Hermeneutics    (crosslisted with Philosophy)          (1992-95)
This course is meant to serve as a general introduction to a certain current of thinking in continental philosophy, arts criticism and social science known as "hermeneutics." It takes Heidegger’s thought, both early and late, as ground-breaking for the modern hermeneutic revolution and then reads forwards to contemporary developments of hermeneutics as a philosophical school, especially by Gadamer, as well as backwards to important antecedents for this decisive turning in the history of interpretation. Thus Heidegger’s texts together with Gadamer’s Truth and Method will serve as a central path from which we will branch off to explore a variety of styles of hermeneutic thinking, represented by brief texts from Ricoeur, Foucault, Derrida, Humboldt, Habermas. Along the way, retrospectively, the significance of classics in hermeneutic theory by Schleiermacher, Dilthey, Hegel and St. Augustine will be brought to focus.
REQUIRED TEXTS:
Gadamer, Truth and Method
Heidegger, Being and Time
Heidegger, Poetry, Language, Thought
Mueller-Vollmer, The Hermeneutics Reader
Course Reader, includes: Augustine, On the Trinity, Book XV; Derrida, "Sendings: On Representation"; Foucault, "Nietzsche, Freud, Marx"; Hegel, Introduction to Phenomenology of Spirit; Ricoeur, "The Task of Hermeneutics."
OPTIONAL TEXTS:
Bruns, Hermeneutics: Ancient and Modern
Dreyfus, Being-in-the-World: A Commentary of Heidegger’s Being and Time,  Division I 
Klemm, Hermeneutical Inquiry II
Ricoeur, Interpretation Theory
Steiner, After Babel: Aspects of Language and Translation
Weinsheimer, Gadamer’s Hermeneutics
