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of adult and workers’ education in north America. New

A Century of International Research in Adult Learning and Education: Evolutionary Trajectories,
Key Issues, and Local Perspectives
Zhang Yong', Douglas D. Perkins? & Shao Congyjlcsponding Auber
(1.Faculty of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062;
2.Peabody College of Education and Human Development, Vanderbilt University, TN 37203)

[Abstract] As a formalized field research, international adult learning and education (ALE) has developed over more than a
century, progressing through phases of practice—oriented, theory—oriented, and polic y—oriented research. This century—long evolution
reflects both a sequential progression and dynamic interactions among the phases, indicating a cumulative and layered development.
Three central themes have been emphasized in the field of ALE research: international relevance, the establishment of ALE as an in-
dependent academic discipline, and evidence-based inquiry. The insights presented in this paper offer important implications for con-
structing a localized and independent knowledge system for ALE research in China. Key directions include enhancing cultural sensi-
tivity, developing a comprehensive and contextually grounded research framework, and strengthening evidence—informed approaches in
ALE scholarship. Only by developing an open knowledge system, characterized by dynamic equilibrium, within the complex sphere of
“civilizational dialogue and knowledge co—construction” can Chinese ALE research make a transformative leap from a regional experi-
ence to a universal paradigm in the landscape of global academia.

[Keywords] International level; Adult learning and education; Practice—oriented research; Theory—oriented research; Policy —

oriented research
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