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Roommate Finding Tips

Define Your Non-Negotiables
o Decide what matters most to you (cleanliness, quiet hours, smoking, pets, etc.).

o Make a short list of deal-breakers before you start searching.

Use Trusted Platforms
o Seek potential roommates through reputable sources, such as:
o Friends or coworkers
o University resources

+« Avoid responding to vague or unclear ads.

Start with the Right Questions

e Usethe roommate questionnaire to guide your conversation
Meet in Person (or Video Call)
e A quick coffee meeting or virtual conversation can help determine personality fit.

e Pay attention to the individual’s communication style and level of respectfulness.

Discuss Finances Clearly

o Agree on rent split, utilities responsibilities, and payment methods before moving in.
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https://cdn.vanderbilt.edu/vu-wpfsx/wp-content/uploads/sites/125/2026/01/Roommate-Screening-Questionnaire_SB.pdf

Trust Your Gut
e Agood roommate should feel like a safe, comfortable, and respectful choice.

e Consider using aroommate agreement for documentation purposes
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https://cdn.vanderbilt.edu/vu-wpfsx/wp-content/uploads/sites/125/2026/01/Sample-Roommate-Agreement_SB.pdf

