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Do ug la s Ad am s, Asso cia te  Pro vo st  fo r O ffice  o f Re se a rch  
and  Inno va tion  and  Dan ie l F. Flo w e rs Pro fe sso r o f Civil 
and  Enviro nm e n ta l Eng ine e ring  

Dr. Ad ams is the  Danie l F. Flowe rs Profe ssor, Disting uished  
Profe ssor of Civil and  Environme ntal Eng ine e ring , and  
Profe ssor of Mechanical Eng ine e ring  at Vand e rb ilt Unive rsity 
as we ll as Associate  Provost re sp onsib le  for ad vancing  
institutional e fforts to  secure  me g a award s from e xte rnal 
sp onsors. He  stud ie s the  he alth of mate rials and  machines 
using  se nsors to  re ve al hid d e n sig nature s. Sp e cifically, his 
g roup  p ione e red  the  d eve lop me nt of nonline ar ap p roache s 
for structural he alth monitoring  to  re alize  inte llig e nt structure s 

that are  se lf-aware  to  p re ve nt failure  in e ne rgy, se curity, and  manufacturing  ap p lications. He  
found e d  and  co-d ire cts the  Lab oratory for Systems Inte g rity and  Re liab ility, a 20,000 sq . ft. 
facility that is uniq ue ly eq uip p e d  and  staffe d  for ob se rving  how e ng ine e re d  syste ms b ehave  
in re alistic e xpe rime nts at a full scale  making  it possib le  to  b rid ge  re se arch d iscove rie s to  
so lutions that ad d ress socie tal g rand  challe nges. For e xamp le , he  le ad s Vand e rb ilt in the  
national $259M Institute  for Ad vanced  Comp osite s Manufacturing  Innovation fund e d  b y the  
U.S. De p artme nt of Ene rg y in co llab oration with le ad  Unive rsity of Te nnessee , Knoxville  and  
O ak Rid ge  National Lab oratory tog e the r with ove r 120 corp orate , fe d e ral and  unive rsity 
p artne rs. This p rog ram e stab lishe s a comp osite s manufacturing  e cosyste m that will transform 
the  nation’s cap ab ility to  e conomically and  e ne rg y e fficie ntly p rod uce  p rod ucts rang ing  from 
fue l-e fficie nt, safe  composite  automob ile s to  lightwe ig ht wind  turb ine s.   

Dr. Ad ams has writte n 92 p e e r-re viewed  journal p ap e rs and  187 o the r technical article s, and  
authore d  a textb ook on structural he alth monitoring  as we ll as 5 b ook chap te rs on top ics 
rang ing  from d amag e  p rog nosis of comp osite  ae rosp ace  structure s to  he alth monitoring  of 
wind  turb ine s. He  has rece ive d  ove r a d oze n re se arch award s includ ing  the  Pre sid e ntial Early 
Care e r Award  for Scie ntists and  Eng inee rs, b o th the  Socie ty for Exp e rimental Me chanics 
DeMiche le  and  Lazan Award s, and  was e le cted  a Fe llow of the  Ame rican Socie ty of 
Mechanical Eng inee rs. He  has ad vise d  57 M.S./Ph.D. stud e nts, sup e rvise d  57 und e rg rad uate  
re searche rs, and  now works with two Ph.D. stud e nts. Dr. Ad ams te aches course s in 
me chanics and  d ynamics, i.e ., the  way thing s b end  and  move , fe aturing  inte ractive , 
e xpe rie ntial le arning  on top ics rang ing  from mechanics in motion p icture s to  p re se nt d ay 
d isaste rs. He  has won award s for classroom and  online  te aching  and  was e lected  to  The  
Purd ue  Book of Gre at Te ache rs for his contrib utions in te aching  whe n he  was a p rofe ssor at 
Purd ue  Unive rsity. He  has d isse minate d  his re search find ing s in ove r 150 se minars and  30 
short course s, many of which we re  d e live re d  inte rnationally to  unive rsitie s, re se arch institute s, 
and  corp orations. He  has se cure d  ~120 fed e ral and  ind ustrial sp onsored  p rog rams for ove r 
$35M in fund ing  and  has nine  p ate nts and  a numb e r of p ate nt ap p lications in p roce ss. He  
also  se rve s p rofe ssional socie tie s includ ing  ASME and  SEM in se ve ral cap acitie s. He  se rve s 
the  unive rsity as a memb e r of the  Transinstitutional Prog rams (TIPS) Council to  he lp  g uid e  the  
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imp le me ntation of the  Acad e mic Strate g ic Plan and  works within the  School of Eng ine e ring  in 
the  risk, re liab ility, and  re silie nce  and  cyb e rphysical syste ms inte lle ctual ne ig hb orhood s. 

