746000  *Postmodernereligionsphilosophie
Ausgehend von klassischen Debatten zwischen Hegel und Kierkegaard, Schleiermacher und Schelling, beziehen sich diese Vorlesungen auf Spannungen unter Religionsphilosophien heute, insbesondere zwischen Amerikanischen säkularisationtheologer in der Nachflolge von der “Death of God” Theologie und der Bewegung der “Radical Orthodoxy,” die von Cambridge, England herströmmt.  Die Frankfurter Schule, insbesondere Horkheimer, Adorno, und Habermas, wird auch in Betracht gezogen als bahnbrechend für eine postmoderne kritische negative Theologie.  Es wird erklärt, wie eine solche Theologie Dialog zwischen verfeindeten Kulturen ermöglichen kann, bzw. zwischen abendländischen säkularisierten Intellektuellen und radikalen Islamisten.  
Im allgemeinen, geht es um postmoderne Theorien und ihre theologische Bedeutung.  Die entscheidenden Texte und Ideen seit Saussure, von Foucault, Derrida, Irigaray, Adorno, ecc., werden als Ablehnung der Aufklärung angesehen. Die neuen Perspektiven für religiöses Denken und Leben, die dadurch göffnet sind, werden erprobt.  (Sehe unten “Post-Modern Theory:  In the Wake of the Death of God” für detaillierten Inhalt). 

Literatur:

From Modernism to Postmodernism: An Anthology, ed. Lawrence Cahoone (Blackwell 2003)  ISBN 0-631-23213-3
 

The Postmodern God: A Theological Reader, ed. Graham Ward (Oxford: Blackwell, 1997)  ISBN 0-631-20141-6

Thomas J. J. Altizer, Godhead and the Nothing (State University of New York Press, 2003)

[Secular Theology: American Radical Theological Thought, ed. Clayton Crockett (New York: Routledge, 2001) ]
[John Milbank, Theology and Social Theory: Beyond Secular Reason, 2nd ed. (Oxford: Blackwell, 2006) ]
Hans Urs von Balthasar, Herrlichkeit: Eine theologische Ästhetik (Johannes Verlag Einsiedeln, 1961), Erster Band: Schau der Gestalt

Radical Orthodoxy: A New Theology. Eds. John Milbank, Graham Ward, and Catherine Pickstock.  (London ; New York : Routledge, 1998).  ISBN 041419699X (pbk)

   Post-Modern Theory:  In the Wake of the Death of God

This course will serve as a general introduction to recent theory tailored to students of religion.  

If modernism is understood to be the age of the subject, the age that begins when self-consciousness says, “I think, therefore I am” (Descartes, 1638), making itself the foundation of its very existence, postmodernity begins when this postulate of the autonomous, self-grounding subject enters into crisis and collapses.  Without the individual subject as secure foundation, the presumably stable values of modern tradition since the Renaissance are undermined in all domains from market economies based on the free choices of independent individuals to aesthetic styles of subjective self-expression familiar, for example, in Romantic and Expressionist art.  The new sense of a lack of foundations, of no tangible or knowable reality underlying and grounding the flux of appearances in experience, opens thought and praxis in the diverse directions that have become recognizable as characteristically “postmodern.”  Simulacra, inauthenticity, lack of origins or originals, hence proliferating pluralities which nevertheless evince no real distinctions from one another in a consumer society of mass production are some of the typical manifestions of this postmodern milieu.  We will undertake to survey important theoretical statements concerning these developments by authors such as Derrida, Baudrillard, and Mark C. Taylor.  

We will also inquire into the limits and alternatives to postmodernism that may be presenting themselves on the scene today. Religious sources and manifestations will be particularly emphasized in order to help us comprehend postmodernism as the era of the Death of God.  

A couple of films, such as The Passion of the Christ (2004, dir. Mel Gibson), The Omega Code (1999, dir. Rob Marcarelli), Terminator 2 Judgment Day (1991, dir. James Cameron), Angels in America (2003, dir. Tony Kushner), emphasizing especially the role of religion in postmodernity, may be screened and discussed. 

