines listed in the Vanderbilt University Campus Emergency Response 
plan. 
 

In the sections that follow, emphasis has been placed on classrooms and seminar/conference 
rooms located within the VUSE buildings. The graphic evacuation floor maps provide clear 
routes for evacuation from the three engineering buildings. Detailed graphic evacuation maps 
and text instructions are only provided for classrooms and seminar/conference rooms. 
 

The document is organized as follows. Following a description of general guidelines, detailed 
evacuation instructions and evacuation maps are provided for Featheringill-Jacobs Hall, Olin 
Hall, and Stevenson Center-building#5. 
 
General Guidelines 
 

In the event of an evacuation, do not use the elevators. 

Students should know who is near them when the alarms sound and alert the instructor if anyone 
is missing after leaving the building. 

Assembly points must be at least 50 feet from the building. 

Do not congregate near response units and activities. 
 
Staffs in Charge during Evacuation Events  
 

The following staff members are asked to liaise with the emergency responders and let everyone 
know when it is safe to go back into the building: 
 

Featheringill-Jacobs Hall: Lewis Saettel and Linda Hurst Almas 
 

Olin Hall: Gary Walker and Mark Holmes 
 

Stevenson Center building #5: Janiece Harrison and Sharon Lowe. 
 

Faculty are reminded to see that their classes or laboratory personnel leave the building when an 
alarm goes off. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Evacuation Instructions for Featheringill-Jacobs Hall 
 

Note: Please refer to the attached evacuation maps for the location of each assembly area and 
evacuation routes. 
 
Assembly Areas 
 

Community Partnership House /Branscomb Quadrangle  

Stevenson Center Courtyard 

Lawn in front of or behind McTyeire Hall. 
 
Exits 
 

There are (17) exits from Featheringill Hall/Jacobs Hall that can be used in the event of an 
emergency.  
 

FEATHERINGILL HALL AND WING 3  
 

Tower Entrance (Main Lobby) – The main entrance in the lobby area of the 1st floor exits to the 
Medical Center side of the building. This exit is to be used for classrooms 134 and 136. 
 

North East Exit (Suzie’s Cafe) – This entrance is to be used by those exiting classrooms 138 and 
136 (hallway exit) 
 

North West Exit – This exit is to be used for classrooms 129, 131 and 132 (hallway exit). Note: 
THIS IS NOT A HANDICAP ACCESSABLE EXIT. 
 

Southwest Exit – This exit is to be used for classrooms 110, 112, 131A, 132, and 134. 
 

Front of Lecture Hall – Students may exit to the front of the Lecture Hall and then out of the 
building. Note: THIS IS NOT A HANDICAP ACCESSABLE EXIT. 
 

Loading Dock – This exit should be used only by 114 Machine Shop Area and 112 Energetics 
Lab unless no other exit is available. 
 

Direct out of Classroom Exits 
 

112 Energetics Lab – The Energetics Lab and Wind Tunnel rooms can exit directly to the outside 
from this room.   
 

138 Classroom – Students may exit directly to the outside from room 138. 
 

172 Structures Lab – Students may exit directly outside from the rear exit of the lab or from the 
ront of the room to the NW Jacobs Hall exit. f

  

106 Student Study Area – Students may exit the study area directly out on the south patio and 
then exit the patio (west end of the patio is open) 
 
JACOBS HALL EXITS 
 

Jacobs Hall Arcade Exit (North East JH) – Exits to the Stevenson Center Courtyard 
 

Tower Entrance – Exits to the Medical Center side of the building. 
 



Jacobs Hall Breezeway Exit  (from Structures Lab or Stair 5) – Students may exit the Structures 
Lab through this door or through the Structures Lab Rear door. 
 

Jacobs Hall Stair 5 (North West Side of Jacobs Hall) – Students will exit from rooms 270 and 
280.  All others will exit via the Grand Staircase in FGH to the Tower Entrance or the FGH 
North East Exit. 
 

Jacobs Hall Stair 6 (North East Side of Jacobs Hall) – Students will exit from classrooms 296, 
298, and Graduate Student Office 385.   
 

