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Teacher effectiveness: Lessons from 
Cincinnati 

 What did we do (and why)? 
 

 Why Cincinnati? 
 

 How did we do it? 
 

 What did we learn? 
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Cincinnati’s Teacher Evaluation System 
(TES) 

 Classroom Management and Teaching Practices (2 
domains we study) 
 

 8 “standards” within these two domains 
 

 4 evaluations per year 
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Results 
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What does it mean? 

 50th percentile student assigned to top quartile 
teacher: 
 2 percentile points higher in math relative to being 

assigned to bottom quartile teacher 
 

 Big or little effect? 
 Standard deviation in total teacher effect is 0.12 

 
 In math, teacher’s ability to manage classroom is more 

important than instructional practices 
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Thank You. 
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