VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY
James Lawson Insrtitute for the Research
and Study of Nonviolent Movements

The James Lawson Institute invites applications for the 2026—2027 Change-Maker Fellowship — a
selective program for students committed to social transformation through the philosophy and practice
of nonviolence. Inspired by the life and strategic leadership of Rev. James Lawson, this fellowship
explores nonviolence not merely as a moral ideal, but as a disciplined and effective method for
confronting injustice, challenging entrenched systems, and building sustainable movements for change.

The Change-Maker Fellowship is designed for students who:

Are engaged in or curious about activism and social change

Want to deepen their understanding of nonviolent direct action

Seek practical tools for organizing, power analysis, coalition-building, and campaign strategy
Desire to connect moral vision with concrete action

Through monthly cohort seminars, skill-based workshops, and engagement with community
organizations, Fellows will:

Study the history and theory of nonviolent movements

Examine case studies from past and present struggles for justice

Develop strategic and organizational skills rooted in nonviolent philosophy
Build community with peers committed to disciplined social transformation
Receive a $1000 stipend at the end of the fall and spring semesters

Students do not need to be seasoned activists to apply. We welcome applicants who are seriously
exploring nonviolence as a philosophy and method and who are eager to grow in both reflection and
practice.

Program Expectations

e Participation in monthly cohort sessions throughout the 2026-2027 academic year
e Attendance at a required daylong cohort gathering (date TBA)
e Active engagement with cohort learning and community partners

The Change-Maker Fellowship is more than a discussion space — it is a formative experience for
students who want to become thoughtful, strategic, and accountable change agents within their
communities and institutions.

Applicants will complete an online application that includes several essay questions reflecting on their
interests in social change, nonviolence, and justice. Applicants will also be asked to upload a résumé.
Applications are due April 12, 2026, by 11:59 p.m. Click here for application.


https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=OX9aur7js0q0UGf6gPrsrVQMYvZIs6VPoIVyGD2APDtUOURXWlEwSENPMDExWVRESTVYNVYwR1hDOC4u&route=shorturl

