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It's beginning to look and feel more like fall this month as
temperatures cool and leaves begin to change. We encourage
you to take part in local events this October and enjoy the
outdoors. Vanderbilt has been very busy lately with
sustainability accomplishments in cardboard

recycling, environmental research, and has even been named
a “Green Hero” by the Nashville Post! Additional information
about the stories and events included in this newsletter are

available on the SustainVU website and Facebook page. Have

a sustainable October!

Andrea George, PhD, CHMM, Director

VU Sustainability and Environmental Management Office
(SEMO)

(615) 322-4551 | e-mail | Web site | B8
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VU move-in day sees 83 % increase in cardboard recycling
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During the student move-in
time period this year,
Vanderbilt successfully
recycled 32.66 tons of
cardboard. This number is

an 83 percent increase in

cardboard recycling from
last year, and a 400 percent increase in cardboard recycling
since 2008.

This huge accomplishment was the result of strong
collaboration between the Students Promoting Environmental
Awareness and Responsibility (SPEAR) 130 Cardboard Crew
student volunteers, Plant Operations grounds keeping group,
and Sustainability and Environmental Management Office
(SEMO). Read more here.

Vanderbilt named to 2012 Green Heroes list by Nashville
Post

Vanderbilt was named a 2012 Green
Hero “adopter” by the Nashville Post in
September. Keith Loiseau, university
architect, commented that it has taken a

hearty network of environmentally
conscious students, faculty, staff, and administrative leaders to
become a leader in sustainability in Middle Tennessee. Read
the full article here.

New study shows employees at green companies are more
productive

Employees of companies which adopt environmental practices
are 16 percent more productive, according to a study conducted
by UCLA professor Magali Delmas and Sanja Pekovic from
France’s University Paris-Dauphine. Environmental Standards
and Labor Productivity: Understanding the Mechanisms That
Sustain Sustainability is the first study on how a company’s
environmental commitment affects its productivity. Read the full
study online in the Journal of Organizational Behavior.

Sustaining Tennessee in the Face of Climate Change report
released by the Vanderbilt Institute of Energy and the
Environment




Commissioned by the
Sustainable Tennessee

Organization and
developed by the Vanderbilt Institute of Energy and the

Environment (VIEE), Sustaining Tennessee in the Face of
Climate Change: Grand Challenges and Great Opportunities,
was released to the public on September 11. This report
improves our understanding of climate change and its potential
impacts on the environmental and socio-economic conditions
and quality of life in the State of Tennessee. Opportunities for
adaptation and mitigation are also discussed, including
encouraging Tennesseans not look at “actions that address
climate change and promote sustainability as barriers to
economic development and social progress”, but to “focus on
those actions that achieve multiple objectives that best-position
the State for a bright future”. To download the full report, click
here.

NSF funding boosts Vanderbilt climate change studies in
Sri Lanka

In 2010, the Vanderbilt Institute for Energy and Environment

(VIEE) began a unique interdisciplinary study of agricultural
adaptation to water scarcity in Sri Lanka’s Mahawli River
Watershed. Thanks to a $3.7 million grant from the National
Science Foundation, Vanderbilt will be able to continue to
collaborate with local organizations and scholars in Sri Lanka
for the next five years.

The small island nation of Sri Lanka exemplifies some of the
worst conditions and best responses to the world’s
environmental challenges, which is why it is such an important
location to study. Read more about the research team’s focus
and methods here.

Spinach power gets a
major boost

An interdisciplinary team of
VU researchers has

developed a way to
combine the
photosynthetic protein that converts light into electrochemical
energy in spinach with silicon, the material used in solar cells, in

a fashion that produces substantially more electrical current



than has been reported by pervious “biohybrid” solar cells.
Read more in MyVU about the research initiative and the

technology’s next steps.
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For more information on any of these stories, events and more,

visit the SustainVU website at www.vanderbilt.edu/sustainvu or

contact the Sustainability and Environmental Management
Office at sustainvu@vanderbilt.edu or (615) 322-2057.




