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PROFILE

Jack M. Sasson is the Werthan Professor of Judaic and Biblical Studies, emeritus (2015) at Vanderbilt
University (Nashville, Tennessee, USA).

Born in Aleppo, Syria, in 1941 to Iraqgi and Syrian parents, Sasson immigrated to the United States in 1955
and was naturalized in 1961. After graduating from Brooklyn College (BA, 1962), Sasson studied Ancient
Near Eastern as well as Islamic studies at Brandeis University, receiving a doctorate in the former subject in
1966. He taught ancient Near Eastern cultures and religion at the University of North Carolina, becoming
the William R. Kenan, Jr Professor of Religious Studies, emeritus since 1999. He moved to Vanderbilt in
1999 where, from 2002 to 2005, he was also founding Director of its Program in Jewish Studies. Retiring in
2015, he now lives in Chapel Hill, NC.

Sasson has held numerous posts, elected and nominated, at universities and at professional societies, among
them President of the American Oriental Society (1998) and of the International Association for
Assyriology (2005-2010), where he has recently been inducted to its Honorary Council. He has edited the
“Bible and Ancient Near East” pages of the Journal of the American Oriental Society (1976-1984; 1996-
2000) and has joined the editorial boards of a several journals and serials. Sasson was chief editor of
Scribner’s Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, a 4-volume reference set that appeared in 1995 and that
has received many awards since then. (It is now issued by Hendrickson in a two-volume format.) He has
lectured widely, including as a professor at the Sorbonne and the Collége de France, as a distinguished
scholar at Ben-Gurion and Brigham Young universities, and at Chung Chi College (Hong Kong).

Sasson’s scholarly efforts have clustered around two disciplines: Assyriology, specializing on the archives
found at the Middle Euphrates town of Mari, and Hebrew Scripture, with interest on its narrative prose. In
1979, he conducted a National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar for college Teachers on
“Folklore Studies and the Ancient Near Eastern Narrative,” and held a similar forum for College teachers in
1996 on “The Hebrew Bible in Cultural Contexts.”

His publications include commentaries on the Biblical books of Ruth (1979), Jonah (1991), and Judges 1-
12 (2014). His most recent monograph is From the Mari Archives: An Anthology of Old Babylonian Letters
(Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns, 2015). He is completing work on Judges (13-21) for the Anchor Yale
Bible series.

Web page at <https://my.vanderbilt.edu/jacksasson/>

Full CV < https://my.vanderbilt.edu/jacksasson/vita/>

Online archives < http://discoverarchive.vanderbilt.edu/handle/1803/3502/browse?type=title>
Portraits http://people.vanderbilt.edu/~jack.m.sasson/portraits.htm

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS, MONOGRAPHS, AND ARTICLES (since 2005)

2005-“Of Time & Immortality,” Biblical Review 21/3 (Summer 2005): 32-41, 52-54.

-“Comparative Observations on the Near Eastern Epic Traditions,” pp. 215-232 in John Miles Foley (editor), A
Companion to Ancient Epic (Oxford: Blackwell’s).

2006-“Utopian and Dystopian Images in Mari Prophetic Texts,” pp. 27-40 in Ehud Ben Zvi (ed.), Utopia and Dystopia
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in Prophetic Literature (Publications of the Finnish Exegetical Society, 92; Finnish Exegetical Society, Helsinki—
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Gottingen).

-“The Servant’s Tale: How Rebekah Found a Spouse,” of Near Eastern Studies 65: 241-265.

-“Mari and the Holy Grail,” pp. 186-198 in Stanley W. Holloway (ed.), Orientalism, Assyriology & the Bible
(Sheffield: Sheffield Phoenix Press).

2007-"Scruples: Extradition in the Mari Archives,” pp. 453-73 in Festschrift fir Hermann Hunger, zum 65. Geburtstag
gewidmet von seinen Freunden, Kollegen, und Schiilern (= WZKM 97; Wien: Institut fur Orientalistik, 2007).

