Metaphor  (crosslisted with English)      (Spring 1997)
An examination of theories of metaphor supported by interpretations of metaphor at work in literary and other sorts of texts. Questions as to the nature and sources of linguistic innovation, the roles of similarity and comparison, the bases for metaphor in the world and in language, and the question whether all language is metaphorical. These and other questions will be pursued across a range of theories falling under three general paradigms: analytic philosophy of language, structuralism and semiotics, and hermeneutics. 
A central axis of readings will be formed by the classical rhetorical tradition concerning literary metaphor and the philosophical reflection on metaphor from antiquity through the Renaissance (Aristotle, Quintillian, Cicero, Augustine, De doctrina christiana, Geoffrey of Vinsauf, Poetria Nova, and Henry Peacham, The Garden of Eloquence), to modern philosophical reflection by I. A. Richards, The Philosophy of Rhetoric and Ricoeur, La métahpre vive, and its critique by Derrida ("Le retrait de la metaphor" and "La mythologie blanche: la métaphor dans le texte philosophique").
Dante’s Paradiso, an inaugural text for metaphor in a modern sense, has been chosen as a starting point and common resource for us. The particular interests and disciplinary backgrounds of each of the seminar’s participants will determine other exemplary texts, formally through an oral presentation. A bibliography and consultations with the instructor are available to help guide the choice of texts and topic.
Introduction
Richards, The Philosophy of Rhetoric 
Ricoeur, The Rule of Metaphor 1 & 2
            + Aristotle, Poetics1457b (ch. 21); Rhetoric 1406b, 1410b, 1412a
            + Quintillian, from De Institutione Oratoria Libri Duodecim
            + Dumarsais, from Les figures du discours 
Black, "Metaphor," Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society 55 
            (1954/55): 273-294
            + Black, "Models and Archetypes" in Models and Metaphors
            + Davidson, "What Metaphors Mean" in Sacks, On Metaphor
            Optional: Black, "More About Metaphor," in Ortony
                         + Ricoeur, The Rule of Metaphor 3
                        
Lakoff and Johnson, Metaphors We Live By
             Optional: Kuhn, in Ortony
Sontag, Illness as Metaphor
Eco, "Metaphor and Semiosis," Semiotics and the Philosophy of Language
            Optional: Ricoeur, The Rule of Metaphor 4 and 5
                         Juri Lotman. "Myth-Name-Culture," Semiotica 22 
Cassirer, Language and Myth
             + Vico, "Poetic Logic" 
                        Optional: Ortega y Gasset
Ricoeur, The Rule of Metaphor 6 & 7 
Derrida, "La mythologie blanche" (= "White Mythology")
             
             Optional: Sarah Kofman, Nietzsche et la métaphore [abbreviated version in Poétique 2 (1971): 77-98])
            Nietzsche, "Über Wahrheit und Lüge im aussermoralischen Sinne"
            Ricoeur, The Rule of Metaphor 8
            Optional: Derrida, "Le retrait de la métaphore" (="The Retreat of Metaphor")
             Ricoeur, "The Metaphorical Process as Cognition, Imagination, and Feeling," Critical Inquiry 5 (Autumn 1978) 
Grassi, The Primordial Metaphor 
Krieger, A Reopening of Closure
Conclusion
 
