Time-varying Covariates (1988-2005) Codebook for Politicization Project


This dataset includes a set of political and economic variables for the 1988 to 2005 period.  It is for use with datasets including observations during this same period.  To append these variables to existing datasets that include these years I use the Stata command—joinby year using [tvc dataset name], unmatched (master).
Variables

Year—Year of observation.

Presname—Name of the president during the year of observation.  In years where there is a presidential transition (1989, 1993, 2001), the incoming president is listed and assumed to serve for the whole period.

Congress— This variable indicates the Congress presiding during the year.  The data spans from the 100th Congress in 1988 to the 109th congress in 2005.
Divided (0,1)—This indicator variable is coded with a 1 if different parties control the presidency and the House of Representatives or the Senate.  All other years are coded with a 0.

Unified (0,1)—This indicator is coded with a 1 if the same party controls the presidency and the House of Representatives and the Senate.  All other years are coded with a 0
Demhouse (0,1)—This indicator is coded with a 1 if the House of Representatives is controlled by the Democratic Party.  All other years are coded with a 0.
Demsen (0,1)—This indicator is coded with a 1 if the Senate is controlled by the Democratic Party.  All other years are coded with a 0.
Dempres (0,1)—This indicator is coded with a 1 if the president is a Democrat.
Majorh—This is the number of representatives in the majority party in the House at the time of observation.  Its minimum is 222 and its maximum is 267.

Majors—This is the number of senators in the majority party at the time of observation.  Its minimum is 50 and its maximum is 57.
Secterm (0,1)—This indicator is coded with a 1 if the president is serving in a second term.  All other years are coded with a 0.
Tyear (1-4)—This is the year of the president’s term.  For example, 1988, 1996, 2000, and 2004 are coded with a 4 since this is the fourth year of the presidential term.
Newadmin (0,1)—This indicator is coded with a 1 if it is the first year of a new president’s term (i.e., 1989, 1993, 2001).  All other years are coded with a 0.

Partchg (0,1)—This indicator is coded with a 1 for years where the sitting president is from a different party than the president presiding in the previous term (i.e., 1993-1996; 2001-2004).

Whstaff—This is the total number of people listed under the White House Office for each year in the United States Government Manual except for those listed as working under the Vice President’s Office, the First Lady’s Office, the National Security Council, and the military offices.  This data was obtained directly from Matthew Dickinson at Middlebury College except for data from 2005 which was added by me.

Inflation—This is the change in yearly average consumer price index for all urban consumers from the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The file is located at ftp.bls.gov/pub/special.requests/cpi/cpiai.txt.
Prescom—These are the president’s common space scores, a measure of political ideology based upon presidential behavior on roll call votes.
  I retrieved them from Keith Poole’s website (http://voteview.com/dwnl.htm).

Hmed—These are the common space scores for the median member of the House of Representatives for each Congress.
  Common space scores are a measure of member ideology based upon roll call votes.  I entered the score for each member of the House of Representatives into STATA and use the first dimension score for the 50th percentile.  I double-checked these calculations in Excel for the 1988-2003 scores to make sure Stata’s 50th percentile was the true median.  In cases where there is an even number Stata uses the average of the two closest members.  In some years there are more than 435 members due to deaths, retirements, and resignations.  In such cases I take the median of the total number of members who served during that Congress.
Smed—These are the common space scores for the median member of the Senate for each Congress.
  Common space scores are a measure of senator ideology based upon roll call votes.  I entered the score for each member of the Senate into STATA and use the first dimension score for the 50th percentile.  I double-checked these calculations in Excel for the 1988-2003 scores to make sure Stata’s 50th percentile was the true median.  In cases where there is an even number Stata uses the average of the two closest members.  In some years there are more than 100 members due to deaths, retirements, and resignations.  In such cases I take the median of the total number of members who served during that Congress.
Salary Data

Nomsesmin—Nominal minimum salary for an employee in the Senior Executive Service (SES).
Nomsesmax-- Nominal maximum salary for an employee in the Senior Executive Service (SES).
Avgsesnom-- Nominal average salary for an employee in the Senior Executive Service (SES).
Avgses1982—Inflation adjusted average salary for an employee in the Senior Executive Service in 1982 dollars.
Wklyavgses1982—I nflation adjusted average salary for an employee in the Senior Executive Service in 1982 dollars/52.
Nommaxgs15—Nominal maximum salary for a GS-15 employee.
Maxgs1982—Real maximum salary for a GS-15 employee in 1982 dollars.
Wklymaxgs1982—Real maximum salary for a GS-15 employee in 1982 dollars/52.
Cpi1982—Yearly average Consumer Price Index for 1982 for all urban consumers (www.bls.gov).  [ftp://ftp.bls.gov/pub/special.requests/cpi/cpiai.txt]
Deflator—Same as above, namely yearly average Consumer Price Index for 1982 for all urban consumers (www.bls.gov).  [ftp://ftp.bls.gov/pub/special.requests/cpi/cpiai.txt]
Ptile80-99—These are percentiles of weekly wage and salary earnings are estimates computed from responses to the Annual March Demographic Supplement of the Current Population Survey (CPS). Jordan followed the procedure used by Katz and Murphy (1992) ``Changes in relativel wages, 1963 - 1987" Quarterly Journal of Economics 107(1): 35.  See Jordan 2007 for details.
WklyV1982
--Estimated real weekly wages of Executive Level V employees. 

WklyIV1982—Estimated real weekly wages of Executive Level IV employees.
WklyIII1982—Estimated real weekly wages of Executive Level III employees.
WklyII1982—Estimated real weekly wages of Executive Level II employees.
WklyI1982—Estimated real weekly wages of Executive Level I employees.
� See McCarty and Poole 1995; Poole 1998.


� Source: Keith Poole’s website (� HYPERLINK "http://voteview.com/dwnl.htm" ��http://voteview.com/dwnl.htm�).


� Source: Keith Poole’s website (� HYPERLINK "http://voteview.com/dwnl.htm" ��http://voteview.com/dwnl.htm�).


� Data for GS and SES salaries: Salaries for GS and SES prior to 1994 come from U.S. Office of Personnel Management. Salaray Table, Nos. 79-93. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office. The exception is 1992 for the SES. I got this figure from Linda Oppenheimer in the SSRC at Princeton University's Firestone Library. She got the figure from a publication called, "The Status of the Senior Executive Service, 1992-1993." The rest of the salary information comes form OPM's website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.opm.gov/oca/06tables/index.asp" ��http://www.opm.gov/oca/06tables/index.asp�). Look at the bottom of the page for past info.


� All data on the weekly wages of executive level employees and the different percentile weekly earnings is from Jordan, Stuart V. 2007. Essays in Institutions and Policy Choices in the U.S. Executive Branch. Ph.D. Dissertation, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Princeton University. According to Jordan 2007, “The data on political appointee salaries was computed from the annual salary reported in the executive schedule divided by 52, and deflated to 1982 dollars.”
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