 

 

Nico le  Alle n , Cha ir and  Pro fe sso r, De p a rtm e nt o f 
Hum an  and  O rg an iza tio na l De ve lop m e n t, Pe ab o d y 
Co lle g e  

Nicole  Alle n is a p rofe ssor of human and  
org anizational d eve lopme nt and  chair of the  
d e p artme nt who stud ie s community re sp onse s to  
g e nd e r-b ase d  vio le nce , cross-sector community 
co llab oration, and  systems and  org anizational chang e . 
She  b e lieve s that so lutions to  socie tal p rob le ms 
re q uire  chang e s across comp le x syste ms and  
org anizations as we ll as the  active  e ng ag e me nt of 
communitie s. He r re se arch aims to  id e ntify those  
ne e d ed  change s and  to  think ab out how to  achie ve  
the m, with me mb e rs of socie ty working  toge the r to  

accomp lish what cannot b e  d one  alone . 

Alle n jo ins the  De p artme nt of Human and  O rg anizational Deve lop me nt at Pe ab od y Colle ge  
afte r re ce ntly se rving  as p rofe ssor of p sychology at the  Unive rsity of Illino is Urb ana-
Champ aig n. She  is excite d ab out the  op p ortunity to  work with exce lle nt co lle ag ue s in a 
stimulating , inte rd iscip linary d e p artme nt that foste rs op p ortunitie s to  learn and  g row at an 
outstand ing  unive rsity. 

Alle n re ce ived  he r Ph.D. and  M.A. in e colog ical community p sycholog y from Michig an State  
Unive rsity in 2001 and  1997, re sp e ctive ly, and  he r B.S. in human d eve lop me nt and  family 
stud ie s from Corne ll Unive rsity in 1993. 
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J e nn ife r Fay, Cha ir and  Pro fe sso r, De p a rtm e n t o f 
Eng lish , and  Ge rtrud e  Co naw ay Vand e rb ilt  Pro fe sso r 
o f Cine m a  & Me d ia  Arts, Co lle g e  o f Arts & Scie nce  

My re se arch and  te aching  are  b road ly conce rned  with 
transatlantic film and  med ia the ory, e nvironme ntal 
criticism, includ ing  critical Anthrop oce ne  stud ie s, and  the  
re lationship  b e twee n aesthe tics and  p olitics. 

The se  inte re sts are  at the  ce nte r of my third  b ook 
Inhosp itab le  World : Cine ma in the  Time  of the  
Anthrop oce ne  (2018, O xford  Unive rsity Pre ss).  Chap te rs 
move  from Buste r Ke aton’s we athe r d esig ns to  the  
Ne vad a atomic te sting  rang e , and  from China’s Thre e  
Gorg es Dam to  the  icy shore s of Antarctica.  The  b ook 
e xp lore s the  re lationship  of me d ia the ory and  ae sthe tics 
to  the  p rod uction of artificial world s, we athe r, and  

