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Overview

In 2020 and 2021, the violence of anti-Black racism and white supremacy was on
display and widely discussed across the United States. This project uses topic
modeling techniques to analyze digital artifacts produced by white churches during
this time. [ ask: when and how did white Christian churches in Nashville, TN
(digitally) discuss race or racism between May 2020 and February 2021?

This project is part of a larger qualitative and theological study of white-majority
Christian churches in Nashville, TN, and contributes to its transdisciplinary design by
evidencing how digital humanities methods aid the study of religious phenomena.
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Methods

Data Collection

Transcription

Corpus Creation and Preprocessing
Topic Modeling

More Topic Modeling

Conversion to Tabular Data

Data Analysis and Visualization

Data collection was conducted through
web scraping. Transcriptions were
generated using Nvivo Transcription and
were left unedited.

The tm package in R was used to create
and preprocess the corpus of documents.

Topic modeling analysis was conducted
iteratively, modeling for topic counts
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Findings

Both topic modeling tools produced coherent topics connected to themes of
race, racism, or the history of racism in Nashville and the United States. The
tools identify the most prominent topics in each artifact of the corpus,
thereby suggesting key documents within a large corpus to be targeted for
further analysis and close reading.

Top Topics ldentified by Topic Modeling Tool

The most prominent topic for each document was calculated and graphed below.

Welcome or Invocation
Address to God
Racism

Today or Things
Community
Communion

Church

Israel, Land, Promise

Discussions of race or racism

Marriage and Family
Scripture

Growth i i 5
Rrifiguard Bl Count of Documents in Each Primary Topic

Creation 5
Prayer 86
Scripture and Authority
Government and Authority
Nashville History and Race
Exile and Israel
Loving Neighbors
Maturity and Emotions
Money and Parable of Tale..
Preparation (Eschatology)
Sin, Forgiveness, Repenta..
Christmas and Advent
Fathers and Sons i
Friendship 3
Identity and Body 10
Woman at Well
Jealousy
Pentecost and Spirit 35 /10 9 >
Productn{l‘Fy of Félth / 4q 8436 & 1063 &
Spiritual Gifts
Following Jesus Top topics include race or racism
Judgement
Law and Sacrifice
Parable
Revelation and Witness
Sexuality
Discipleship
Sheep and Shepherd
Truth and Authority

Silence and Loneliness

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Race and racism topics are most frequent in late May and June 2020. These topics also

appear in January and February of 2021, but do not appear between October-November
2020.

Topics about race and racism most frequently appear in special presentations, website
content, or text-based institutional statements. Topics about race appear less frequently in
worship service artifacts.

Discussion of Race or Racism by Date and Artifact Type
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Next Steps

Targeted Coding: Further analysis of individual documents is needed to
evaluate and refine topic identification.

Targeted Close Reading: Topic modeling provides a valuable “distant
reading” of a mid-to-large size corpus. Yet, a close reading of specific artifacts
is necessary for an accurate exploration of artifact content.

Network and Timeline Analysis: Assessment of relationships between
topics and the timeline of topic appearance will clarify artifact content and
context.
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