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“Most impressive is what has now become William Franke’s hallmark: an
erudite interdisciplinarity that moves with seeming ease between various
disciplines within the humanities in order to reach a more comprehensive
position from which to examine any one issue. On the Universality of What
Is Not brings a strong career focused on apophatic thinking to an important
high point.” —Andrew W. Hass, author of Hegel and the Art of Negation

Branching out from his earlier works providing a history and a theory of
apophatic thinking, William Franke's newest book pursues applications
across a variety of communicative media, historical periods, geographical
regions, and academic disciplines—moving from the literary humanities and
cultural theory and politics to more empirical fields such as historical
anthropology, evolutionary biology, and cognitive science. On the
Universality of What Is Not: The Apophatic Turn in Critical Thinking is an
original philosophical reflection that shows how intransigent deadlocks
debated in each of these arenas can be broken through thanks to the
uncanny insights of apophatic vision. Leveraging Franke's distinctive
method of philosophical, religious, and literary thinking and practice, On the
Universality of What Is Not proposes a radically unsettling approach to
answering (or suspending) perennial questions of philosophy and religion,
as well as to dealing with some of our most pressing dilemmas at present at
the university and in the socio-political sphere. In a style of exposition that is
as lucid as it is poetic, deep-rooted tensions between alterity and equality in
all these areas are exposed and transcended.
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William Franke is professor of comparative literature and religious studies at
Vanderbilt University. He is the author and editor of numerous books,
including A Philosophy of the Unsayable (University of Notre Dame Press,
2014).

RELATED TITLES

On What Cannot Be

Philosophy of the
A PHILOSOPHY Said

o The Unsayable
William P. Franke William Franke
978-0-268-02894-7 978-0-268-02882-4
$37 $45

UNSAYABLE

Please email tear sheet to address below.

Kathryn Pitts p: 574.631.3267; e: pitts.5@nd.edu, undpress.nd.edu MARKETING
DEPARTMENT, UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME PRESS 310 FLANNER HALL,
NOTRE DAME, IN 46556, USA





