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EDITOR'S REFLECTION

When Iwas growing up on a rural farm, I learned something thatʼs never leftme:
nothing flourishes alone. The barn door creaked open at dawn, rain drummed
on the roof, crops stretched toward the sun, animals needed care and people
leaned on one another. Thatwas life. And that simple truth still guidesme today:
growth only happenswhen the conditions are right.
 
Thatʼswhatweʼre building together at Vanderbilt. A communitywhere you are
supported, not just for thework you do, but for the life you live.
 
If thereʼs one thing I know, itʼs this: health care that steadies youwhen life gets
shaky, retirement planning that gives you peace ofmind, learning pathways that
open doors you didnʼt even knowwere there. These arenʼt perks. They are
promises. They are ourway of saying: Youmatter. You belong. You are not alone
here.
 
Our aspiration is simple: tomake ourworkplace better for our people and our
people better for Vanderbiltʼs noblemission. Together, we are creatingmore
than aworkplace.Weare cultivating a living communitywhere care,
connection, and opportunity are not lofty ideas, but everyday experiences you
can count on.
 
Itʼs OurMoment!

Sydney



STAFFSPOTLIGHT
Celebrating the excellence of Vanderbilt staff.

Connor ismymanager and the head ofmy team, the
DigitalMedia Lab. The success of our team is accredited
toConnorʼs leadership. But his impact is not limited to our
team.His presence as a rolemodel is omnipresent in
every functional group in our office. Every day, he
pushes the team to innovate and think creatively to solve
problems. Connor does not try to control and
micromanage those under hiswing, he leads by example
and encourages areas that colleagues can grow in. In
everyway, he embodies amentor that cares deeply for
his colleagues and lifts them to growand steers them
down the right path.

Submit a nomination for a staffmember or team for our Staff Spotlight

ConnorBacon
AssociateDirectorofDigitalMedia&Learning
Technology
OfficeofDigitalEducation

Moments ThatMatter

Moments ThatMatter is an
invitation to reflect on those times
that havemade a difference in your
life at Vanderbilt.
 
Our journeys at Vanderbilt are not
just about themomentswe create
for ourselves—theyʼre about the
momentswehelp create for others.

I love being a part-time grad student at
Vanderbilt in addition to being a full-time
Development andAlumni Relations staff
member. Taking classes part time has
been a greatway to better understand the
student experience,meet new friends,
and feel like I belong. As a lifelong learner, I
amgrateful for Vanderbilt's generous
tuition benefits and enjoy learning new
things and applying them immediately on
the job.
 
-MKRosack

ShareYourMoment

https://hr.vanderbilt.edu/emServployee-appreciation/staff-awards.php
https://vanderbilt-university.formstack.com/forms/staff_spotlight_nomination
https://hr.vanderbilt.edu/emServployee-appreciation/staff-awards.php
https://hr.vanderbilt.edu/emServployee-appreciation/staff-awards.php
https://www.wrike.com/frontend/requestforms/index.html?token=eyJhY2NvdW50SWQiOjI0Nzc5MTIsInRhc2tGb3JtSWQiOjIxMjMxOTd9CTQ4ODMxNjE3NDI3MjEJNGUzNzY3ZGM1NjJjOTMwYzk4OTVjN2ZmMjliZTZmOTZmMGQ0ZmJmMTg2ZTcwY2ZlMTJlNmI0NTc1NGY5NTczNQ==


UPCOMINGEVENTS
ANDLAUNCHES
FallStaffAwardsClosesFriday,August29

The awards recognize the many contributions of university staff to Vanderbiltʼs core
goals and mission. The winners of each award will be announced at the annual Fall Staff
Assembly on October 29.
 
The Fall Staff Awards include longtime university awards, including the Community
Impact Award, Professional Excellence, Innovation Excellence, Research Excellence,
Student Impact, and Leadership Excellence awards.
 
Nominations can be submitted by staff, students, faculty or postdoctoral scholars via the
online nomination form through Friday, Aug. 29. Please see the staff awards website for
nomination guidelines and award amounts.

https://vanderbilt.infoready4.com/#university-opportunities
https://hr.vanderbilt.edu/employee-appreciation/staff-awards.php


UPCOMINGEVENTS
ANDLAUNCHES
ParkingatVanderbiltUniversity:OptionsforCommuters
Vanderbilt University offers a range of personalized trip planning and parking
transportation and parking options option guidance from theCommute
designed to meet the varied needs of Concierge
students, faculty and staff commuting to 2.Parking fills up early in the day and

campus. closest to campus buildings. Consider
  active and carpool commutes, arriving
These resources can help you choose the before 8 a.m. and exploring theparkingmap
best commute option for yourself: for more locations
  3. Visit theParking andTransportation
1. Compare personalized commute/ website for all transportation options
parking options and pricing with the 4. Emailparking@vanderbilt.eduwith any
CommuteCalculator and request questions

VanderbiltGetConnected
Get Connected is Vanderbilt University's new platform that serves as a bridge between 
Nashville-based nonprofits and Vanderbiltʼs volunteer base. Simplifying community 
outreach, Get Connected helps students, faculty and staff find causes they are passionate 
about and track their volunteer hours. Visit vu.edu/getconnected and log in with your 
VUnetID to get started.

VUITLearningCollective-
SeptemberSession
PowerPoint 101 with Dylan Platz

 
Friday, September 5 | 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
 
This beginner-friendly course introduces the
essentials of Microsoft PowerPoint.
Participants will learn how to create visually
engaging slides, apply consistent formatting,
insert multimedia, and deliver presentations
with confidence. Whether you're new to
PowerPoint or looking to sharpen your skills,
this session will help you build a strong
foundation for effective communication.
 
Register Here

The Magnolia Makerspace is a 
creative place open to all students, 
faculty, and staff every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
in room 036 of 6 Magnolia Circle. We 
are stocked with a variety of tools and 
machines to assist you with your 
projects such as a number of hand 
tools, soldering irons, 3d printers, or 
our laser cutter. Our goal is to provide 
people with a space to work with and 
learn about and how to use these 
tools.

Introducing:TheMagnolia
Makerspace

https://www.vanderbilt.edu/transportation-parking/transportation-and-mobility/getting-to-campus/commute-calculator/
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/transportation-parking/transportation-and-mobility/getting-to-campus/commute-concierge/
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/transportation-parking/transportation-and-mobility/getting-to-campus/
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/transportation-parking/maps/parking-maps/
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/transportation-parking/
mailto:parking@vanderbilt.edu
https://vu.edu/getconnected
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/f078fea2-2ed0-4e95-82f9-40d06d9500e6@ba5a7f39-e3be-4ab3-b450-67fa80faecad


https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/dc153630-ce8f-4618-b27f-26d71626cac9@ba5a7f39-e3be-4ab3-b450-67fa80faecad
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/5088cd92-e17e-4f8f-aca7-da51e0d33c82@ba5a7f39-e3be-4ab3-b450-67fa80faecad