Stair Locations (Sign Posted at Each Stairway Entrance) and Exit Points 
 

4 Stairways Exit Outside – FGH Stairwell 2 and 4 and Jacobs Hall Stairwell 5 and 6. Please exit 
left from stairwell #5 to go directly outside. All other stairwells exit directly outside. Note: DO 
NOT USE ELEVATORS IN THE EVENT OF FIRE. 
 

Stairwell #2 – (2nd floor wing 3) Classrooms 211, 244, 208, 209, and 210 Please exit this 
stairwell. Note: THIS IS NOT A HANDICAP ACCESSABLE EXIT. 
 

Stairwell#4 – (3rd and 2nd floor exit on North West side of FGH) Classrooms 300, and 308, 244, 
and graduate student offices 323, and 333 please exit this staircase. 
 

Grand Staircase (Atrium 3rd, 2nd and 1st floors) – Classrooms /Seminar Rooms 300, 306, 200, 
204, 201, 203, 265 should use these stairs and exit the Tower Entrance or the North East Exit 
(Suzie’s) from the building. 
 
Fire Doors 
 

There are nine (9) sets of fire doors in the Featheringill-Jacobs Hall. When smoke is detected 
and/or the alarm is sounded they will all close automatically. Four (4) sets have windows, but the 
other five sets are opaque. This complicates matters in that, in a few cases, taking the shortest 
route from a classroom to a stairway/exit would require going through opaque doors without an 
opportunity to observe in advance the situation on the other side. When approaching an opaque 
fire door, be aware that someone may be on the other side of the door, open door slowly as not to 
injure someone on the other side. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVACUATION
DO NOT EXIT

Designated Tornado Shelter

Handicap Exit

Key

Emergency Exits

Tornado Safe Zones

*Internal Spaces—No Windows—Lowest Level are Best

 IN THE EVENT OF AN EVACUATION
EXIT BUILDING TO ONE OF THE 
DESIGNATED ASSEMBLY AREAS

*YOU MUST BE AT LEAST 
50’ FROM THE BUILDING*

1st FLOOR–JACOBS HALL & FEATHERINGILL

Student 
 Lounge110

Welding 
Lab  
116 

Mechanic
Shop
114

131

Welding Room

Ba
th

Ba
th

Lo
ad

in
g

 D
oc

k

Energetics Lab
112

131A

O
fc

.

O
fc

.

O
fc

.

File Ad
m

inRecept.

