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Summer is here, and the days are getting much warmer, so
keep an eye out for Air Quality Alert days as the temperature
rises. We had our first one last week! If you missed it, be sure to
sign up for air quality alerts and learn how to lessen your impact
on these days. Summer also means the return of the Vanderbilt
Farmers’ Market on June 2" and other farmers’ markets around
the city, so go out and get your veggie fix! Vanderbilt’'s
Commencement got even greener this year with the addition of
cap and gown recycling for our undergraduate students. And
once again, animals at the Nashville Zoo and Walden’s Puddle
got to enjoy donated strawberries from the strawberries and

champagne celebration — see the pictures and a video here!

Additional information about the stories and events included in
this newsletter are available on the SustainVU website and
Facebook page. Have a sustainable June and wonderful start to

your summer!

Andrea George, Director
Sustainability and Environmental Management Office
Vanderbilt University (615) 322-4551 | e-mail | Web site
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Vanderbilt awarded 2016 TDEC
Sustainable Transportation Award

Vanderbilt University is
recipient of the 2016

Sustainable Transportation

Award, presented jointly by
the Tennessee Department
of Environment and
Conservation (TDEC) and the
Tennessee Department of
Transportation (TDOT).

Vanderbilt's Alternative

Transportation program, a collaboration of Vanderbilt University

Parking Services, VUMC Parking and Transportation Services,

and the Sustainability and Environmental Management Office
(SEMO), was awarded the top prize at the Sustainable
Transportation Forum at the University of Tennessee at

Chattanooga on May 13. The award was presented by Bob
Martineau, TDEC commissioner; Shari Meghreblian, TDEC
deputy commissioner; and Toks Omishakin, TDOT deputy
commissioner. Andrea George, SEMO director, accepted the

award on behalf of Vanderbilt University.

Vanderbilt University’s robust alternative transportation program
is a multipronged approach intended to reach as many of the
Vanderbilt community as possible and attempts to make using
alternative transportation easy and accessible. Information
about each of these programs can be found on the SustainVU

Alternative Transportation page.

Highlights of the Alternative Transportation program include:
Vanderbilt's “Ride to Work” program, which fully subsidizes
(100 percent discount) the cost for all Vanderbilt employees and
graduate, professional and medical students to ride MTA buses
to and from work each day; Music City Star's Commuter Rail
benefit, which provides up to a 60 percent discount for
employees who wish to ride the Music City Star commuter train;
Vanderbilt’s various car sharing programs and ridematch
program; and a variety of biking resources across

campus. Read more.




Thanks to Vanderbilt, some hungry
animals have a lucky Friday the 13th

Animals at the Nashville Zoo and |

Walden’s Puddle recently
enjoyed taking part in a bit of
Vanderbilt tradition, thanks to
the Office of the Chancellor and
the Commencement Office.

The university donated

strawberries left over from the Strawberries and Champagne
celebration during Commencement to the two Nashville
organizations for the third year in a row. Because fresh produce

cannot be re-served or repackaged, the donation prevented the
uneaten food from being sent to a landfill. Staff from
Vanderbilt's Sustainability and Environmental Management

Office organized the donation and delivery when
Commencement events concluded on Friday, May 13.

The Nashville Zoo shared the strawberries with their ring-tailed
lemurs, red ruffed lemurs, siamang gibbons, sulcata tortoise,
giant anteater, rhino hornbill and white-cheeked gibbon.

The strawberries also were enjoyed by native species

at Walden’s Puddle, a wildlife rehabilitation and education
facility that provides care and treatment to sick, injured and
orphaned wildlife native to Tennessee.

See a video of the animals at the Nashville Zoo enjoying the
strawberries here and more photos here. Read more here.

Hawkins Baseball Field outfitted with
energy-saving LED lights

Hawkins Field, home of
Vanderbilt's national
championship baseball
team, recently received a
makeover for the 2016

baseball season, replacing

all existing High-Intensity
Discharge (HID) fixtures on the field with fewer Light-Emitting
Diode (LED) fixtures. 152 HID fixtures were replaced with 98
LED fixtures, improving light quality on the field but reducing the
energy used by 60%.




LED fixtures have the advantages of lower energy use, longer
lifespan requiring less maintenance, and no warm-up time
needed to turn on. Even though there are fewer fixtures using
less energy, the specific fixtures used at Hawkins Field were
specially-designed to meet high-definition television (HDTV)
and ESPN broadcasting specifications and allows Vanderbilt to
still meet NCAA standards for light levels for televised and non-

televised games. Read more.

Commencement Regalia Recycled

For the first time, graduating Vanderbilt undergraduate students
could recycle their regalia after the commencement ceremony!
Oak Hall Cap and Gown provided Vanderbilt graduates with

gowns that were made from 100% post-consumer plastic
bottles. After the ceremony, the Sustainability and
Environmental Management Office (SEMO), collected caps and
gowns to be recycled into new product once again!

It takes an average of 23 plastic bottles to make each gown,
which means the class of 2016 wore robes made of 38,000
plastic bottles that were diverted from landfills! Read more.

Sign up for Air Quality Alerts

Summer is here and that means it is

¥ * * air alert season! The best way to stay

CLEAN AIR informed is to sign up for air alerts.

PARTHMERSHIP OF

MIDDLE TENNESSEE

An air alert, or “Air Quality Action
Day,” is issued when the Air Quality

Index (AQI) gets into the unhealthy
range. When the AQl is forecast to be
Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups, or Code Orange, groups that
are sensitive to the pollutant should reduce exposure by
reducing prolonged or heavy exertion outdoors. For ozone this
includes: children and adults who are active outside, people
with lung diseases such as asthma, and elderly. On air quality
alert days, think about steps like carpooling, taking the bus,



combining errands, and avoiding yard work that uses gas-

powered tools to lessen your impact!

Read more about air quality alerts and how you can made a

difference here.

Follow us on our social media accounts!

We have added more accounts to our social media arsenal!

Here are more ways you can connect with us online:

Facebook @SustainVU
Instagram @SustainVUVanderbilt
Twitter @SustainVU

Googlet+ @Vanderbilt SustainVU
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For more information on any of these stories, events and more,

visit the SustainVU website at www.vanderbilt.edu/sustainvu or

contact the Sustainability and Environmental Management
Office at sustainvu@vanderbilt.edu or (615) 322-2057.