2008-“Another Wrinkle on Old Adapa,” pp. 1-10 in R.J. van der Spek (et al., eds), Studies in Ancient Near Eastern
World View and Society presented to Marten Stol on the occasion of his 65th birthday (Bethesda, MD: CDL Press).-

-“Oracle Inquiries in Judges,” pp. 149-168 in Chaim Cohen (et al. eds.), Birkat Shalom: Studies in the Bible, Ancient
Near Eastern Literature, and Postbiblical Judaism Presented to Shalom M. Paul on the Occasion of His Seventieth
Birthday(Winona lake, IN: Eisenbrauns).

-“Texts, Trade and Travelers,” pp. 95-100 in Joan Aruz (ed.), Beyond Babylon: Art, Trade, and Diplomacy in the
Second Millennium B.C. (Metropolitan Museum of Art).

-“Time and Mortality: Creation Narratives in Ancient Israel and in Mesopotamia,” pp. 489-509 in Ettore Cingano &
Lucio Milano (eds.), Papers on Ancient Literatures: Greece, Rome and the Near East. Proceedings of the “Advanced
Seminar in the Humanities ", Venice International University 2004-2005, (Quaderni del Dipartimento di Scienze
dell’ Antichita e del Vicino Oriente — Universita Ca’ Foscari, Venezia, n. 4; Padova: S.A.R.G.O.N. Editrice e
Libreria).

2009—Ethically Cultured Interpretations: The Case of Eglon’s Murder (Judges 3),” pp. 571-595 in Gershon Galil,
Mark Geller and Alan Millard (eds.), Homeland and Exile: Biblical and Ancient Near Eastern Studies in Honour of
Bustenay Oded (Vetus, 130; Leiden E.J. Brill).

-“The Trouble with Nar-Sin: Zimri-Lim’s Purchase of Alahtum,” pp.193-203 in D.A. Barreyra Fracaroli, G. del Olmo
Lete (eds), Reconstruyendo Pasado Remoto. Estudios sobre el P.O.A. en homenaje a Jorge R. Silva Castillo (Aula
Orientalis Supplementa, 25; Sabadell, Barcelona: Editorial AUSA).

2010—“Where Angels Fearlessly Tread: Mari Insights on Genesis 19,” pp. 1163-1183 in Kogan, Leonid, N. Koslova, S.
Loesov, & S. Tishenko, Languages in the Ancient Near East(Proceedings of the 53°Rencontrelnternationale; Vol. 1, 2
parts; Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns).

-“Coherence & Fragments: Reflections on the SKL the Book of Judges,” pp. 361-373 in Sarah C. Melville and Alice L.
Slotsky (eds), Opening the Tablet Box: Near Eastern Studies in Honor of Benjamin R. Foster (Culture and History of
the Ancient Near East, 42; Leiden: E.J. Brill).

- (with Alexandra Kleinerman, eds) ‘Why Should Someone Who Knows Something Conceal It?’: Cuneiform Studies in
Honor of David 1. Owen on His 70th Birthday (Bethesda, MD: CDL Press).

-“On the ‘I8hi-Addu’ Seal from Qatna, with Comments on Qatna Personal Names in OB Period,” pp. 243-249 in
Sevket Donmez (ed), Veysel’a Sunulan Yazilar DUB.SAR E.DUB.BA.A: Studies Presented in Honour of Veysel
Donbaz (Istanbul: Ege Publications).
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2011-“Mari Theomorphism: Intimation of Sacrality in the Royal Correspondence,” pp. 195-212 in Ludék Vacin (ed.),
Us11-g@-ni S& mu-ni-ib-duis: Ancient Near Eastern Studies in Memory of Blahoslav Hruska (Dresden: Islet).

-“‘A Breeder or Two for Each Leader’: On Mothers in Judges 4 and 5,” pp. 333-55 in David J.A. Clines and Ellen van
Wolde (eds), A Critical Engagement: Essays on the Hebrew Bible in Honour of J. Cheryl Exum (Sheffield: Sheffield
Phoenix Press).

