                        
Poetics and Politics of the Origin of Language (Spring 1999)
As pondered by a certain humanist tradition since antiquity, the order of things in general and of human society in particular is mirrored and to a large extent even established and generated by the order of language. Language is thus a privileged locus for human creative effort in aesthetic, ethical and other domains, though its privilege is also frought with risks and ambiguities. Endeavors to exploit language’s poetic resources have very often been inextricably bound up with theoretical inquiry into the nature and essence of language and its relation to world, self, society, reality, and the beyond. We will follow a number of paths into the nature of language and poetry as illuminating one another reciprocally and as formative for political order but also as beholden to and manipulable by it. Different models of language in the ancient and medieval, as well as the modern, worlds will be analyzed in relation to the poetic and political powers that language is able to claim or that are exerted through it for better and for worse. 
The most important ideas about language have sooner or later found expression in myths or accounts of its origin, and this will give us our thematic thread. Discourses about the origin of language become a minor genre in their own right, and the stories told about how language originates are saturated with ideological implications, embodying interpretations of the relation of human beings to nature, to one another in society, to empowerment, and to higher powers. We will consider the question of origins not only anthropologically and etiologically but broadly in terms also of language as itself an origin of world and human, historical life. 
1 Introduction
2 Plato, Cratylus + Grassi, "Rhetoric and Philosophy" 
3 Cicero, De inventione, Topica +Horace, "Ars poetica" (excerpts) & Quintilian
             + Rig Veda 10.71
             + Grassi, "Rhetoric as the Ground of Society"
4 Dante, De vulgari eloquentia
5 Dante, Paradiso
6 Grassi, Renaissance Humanism
 
7 Vico, The New Science, Idea of the Work and Books I & II                  
             Optional: Vico, On the Ancient Wisdom of the Italians taken from                                    the Origins of the Latin Language
8 SPRING BREAK
9 Vico, The New Science, Books II-V
            
10 Rousseau, On the Origin of Language
             Herder, Prize Essay on the Origin of Language
             Optional: Herder, "Essay on a History of Lyric Poetry"
11 Derrida, Of Grammatology, Part I
12 Derrida,Of Grammatology, Part II
13 Humboldt, On Language: the diversity of human language                   
             structure and its influence on the mental development of mankind
14 Heidegger, "Holderlin and the Essence of Poetry"
                                     "Language"
                                     "What are Poets For?"
15 Benjamin, "On Language as Such and on the Language of Men"    
                                     + "The Task of the Translator"
                        Optional: Derrida, "The Towers of Babel"
                        
                        
