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Who/What 
On October 30, The Gertrude C. & Harold S. Vanderbilt Reading Series will host poet Stephanie 
Burt, author of Taylor’s Version: The Poetic and Musical Genius of Taylor Swift and Super Gay 
Poems. This event is presented by the Vanderbilt Creative Writing Program and the Department 
of English. 
 
The Gertrude C. and Harold S. Vanderbilt Reading Series is named in honor of Vanderbilt 
founder Cornelius Vanderbilt’s great-grandson and his wife. Each semester, the series brings 
several professional writers to campus to read from their works and visit classes. This unique and 
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extraordinary program gives English department students and faculty, the Vanderbilt community, 
and Nashville’s citizens a chance to meet and talk with some of the best writers of our day. 
 
When 
Thursday, October 30 
6:30 Book Signing 
7:00 Reading 
 
Where 
Special Collections Library and Archives Building 
1101 19th Ave S, Nashville, TN 37212 
 
Admission/Tickets 
Free and open to the public. No tickets or registration required. 
 
Accessibility 
The Special Collections Library and Archives Building is an accessible venue. 
 
Parking 
Paid parking can be found down the street, and there are various free spots in the area. 
 
Website Link 
vanderbilt.edu/english/reading-series/  
 
[Nashville, TN] — The Gertrude C. & Harold S. Vanderbilt Reading Series, presented by the 
Vanderbilt Creative Writing Program and Department of English, continues the 2025-2026 
season with a reading by Stephanie Burt, who is a poet, literary critic, and professor with nine 
published books, including two critical books on poetry and three poetry collections. Her essay 
collection Close Calls with Nonsense was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award. 
Some of her other works include We Are Mermaids, Advice from the Lights, The Poem is You: 60 
Contemporary American Poems and How to Read Them. Her writing has appeared in The New 
York Times Book Review, the London Review of Books, and the Boston Review. The New York 
Times calls Burt “one of the most influential poetry critics of her generation.” 
 
Additional readings in the 2025-2026 series will feature fiction writers and poets Marie-Helene 
Bertino on November 6, Rita Bullwinkel on December 4, Mitchell Jackson on January 29, 
Prageeta Sharma on February 19, and Melissa Range on April 6. 
 
Visit the Vanderbilt Reading Series website to learn more about upcoming events and to sign up 
for the monthly newsletter. 
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