climate s in which hosp itality and  survival in the  world  are  at stake . Film Q uarte rly  p ub lished  
an inte rview with me  ab out this b ook (which has since  b ee n translated  into  Chine se ), and  
e xte nd e d  re vie ws ap p ear in  L.A. Review of Books and  the   Hong  Kong  Re vie w of Books.  
Parts of the  manuscrip t have  b e e n translate d  into  Gree k and  Sp anish. Inhosp itab le  World  has 
b ee n named  a Choice  “O utstand ing  Title ” b y the  Ame rican Lib rary Association, won 
Honorab le  Me ntion for the  2019 ASLE Ecocritical Book Award , was shortlisted  for the  2019 
Best Moving  Image  Award , Kraszna-Krauz Found ation, and  was re cog nize d  at Vand e rb ilt in 
2020 with the  Chance llor’s Award  for Re se arch. A re ce nt e ssay in Re p re se ntations , “Do I 
Know the  Anthrop oce ne  Whe n I See  It?,” exte nd s some  of this re se arch to  conte mp orary 
d ocume ntary cine ma and  the  p olitical the ory of Hannah Are nd t.   

A se cond  line  of inq uiry focuse s on since rity, opacity, and  the  med ia of ap p e arance . A few 
re ce nt e ssays ve nture  into  this top ic. “Must We  Me an What We  Film?: Stanle y Cave ll’s Cand id  
Came ra,” is my contrib ution to  a sp e cial d oub le  issue  of Discourse  I co-ed ited  with Danie l 
Morg an e ntitled  “Cine ma, Mod e rnism and  the  Pe rp lexing  Me thod s of Stanle y Cave ll” which 
ap p e are d  in Nove mb e r of 2020.  More  re ce ntly, I e xp lore  the  unlike ly affinity b e twee n 
Hannah Are nd t’s account of thinking  and  Cave ll’s e xp loration of thought on film p ub lishe d  in 
Critical Inq uiry (Winte r 2022).  Finally, an article , p ub lishe d  in Scree n, take s up  the  q ue stion of 
Hollywood ’s white  p rivacy in the  writing s of Cave ll and  James Bald win. 

I co-e d it the  Conte mp orary Film Dire ctors se rie s for Unive rsity of Illino is Pre ss, se rve  on the  
e d itorial b oard s of the  Journal of Environme ntal Med ia and  Film-Philosop hy, coord inate  the  
Film The ory and  Visual Culture  Se minar at Vand e rb ilt’s Rob e rt Pe nn Warre n Ce nte r for the  
Humanitie s, and  have  se rve d  on the  Board  of Dire ctors for Nashville ’s Be lcourt The atre  from 
2012-2018. From 2011- 2022, I was first d ire ctor and  the n chair of the  d ep artme nt of Cine ma 
& Me d ia Arts at Vand e rb ilt. In the  Sp ring  and  Summe r of 2021, I was a Fe llow at Cine p oe tics: 
Ce nte r for Ad vanced  Film Stud ie s at the  Free  Unive rsity, Be rlin. 
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Trace y Ge o rg e  , Vice  Pro vo st  fo r Facu lty Affa irs and  Pro fe ssio na l 
Ed uca tio n  and  Charle s B. Co x III and  Lucy D. Co x Fam ily Cha ir in  
Law  and  Lib e rty 

Trace y Ge orge  is the  vice  p rovost for faculty affairs and  p rofe ssional 
e d ucation at Vand e rb ilt Unive rsity. Ge org e  is also  the  Charle s B. Cox III 
and  Lucy D. Cox Family Chair in Law and  Lib e rty and  hold s a se cond ary 
ap p ointme nt in p olitical scie nce . 

As vice  p rovost, he r p ortfo lio  includ e s faculty hiring  and  re te ntion 
authorizations, faculty ap p ointme nts and  p romotions, faculty award s 
and  honors, and  e nd owe d  chair ap p ointme nts. She  works with 

acad e mic le ad e rs across camp us to  e nhance  Vand e rb ilt’s e fforts to  sup p ort faculty. 

