CLT 355-03 On What Cannot Be Said: Apophatic Discourses in Theology, Philosophy, and Literature (Spring 2001)
This course examines traditional as well as new and radical currents of thinking about the limits of language and what may or may not lie beyond them. The course is built around literary and philosophical versions of and responses to classic expressions of negative theology in Western culture, that is, the attempt to devise and disqualify ways of talking about God as an ultimate reality beyond the reach of language. 
This inquiry necessarily entails an attempt to pry into the nature of language and its creative role with respect to the world and things. A great deal of reflection in this area has revolved around the mysteries of naming and of the Divine Name. There is an especially Jewish tradition of reflection for which any possibility of naming is grounded in the (unnameable) Name of God. The language theories of authors including Derrida, Rosenzweig, Benjamin and Levinas will be examined and backgrounded by biblical revelation and kabbalah speculation as presented especially by Scholem. 
Poetic versions of the problem of the unsayable, particularly by Dante, Dickinson, Celan, and Wallace Stevens, will also be featured.
Introduction (poems by Wallace Stevens, Paul Celan and Rainer Maria Rilke)
Rosenzweig, Der Stern der Erlösung (The Star of Redemption) Intro & Part 1
Rosenzweig, Der Stern der Erlösung (The Star of Redemption) Part 2
Rosenzweig, Der Stern der Erlösung (The Star of Redemption) Part 3
Schelling, The Ages of the World (Die Weltalter)
Pseudo-Dionysius, Mystical Theology + The Divine Names (De divinis nominibus)
Plato, Parmenides 
Plotinus, Enneads, Book V
Meister Eckhart, German Sermons (Deutsche Predigten und Traktate), [esp. 2 ("Intravit Jesus in quoddam castellum"), 52 ("Beati pauperes spiritu") and "Surrexit Autem Saulus de Terra"] + Aquinas, "On Divine Names" 
Marguerite Porete, The Mirror of the Simple Souls Who Are Annihilated and Remain Only in Will and Desire of Love (Le Mirouer des simples ames anienties et qui seulement demourent en vouloir et desire d’amour)
                        +
Emily Dickinson, Poems (Johnson numbers): 581, 701, 1452,   1563,1651,1668, 1700, also 985, and 1071)
Dante, Paradiso 
Lévinas, Time and the Other (Le temps et l’autre)     
Derrida, "Denials: How to avoid speaking" ("Comment ne      pas parler") in Derrida and Negative Theology
Derrida, On the Name (Sauf le nom) = "Post-Scriptum" in Derrida and Negative Theology 
Silesius Angelus, The Wandering Cherub (Cherubinische                          Wandersmann)
Scholem, "On the Names of God" 
+ Benjamin, "On the Language of Men and on Language as Such" 
+ Celan, "Conversation in the Mountains" ("Gespräch im Gebirge")