134

132

132

Lecture
Hall

136

138129

Designated 
Assembly Area Stevenson 

Center Courtyard

Designated Assembly Area
Community Partnership House/

Branscomb Quadrangle

Designated 
Assembly Area 

Behind McTyeire Hall

Wind  Tunnel

Structures 
Lab
172

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l  
La

b

N2

4

5

6

1



270

280

DO NOT EXIT

Designated Tornado Shelter

Handicap Exit

Key

EVACUATION

 IN THE EVENT OF AN EVACUATION
EXIT BUILDING TO ONE OF THE 
DESIGNATED ASSEMBLY AREAS

*YOU MUST BE AT LEAST 
50’ FROM THE BUILDING*

N

2nd FLOOR–JACOBS HALL & FEATHERINGILL

elecV/D1

273

261 263

265262

264

271

269

275
272
274

276

277

279
281

282

284

286

288

290 295

293

297292

294 299

283

285

287

289

291

278

267

267A

258256252246

25725524
7

24
8

24
9

25
0

25
1

25
3

25
4b

25
4

25
4c

222

220

218

216
214

212

224

226

228

230

232

234

236

238

240

24
5

268

296

elev
elev

elev

server room

209

210 208 206 204 202

211

244

239
w

om
en

w
om

en

m
en

m
en

w
om

en
m

en

200

265

203

298

201

Designated 
Assembly Area Stevenson 

Center Courtyard

Designated 
Assembly Area 

Behind McTyeire Hall

5

6

4

2

1

Designated Assembly Area
Community Partnership House/

Branscomb Quadrangle



DO NOT EXIT

Designated Tornado Shelter

Handicap Exit

Key

EVACUATION

 IN THE EVENT OF AN EVACUATION
EXIT BUILDING TO ONE OF THE 
DESIGNATED ASSEMBLY AREAS

*YOU MUST BE AT LEAST 
50’ FROM THE BUILDING*

N

3rd FLOOR–JACOBS HALL & FEATHERINGILL

Designated 
Assembly Area Stevenson 

Center Courtyard

Designated Assembly Area
Community Partnership House/

Branscomb Quadrangle

306

323 333

385

300 

M
en

W
om

enW
om

en
M

en

313
elev

308

4

5

6

El
ev

316
318

360

356

358

358

388

386

384

382

380

378

376

374

372

370

368

366

364

36232
0

32
2

32
4

32
6

32
8

33
0

33
2

33
4

33
6

33
8

34
0

34
2

34
2A

32
3

33
3

 3
41

31
9

32
9

33
1

33
5

33
7

34
3

351

351B

351A

349

31
4

31
2

31
0

30
8

30
6

30
4

30
2

359

371

365

363

361

367

369

373

375

377

379

381

383

357

355

353



EMERGENCY
I N F O R MAT I O N

 Emergency Phone numbers

1-911 615-421-1911

Designated 
Assembly Area

 Stevenson Center Courtyard

Emergency Exits

Tornado Safe Zones

*Internal Spaces—No Windows—Lowest Level are Best
Seek Shelter with No Windows
Lock Doors
Turn o� Lights
Call Police!

Active Shooter

Fire—Follow Red Arrows

Tornado/Severe Weather
Area of Refuge
* Internal Spaces—No Windows—Lowest Level are Best

110

131

Student 
 Lounge

Welding

Stud Soc
Proj

Model
Shop

ME
Proj.

Ba
th

Ba
th

Lo
ad

in
g 

D
oc

k

Energetics Labz

Senior
Design

Wind Tunnel

O O OFile Ad
m

inRecept.

136132

Lecture
Hall

138    129

Designated Assembly Area
Community Partnership House/

Branscomb Quadrangle

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l L
ab



110
Student 
 Lounge

Welding
Lab

Model
Shop
114

Ba
th

Ba
th

Lo
ad

in
g 

D
oc

k

Energetics Lab
112

Wind Tunnel

O O OFile Ad
m

in

Recept.

136132

Lecture
Hall

138    

131

131A

129

EMERGENCY
I N F O R MAT I O N

 Emergency Phone numbers

1-911 615-421-1911
Designated 

Assembly Area 
Behind McTyeire Hall

Emergency Exits

Tornado Safe Zones

*Internal Spaces—No Windows—Lowest Level are Best

Seek Shelter with No Windows
Lock Doors
Turn o� Lights
Call Police!

Active Shooter

Fire—Follow Red Arrows

Tornado/Severe Weather
Area of Refuge
* Internal Spaces—No Windows—Lowest Level are Best

N



Designated Assembly Area
Behind McTyeire Hall

110
Student 
 Lounge

131A

131

Ba
th

Ba
th

Lo
ad

in
g 

D
oc

k

Wind Tunnel

O O OFile Ad
m

in

Recept.

136132

Lecture
Hall

138    
Welding

Lab

Model
Shop
114

Energetics Lab
112

129

EMERGENCY
I N F O R MAT I O N

 Emergency Phone numbers

1-911 615-421-1911

Emergency Exits

Tornado Safe Zones

*Internal Spaces—No Windows—Lowest Level are Best

Seek Shelter with No Windows
Lock Doors
Turn o� Lights
Call Police!

Active Shooter

Fire—Follow Red Arrows

Tornado/Severe Weather
Area of Refuge
* Internal Spaces—No Windows—Lowest Level are Best

N



EMERGENCY
I N F O R MAT I O N

 Emergency Phone numbers

1-911 615-421-1911

Designated Assembly Area
Community Partnership House/

Branscomb Quadrangle

Emergency Exits

Tornado Safe Zones

*Internal Spaces—No Windows—Lowest Level are Best

172

Seek Shelter with No Windows
Lock Doors
Turn o� Lights
Call Police!

Active Shooter

Fire—Follow Red Arrows

Tornado/Severe Weather
Area of Refuge
* Internal Spaces—No Windows—Lowest Level are Best

Designated Assembly Area
Community Partnership 

House/

110 Student 
 Lounge

Ba
th

Ba
th

Wind Tunnel

O O OFile Ad
m

inRecept.

136132

Lecture
Hall

138    129

N

131

131A

Welding
Lab

Model
Shop
114

Lo
ad

in
g 

D
oc

k

Energetics Lab
112