Ge orge  teache s Contracts and  Evid e nce  in the  law school, whe re  she  has e arned  the  Hall-
Hartman Te aching  Prize  e ig ht time s. In he r scholarship , Ge orge  b ring s a social scie nce  
p e rsp e ctive  to  a range  of top ics, includ ing  jud ges and  courts, jud icial se le ction and  e le ctions, 
le g al ed ucation and  the  le g al p rofe ssion, and  contract law and  the ory. She  has p ub lishe d  
nume rous stud ie s in which she  examine s how institutional d e sig n influence s actions and  
outcome s in state  and  fed e ral jud icial syste ms. She  is also  a re cog nize d  e xpe rt on the  stud y of 
le g al ed ucation. 

Ge orge  re ce ived  a J .D. from Stanford  Unive rsity Law School and  an M.A. in p olitical scie nce  
from Washing ton Unive rsity. She  was a te nured  p rofe ssor at Northwe ste rn b e fore  jo ining  
Vand e rb ilt in 2004. 

 

Chris Gu th rie , De an, Vand e rb ilt  Law  Scho o l and  J o hn  Wad e -Ke n t 
Syve rud  Pro fe sso r o f Law  

Chris Guthrie  has se rved  as d e an of Vand e rb ilt Law School since  
2009. De an Guthrie  is a le ad ing  e xpe rt on b e havioral law and  
e conomics, d isp ute  re solution, ne g otiation and  jud icial d e cision 
making . O ve r the  course  of his acad e mic caree r, he  has b e e n 
re cog nize d  for his re se arch and  te aching  with two CPR Institute  for 
Disp ute  Re solution Profe ssional Article  Prize s, the  O utstand ing  First-
Ye ar Course  Profe ssor Award  at Northwe ste rn Unive rsity Law School, 
and  multip le  te aching  and  re se arch p rize s at the  Unive rsity of 
Missouri, among  o the r award s. He  is one  of the  authors of the  
influe ntial te xtb ook Dispute  Re solution and  Lawye rs and  has 

p ub lishe d  more  than 50 scholarly article s and  e ssays in le ad ing  law journals, includ ing  the  
Unive rsity of Chicag o Law Review, Corne ll Law Re vie w, Michig an Law Review, Northweste rn 
Unive rsity Law Re vie w and  the  Unive rsity of Pe nnsylvania Law Re view. 
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Guthrie  jo ined  Vand e rb ilt’s law faculty in 2002 fo llowing  six ye ars on the  faculty at the  
Unive rsity of Missouri School of Law. He  se rved  as the  law school’s associate  d e an for 
acad e mic affairs from 2004-08 b e fore  b e coming  its d e an in July 2009. During  his acad e mic 
care e r, Guthrie  has se rve d  as a visiting  p rofe ssor at the  Northwe ste rn, Vand e rb ilt and  
Washing ton Unive rsity law schools. Be fore  e nte ring  the  le g al acad e my, he  p racticed  law with 
Fe nwick & We st in Palo  Alto , California. 

Guthrie  g rad uate d  with d istinction and  honors from Stanford  Unive rsity and  the n e arned  his 
maste r’s in ed ucation from the  Harvard  Grad uate  School of Ed ucation and  a law d e g ree  from 
Stanford  Law School. At Vand e rb ilt, De an Guthrie  has taug ht Torts, Ne gotiation and  Disp ute  
Re solution. 