The main text, from which most of the assignments will be drawn is:

From Modernism to Postmodernism: An Anthology, ed. Lawrence Cahoone (Blackwell 2003)  

This text will be supplemented with readings from The Postmodern God: A Theological Reader, ed. Graham Ward (Oxford: Blackwell, 1997), abbreviated: PMG.
Also recommended:

Kevin Hart, Postmodernism: A Guide for Beginners (Oneworld Publishers, 2004)

Schedule of Readings:

1. Introduction:  Postmodernism and its Others  
2. Definitions of the Postmodern 
   
Lyotard, From The Postmodern Condition A Report on Knowledge 259-77

   
Ihab Hassan, “POSTmodernISM: A Practical Bibliography” 410-20

   
Charles Jencks, From “What is Post-Modernism?” 458-63


John Milbank, “Postmodern Critical Augustinianism,” PMG 265

3.  The Subversion of the Sign

   
Ferdinand de Saussure, From Course in General Linguistics, 122-26

Jacques Derrida, “Différance” 225-40 

[+ “How to Avoid Speaking” PMG 167]

   
Hal Foster, “Subversive Signs” 310-18


Wittgenstein, From Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus 143


Michel de Certeau, “How is Christianity Thinkable Today?” PMG 142

4.  Death of God and Demise of Values and Civilization

Friedrich Nietzsche, “The Madman,”  “How the World Became a Fable,”

“The Dionysian World” 116-17

Michel Foucault, “Nietzsche, Genealogy, History” and From “Truth and 

Power” 241-53
[Mark C. Taylor, From Erring: A Postmodern Atheology 435-46]
Sigmund Freud, From Civilization and its Discontents 144-49

Jacques Lacan, “The Death of God,” PMG 32

5.  Simulations and Alterities

Baudrillard, From Symbolic Exchange and Death 421-34

Jacques Lacan, “The Mirror Stage as Formative of the Function of the I as 

Revealed in Psychoanalytic Experience” 195-99

René Girard, “The God of Victims” PMG 105
6. Politics of Identity and the Nonidentical

Irigaray, “Equal to Whom?” PMG 198

Rebecca S. Chopp, “From Patriarchy into Freedom: A Conversation

between American Feminist Theology and French Feminism,” PMG 235

Michel Foucault, from The History of Sexuality, PMG 123

Georges Bataille, From Theory of Religion, PMG 15
7. The Attack on Humanism and Some Alternatives

Heidegger, “Letter on Humanism” 174-94

Jean Paul Sartre, From “Existentialism” 169-73

Alasdair McIntyre, “The Virtues, the Unity of a Human Life, and the 

Concept of a Tradition” 550-63

Habermas, “An Alternative Way Out of the Philosophy of the Subject: 

Communicative versus Subject-Centered Reason” 592-600

8. The Enlightenment Paradigm

[Descartes, From Meditations on First Philosophy 17-26]

Hume, From A Treatise on Human Nature 27-31

Kant, From Preface Critique of Pure Reason 49-53; “An Answer to the

 Question: ‘What is Enlightement?’” 45-48

Rousseau, From Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts 32-37

Condorcet, From Sketch for an Historical Picture of the Progress of the Human 



Mind 70-74
9. Crisis of Secular Enlightenment Rationalism


Burke, From Reflections on the Revolution in France 54-62

Max Weber, “Science as a Vocation” 127-31
Edmund Husserl, from The Crisis of European Sciences and Transcendental 

Phenomenology 149-58
Max Horkheimer and Theodor Adorno, from Dialectic of Enlightenment 159-68
10. American Secular Theology

Mark C. Taylor, From Erring: A Postmodern Atheology 435-46

Thomas J. J. Altizer, Godhead and the Nothing 

11. Two Paradigms of Divine Death: Hegel and Nietzsche
Milbank Theology and Social Theory: Beyond Secular Reason, chapter 10: Ontological Violence or the Postmodern Problematic” pp. 278-327
 
+ chapter 6: “For and Against Hegel”
12. Radical Orthodoxy

    
Radical Orthodoxy. Eds. John Milbank, Graham Ward, and Catherine Pickstock


pp. 1-37
Hans Urs von Balthasar, Herrlichkeit: Eine theologische Ästhetik. 

Erster Band: Schau der Gestalt     Hinführung.  pp. 15-122
13. Literary and Liturgical Epistemologies


Roland Barthes, “Wrestling with the Angel,” PMG 84


Jean-Ives Lacoste, “Liturgy and Kenosis,” PMG 249


Catherine Pickstock, “Asyndeton: Syntax and Insanity,” PMG 297

Julia Kristeva, from In the Beginning Was Love PMG 223

14. Postmodern Theology as Critique of Philosophy


Emmanuel Levinas, “God and Philosophy” PMG 52


Jean-Luc Marion, “Metaphysics and Phenomenology: A Summary for 

Theologians,” PMG 279


Graham Ward, Introduction to PMG (p. xlii)


Wittgenstein, “Lecture on Ethics” 139-42
15. Back to Reality?  Analytic Philosophy at its Limits
W.V. Quine, “Epistemology Naturalized” 540-49

Richard Rorty, “Solidarity or Objectivity?” 447-56

Hilary Putnam, “Is There Still Anything to Say about Reality and Truth?”

592-600