2012-“Nothing so Swift as Calumny’: Slander & Justification at the Mari Court”; pp. 525-541 in T. Boiy, J.
Bretschneider, A.Goddeeris, H., G. Jans & J. Tavernier (eds.),Ancient Near East, A Life! Festschrift Karel Van
Lerberghe (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta 220), Leuven 2012.

-“Farewell to Mr. So-and-So (Ruth 4:1)?” pp. 251-256 in David J.A. Clines, Kent Harold Richards, Jacob L. Wright
(eds), Making a Difference. Essays on the Bible and Judaism in Honor of Tamara Cohn Eskenazi (Hebrew Bible
Monographs, 49: Sheffield: Sheffield Phoenix Press).

-“Another Look at the Tenth Commandment,” pp. 3-18 in Jon L. Berquist and Alice Hunt (eds), Focusing Biblical
Studies: The Crucial Nature of the Persian and Hellenistic Periods: Essays in Honor of Douglas A. Knight (Library of
Hebrew Bible/Old testament Studies, 544; T&T Clark/ Continuum).

—“Adapa”; “Halab”; “Zimri-Lim” (s.v.) in Roger S. Bagnall, Kai Brodersen, Craige B. Champion, Andrew Erskine,
Sabine R. Huebner (eds), Encyclopedia of Ancient History (Hoboken, NJ: Wiley-Blackwell).

2013- “Prologues & Poets: On the Opening Lines of the Gilgamesh Epic,” pp. 265-277 in Billie Jean Collins and Piotr
Michalowski (eds), Beyond Hatti. A Tribute to Gary Beckman (Atlanta: Lockwood Press).

- “Beyond Babylon’: Closing Remarks,” pp. 312-17 in Joan Aruz, Sarah B. Graff, and Yelena Rakic (eds) Cultures in
Contact: From Mesopotamia to the Mediterranean in the Second Millennium B.C. (New York: Metropolitan Museum
of Art, 2013).

- “Jephthah: Chutzpah and Overreach in the Portrayal of a Hebrew Judge,” pp. 405-19 in D. Vanderhooft and A.
Winitzer, eds. Literature as Politics, Politics as Literature: Essays on the Ancient Near East in Honor of Peter
Machinist. Winona Lake, IN:Eisenbrauns.

-“’It is for this reason that | have not come down to my lord ...” Visit Obligations and Vassal Pretexts in the Mari
Archives,” Revue d’Assyriologie [P. Matthiae Festschrift] 107: 119-29.

2014- Judges 1-12. A New Translation, With introduction and Commentary (The Anchor Yale Bible; New Haven:
Yale University Press).

-“Casus Belli in the Mari Archives,” pp. 673-90 in Hans Neumann, Reinhard Dittmann, Susanne Paulus, Georg Neumann,
and Anais Schuster-Brandis (eds), Krieg und Frieden im Alten Vorderasien (RAI 53, 2006; Alter Orient und Altes Testament
401; Minster: Ugarit-Verlag).

- “On the Bible and the Ancient Near East”; pp. 2137-2143 in Adele Berlin and Marc Z. Brettler, eds, The Jewish Study
Bible, second edition (New York: Oxford University Press).

2015-From the Mari Archives: An Anthology of Old Babylonian Letters (Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns).

-“Siege Mentality. Fighting at the City Gate in the Mari Archives,” pp. 463-76 in Sh. Yona, M.I. Gruber, E.L. Greenstein, P.
Machinist, and Sh. Paul, eds., Marbeh Hokmabh. Studies in the Bible and the Ancient Near East in Loving Memory of Victor
Avigdor Hurowitz. (Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns).

2016-“The Wealth of Mari Kings,” pp. 423-447 in Paola Cor9, Elena Devecchi, Nicla De Zorzi, and Massimo Maiocchi
(eds), Libiamo ne’ lieti calici. Ancient Near Eastern Studies Presented to Lucio Milano on the Occasion of his 65th Birthday
by Pupils, Colleagues and Friends. Alter Orient und Altes Testament, 436. Munster: Ugarit-Verlag, 2016.