 

Ca the rine  Gavin  Lo ss, Asso cia te  De an  fo r Acad e m ic Affa irs 
and  Pro fe ssio na l Ed uca tio n  and  Asso cia te  Pro fe sso r o f the  
Practice  in  LPO , Pe ab od y Co lle g e  

Cathe rine  Gavin Loss is the  associate  d e an for acad e mic affairs 
and  p rofe ssional e d ucation and  an associate  p rofe ssor of the  
p ractice  at Vand e rb ilt Unive rsity’s Pe ab od y Colle g e . As 
associate  d e an, he r p ortfo lio  includ e s Pe ab od y’s office s of 
acad e mic se rvice s, g rad uate  and  p rofe ssional ad missions, 
d ig ital le arning , and  acad e mic accre d itation. She  ove rsee s 
acad e mic p rog ram p lanning  and  imp le me ntation, curriculum 
d e ve lop me nt and  re vision, and  strate g ic d ire ction in 
p rofe ssional ed ucation. She  p re viously se rved  as associate  
chair of the  De p artme nt of Le ad e rship , Policy, and  
O rg anizations and  d irector of Pe ab od y’s Maste r of Pub lic Policy 

(MPP) and  Ed ucational Doctorate  (Ed .D.) p rog rams. She  e arned  a Ph.D. in e d ucation from the  
Unive rsity of Virg inia and  M.A. in social scie nce s from the  Unive rsity of Chicag o. She  jo ined  
the  Pe ab od y faculty in 2008. 

 



2023 Vand e rb ilt Acad e mic Le ad e rs Workshop  
 

Pre se nte rs and  Pane list Directory 
 

 

Tim o thy McNam ara , In te rim  De an  and  Ge rtrud e  Conaw ay 
Vand e rb ilt  Cha ir in  the  So cia l and  Na tu ra l Scie nce s, Co lle g e  
o f Arts and  Scie nce  

My re se arch inve stig ate s human me mory, cog nition, and  
d e cision making , with a p articular focus on sp atial p roce ssing .  
My re se arch has inve stigate d  the  me tric structure  of sp atial 
me mory, the  sp atial re fe re nce  syste ms use d  in me mory to  
re p re se nt the  locations of ob je cts in the  e nvironme nt, and  how 
p e op le  up d ate  re p re se ntations of the ir own location and  
orie ntation d uring  locomotion.  Curre nt e xpe rime nts are  
e xamining  how pe op le  use  sp atial cues to  location and  
orie ntation (e .g ., land marks in the  e nvironme nt and  b od y-b ased  
cue s, such as ve stib ular, p rop rioce p tive , and  e ffe re nce -cop y 

information) d uring  navig ation to  e stimate  the ir p osition and  the  locations of g oals.  The se  
stud ie s use  Baye sian d ecision the ory as a the ore tical frame work for examining  the  comp le x 
se nsory-p e rce p tual and  d e cision p roce sses involve d  in navig ation. 

 

 

Rich  Milne r, Co rne lius Vand e rb ilt  Cha ir and  Pro fe sso r 
o f Ed uca tio n , Pe ab od y Co lle g e  

H. Richard  Milne r IV is Corne lius Vand e rb ilt Chair of 
Ed ucation in the  De p artme nt of Te aching  and  Le arning  at 
Vand e rb ilt Pe ab od y Colle g e  of ed ucation and  human 
d e ve lop me nt. He  has second ary ap p ointme nts in 
Pe ab od y’s De p artme nt of Le ad e rship , Policy and  
O rg anizations and  the  De p artme nt of Socio logy in 
Vand e rb ilt’s Colle g e  of Arts and  Scie nce . Milne r is 
Pre sid e nt of the  Ame rican Ed ucational Re se arch 
Association, the  large st re search org anization in the  
world . He  is also  an e le cte d  me mb e r of the  National 
Acad e my of Ed ucation. 

