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    DANTE II: Dante and the Foundations of Modern Western Civilization
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
      This course will concentrate on Dante's theoretical works, not only as the indispensable background for the Divine Comedy, but also as keys to understanding major intellectual traditions of the Middle Ages.  These texts will be presented as perhaps the best way for the non-specialist to approach the whole mind-set of the High Middle Ages and its laying the ground for modern Europe.  We will concentrate principally on Vita nuova (The New Life), Convivio (The Banquet), De Vulgari Eloquentia (On the Vulgar Tongue), and Monarchia (Monarchy).  Each of these texts is monumental in its own right and inaugurates a new secular outlook that, nevertheless, is still firmly ensconced in ancient and medieval processes of theological revelation.  Revelation itself, as Dante conceives it, is becoming thoroughly historicized and individualized, and it is possible to discern here exactly how Christian, incarnate revelation renders possible the emergence of the new outlook of the modern world in its autonomy and concrete reality as we know it. 

      Dante's invention of the concept of an Italian national vernacular language and his vulgarization of philosophical and theological wisdom for a new middle class or bourgeoisie, furthermore, constitute major intellectual revolutions.  His championing of the Holy Roman Empire seems to represent a reactionary reaffirmation of a civilization that was rapidly becoming obsolete with the impending rise of the nation-state.  Yet the idea of a temporal authority, universal in scope and completely independent of the spiritual authority of the papacy, has a powerful secularizing thrust that puts Dante in the vanguard of the civilization that was to develop in Europe from the Renaissance.  We will inquire into the extent to which Dante’s ideal of world government might not take on renewed relevance today in a world facing the twin challenges of globalization, on the one hand, and ethnic fragmentation and religious sectarianism, on the other.
        Dante presents his ideas, moreover, as originating from his overwhelming experience of love for a woman, his "beatifier," Beatrice.
The course will be taught in English so as to be open to all students.  Those with language ability in Italian will be encouraged to work with original texts and to participate in supplementary discussions in Italian.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Regular attendance and participation in seminar discussion.

2. A 20-minute oral presentation on an individually selected topic 

    relevant to the issues of the course.

3. A 15-20-page research paper.

PREREQUISITES
There are no prerequisites for this course.  It does not presuppose Dante I.  In fact, it is the ideal preparation for Dante I.  But both courses are completely independent.  They can be taken in either order and either one without the other.

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Dante, The Convivio (The Banquet) http://dante.ilt.columbia.edu/books/convivi/
Lansing trans.:  http://digitaldante.columbia.edu/library/dantes-works/the-convivio/

Dante, La vita nuova (The New Life) 
http://digitaldante.columbia.edu/library/dantes-works/la-vita-nuova-frisardi/

Dante, De vulgari eloquentia (On the Vulgar Tongue)
Dante, De Monarchia (On World Government)

All Dante texts available online in bilingual edition at Princeton Dante Project: http://etcweb.princeton.edu/dante/pdp/
SUPPLEMENTARY TEXTS:

Erich Auerbach, Dante: Poet of the Secular World (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1961)

Jacob Burckhardt, The Civilization of the Italian Renaissance, 2 vols. (New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1958)

William Franke, Secular Scriptures:  Modern Theological Poetics in the Wake of Dante 

(Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 2016)

Ernst H. Kantorowicz, The King’s Two Bodies: A Study in Mediaeval Political Theology (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1997; originally 1957)

Charles T. Davis, Dante and the Idea of Rome (Oxford: Clarendon, 1957)
The Cambridge Companion to Dante, ed. Rachel Jacoff (New York: University of Cambridge Press, 1993).
Ruedi Imbach, Dante, la philosophie et les laïcs (Fribourg: Éditions Universitaires Fribourg Suisse, 1996)
J. F. Took, Dante: Lyric Poet and Philosopher (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1990)

Michael Caesar, ed., Dante: The Critical Heritage (London: Routledge, 1989)
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY OPERATES UNDER 

THE HONOR CODE SYSTEM
Dante's philosophical and critical works in their medieval historical context and his influence in building a modern Western civilization. Knowledge of Italian not required
