Lesson plan for Text Mining 

Objectives: Practice reading authentic literary texts. Incorporate a pre-reading activity to assistant students in identifying themes, defining key vocabulary, and making inferences about the plot.

Materials: Computer, Internet, Voyant-tools.org, literary text, worksheet, dictionary/online dictionary 

Procedures:
Pre-reading activity 
Step 1: Producing the mined text
· Option 1: The students will use the website voyant-tools.org to mine the day’s text. Text may be provided as a Word document and then cut and pasted into the program. (5 minutes)
· Option 2: The students are provided a word cloud generated by the instructor ahead of time. 

Step 2: Word cloud
· Fiction character/main actor option: The students will use the word cloud generated by the program to make a list of people/characters in the text. This may be done individually or it may be projected onto the screen and done as a class. 
· Vocabulary option: The students make a list of words from the text. Students work in pairs or groups to sort through the words in the word cloud. Students will make a list of words and look up unfamiliar terms in the dictionary. 
· Inferences option: The students will make inferences about the plot and the tone of the text using the words from the word cloud. Words such as sad, crying, or death would indicate a dramatic/tragic tone. Words such as happy, laugh, celebrate would indicate a comedic tone. As an option students may click on these key words and the program will show them where the words fall within the text. Students may then make more specific inferences about the plot structure of the work. 

Step 3: Reading the text
Students will now read the literary text.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Extension Activity:
Have students compare trends across the literary works from class. Are there any patterns? 





Evaluation:
You may evaluate students’ pre-reading work using the following rubric adapted from IPA standards:

	Criteria
	Exceeds expectations
20 pts
	Meets expectations- Strong
18 pts
	Meets expectations- Medium low
15 pts
	Does not meet expectations
10 pts

	Technology skills
	Produces the word cloud using Voyant tools
	
	
	Fails to produce a word cloud using voyant tools

	Word recognition
	Defines all key words within the word cloud
	Defines the majority of key words within the word cloud
	Defines half of the words within the word cloud
	Defines few words within the word cloud

	Main idea detection
	Identifies the main topic of the text and supports assertion with logical terms
	Identifies the main topic but fails to provide support
	Identifies some part of the main idea but is missing a complete view of the big picture
	Identifies some ideas but they are not related to the main idea

	Tone detection 
	Identifies the tone of the text based and shows support for assertion
	Identifies the tone but fails to provide support
	Identifies some element of tone but is missing the main concept
	Fails to identify any elements of tone

	Inferences
	Infers and interprets the text’s topic in a plausible manner using evidence
	Infers and interprets the text’s topic but provides no evidence to support the ideas
	Makes a few plausible inferences regarding the text’s topic
	Inferences are incomplete or illogical
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