Milne r is a re se arche r, scholar and  le ad e r of urb an 
e d ucation and  te ache r ed ucation. Ce nte ring  on e q uity 

and  d ive rsity, he  has spe nt hund re d s of hours ob se rving  te ache rs’ p ractice s and  inte rvie wing  
e d ucators and  stud e nts in urb an schools ab out micro-le ve l p olicie s that shap e  stud e nts’ 
op p ortunitie s to  le arn. He  examines the  social conte xt of classrooms and  schools and  looks at 
ways in which te ache rs talk (p articularly ab out race ) influe nce s stud e nt learning , id e ntity and  
d e ve lop me nt.  
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His re se arch in urb an schools and  his b ook, “’The se  Kid s are  out of Contro l:’ Why We  Must 
Re imag ine  Classroom Manag e me nt,” (Corwin Pre ss, 2018) has influe nced  d e sig ns and  
p ractice s of te ache r e d ucation course s and  p rograms. To imp rove  re lational, curricular, 
asse ssme nt and  instructional p ractice s, school d istricts across the  United  State s and  b e yond  
d raw on his re comme nd ations to  sup p ort stud e nts of co lor, those  who live  b e low the  p ove rty 
line , and  those  whose  first lang uag e  is not Eng lish. 

 

 

C. Cyb e le  Rave r, Pro vost  and  Vice  Chance llo r fo r 
Acad e m ic Affa irs  

Dr. Rave r offe rs a uniq ue  p e rspe ctive  on ed ucation as 
a d eve lop me ntal p sycholog ist, p rofe ssor, re se arche r, 
clinician, e d ucator and  ad ministrator. Rave r ove rse es 
all faculty, staff, p rog rams and  initiative s for 
Vand e rb ilt’s 10 schools and  colle ge s. She  also  le ad s 
the  unive rsity’s re se arch, ad missions, stud e nt affairs 
and  re sid e ntial life .  

Rave r is a fe llow of the  Ame rican Association for the  Ad vance me nt of Scie nce  and  is the  
Corne lius Vand e rb ilt Profe ssor of Psychology and  Human Deve lop me nt at Pe ab od y Colleg e .  

Since  jo ining  Vand e rb ilt in 2021, Rave r has catap ulte d  the  unive rsity’s scholarship  and  
re search ope rations b y re cruiting  visionary le ad e rs, launching  new p athways for faculty 
sup p ort, and  e stab lishing  p roce sse s to  facilitate  b old  and  collab orative  d iscove ry across the  
unive rsity. She  has worke d  to  e mp owe r Vand e rb ilt und e rg rad uate , g rad uate  and  p rofe ssional 
stud e nts b y e xp and ing  the  Care e r Ce nte r, e le vating  re sources for stud e nt he alth and  
we llness, e nhancing  supp ort for g rad uate  stud ents, and  und e rtaking  o the r transformative  
initiative s.   

Rave r p reviously se rve d  as d e p uty p rovost at New York Unive rsity, whe re  she  worked  to  
ad vance  inte rd iscip linary re se arch and  p rovid ed  le ad e rship  for faculty and  g rad uate  
stud e nts. In ad d ition to  se rving  as the  p rovost liaison for se ve ral institute s across NYU, she  
also  p layed  a ke y ro le  in stre ng the ning  the  unive rsity’s re p utation and  marke ting  p osition b y 
up p ing  the  stand ard s of faculty hiring , ad vanceme nt, te nure  and  re te ntion. At NYU, Rave r 
also  he ld  the  p ositions of se nior vice  p rovost for acad e mic analytics and  g rad uate  acad emic 
affairs, and  vice  p rovost for faculty and  re se arch affairs. In ad d ition, she  was the  d irector of 
the  Institute  for Ed ucation Scie nces-fund ed  Pred octoral Inte rd iscip linary Re se arch Training  
(IES-PIRT) and  the  inaug ural d ire ctor of the  Institute  of Human Deve lopme nt and  Social 
Chang e .  

Throug hout he r caree r, Rave r has re ce ived  p re stig ious award s from the  Ame rican 
Psycholog ical Association and  the  William T. Grant Found ation, among  o the r org anizations, 
and  has b e e n g ranted  sup p ort from the  MacArthur Found ation, the  National Institute s of 
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He alth, the  National Scie nce  Found ation and  the  Sp e nce r Found ation, in which she  g arne red  
more  than $24 million in fund ing . Rave r le d  he r own fed e rally fund ed  re se arch lab oratory for 
more  than 20 ye ars b e fore  jo ining  NYU’s O ffice  of the  Provost, and  he r re search focuse s 
p rimarily on e arly le arning  and  d eve lop me nt within the  contexts of p ove rty and  p ub lic p olicy.  

Rave r is also  a d ed icated  te ache r. Prior to  hold ing  a Corne lius Vand e rb ilt Chair at Vand e rb ilt, 
she  was a faculty me mb e r at NYU for 13 ye ars. She  has also he ld  faculty p ositions at the  
Unive rsity of Chicag o’s Harris School of Pub lic Policy and  Corne ll Unive rsity’s De p artme nt of 
Human De ve lop me nt.  

Beyond  he r ro le s in hig he r ed ucation, Rave r ad vise s various local and  fe d e ral g ove rnme nt 
ag e ncie s, working  with the m to  p romote  he althy d eve lop me nt and  le arning  among  child re n 
rang ing  from b irth to  the  third  g rad e .  

A native  of New York City, Rave r e arne d  he r B.A. mag na cum laud e  from Harvard  Unive rsity, 
whe re  she  stud ied  p sycholog y and  filmmaking . She  late r e arned  he r Ph.D. in d e ve lop me ntal 
p sycholog y from Yale  Unive rsity. 

 

 

Me lissa  Ro se , Se n io r Asso cia te  De an  fo r Acad e m ic Affa irs 
and  Pro fe sso r o f Piano , Bla ir Scho o l o f Music 

Pianist Me lissa Rose  has co llab orated  with instrume ntalists and  
sing e rs in conce rts throug hout the  Unite d  State s and  at ve nue s in 
Arg e ntina, Malta, Santorini, and  Russia. She  has re cord ed  and  
e d ite d  arrang e me nts for vio la/p iano  of the  Tonad illas b y 
Granad os (ViolaSound ), one  of which was includ e d  in the  2017 
Grammy-nominated  music film, The  Music of Strang e rs. 

In ad d ition to  chamb e r music re cord ing s on the  Naxos, Ce ntaur, 
Blue  Griffin, De los, Good  Child  Music, and  Navona Re cord s 
lab e ls, Me lissa has p articip ate d  in nume rous p re mie re s and  
re sid e ncie s with le ad ing  Ame rican comp ose rs, and  is a me mb e r 

of ALIAS Chamb e r Ensemb le  in Nashville . She  has also  p e rforme d  for twe nty-five  ye ars with 
the  Summe rfe st Chamb e r Music Se rie s in Kansas City. 

Curre ntly a Profe ssor of Piano and  Se nior Associate  De an at Vand e rb ilt Blair School of Music, 
she  e njoys p re p aring  p ianists for caree rs in co llab oration. Me lissa re ce ive d  the  M.M. in p iano  
p e rformance  from the  Yale  School of Music and  the  D.M.A. in co llab orative  p iano  from the  
Unive rsity of Michig an. 
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Duane  Watso n, Asso cia te  Pro vo st  fo r Facu lty De ve lo p m e n t 
and  Frank W. Mayb o rn  Cha ir o f Psycho lo g y and  Hum an  
De ve lo p m e n t 

Duane  Watson’s re se arch focuses on the  cog nitive  p roce sse s 
that und e rlie  inte ractions b e twe e n spe ake rs and  liste ne rs.  In 
p articular, he  focuse s on how ge sture , p itch, rhythm and  
e mp hasis in sp ee ch is use d  in communication.  He  also  e xp lore s 
how ind ivid ual d iffe re nce s in cog nitive  ab ilitie s and  lite racy 
influe nce  lang uag e  p rod uction, comp rehe nsion, and  re ad ing . 

 

 

 


