
2025 Simple Beginnings 

First Name Last Name Program Hometown 
Undergraduate 
Institution 

Shawyon Shirazi 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Atlanta, GA Georgia Tech 

Su Min Hong 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Seoul, South Korea Dickinson College 

Ben Stiadle 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) King Ferry, New York Ohio University 

Srishti Goswami 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Bangladesh 

Michigan State 
University 

Lianna Zhou 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Birmingham, Alabama 

University of 
California, Santa 
Barbara 

Pedro Henrique  Ayres Galhardo 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Londrina, Brazil Lipscomb University  

Elise Martin 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Coos Bay, Oregon Bowdoin College 

Liudmyla Arifova 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Chernivtsi, Ukraine Vanderbilt University 

Tamecka Marecheau-Miller 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Georgia Emory University 

Aidan Hill 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) 

Minnetonka, 
Minnesota Bates College 
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Daniela Alvarado 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Miami, Florida  

Florida International 
University 

Lisa Chen 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Norwood, New Jersey  Rutgers University  

Audrey Lucerne 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Newtown, PA Boston University 

Godwin Agbeka 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) 

Tsito-Awudome in the 
Volta Region of 
Ghana 

Kwame Nkrumah 
University of Science 
and Technology, 
Kumasi, Ghana 

Andrew Livingston 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Macomb, Michigan University of Michigan 

Diana Cervantes  

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Caldwell, Idaho University of Idaho 

Alexis Janke 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) 

Frankenmuth, 
Michigan 

Middle Tennessee 
State University 

Xinyi Yin 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Beijing, China 

Carnegie Mellon 
University 

Gabriel Ramirez 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) 

High Point, North 
Carolina 

Appalachian State 
University 

Taverlyn Shepard 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Houston, Texas 

Prairie View A&M 
University  



2025 Simple Beginnings 

Liying Xue 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Shanghai, China Miami University  

Sidney Vafaie-Partin 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Knoxville Tennessee  Vanderbilt  

Laudan Nikoobakht 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Potomac, Maryland 

University of 
Maryland, College 
Park 

Diya Amin 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Augusta, Georgia 

University of North 
Carolina at Chapel 
Hill 

Valentina Rodriguez Da Silva 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Venezuela 

The University of 
Pennsylvania 

Alexander Maitland 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Boulder, Colorado University of Michigan  

Rebecca Moffat 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Las Vegas, Nevada 

Southern Utah 
University 

Morgan Kuess 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Fort Mill, SC Clemson University 

Trisha Sivam 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Hoover, Alabama 

University of Alabama 
at Birmingham 

Cameron Lewis 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Chicago, IL 

Loyola University 
Chicago 

Jennifer Pennise 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Colmar, PA Temple University 
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Chelsea Okeh 

Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Program 
(IGP) Ellicott City, Maryland 

University of 
Maryland, Baltimore 
County 

Julia Libby 

Quantitative & 
Chemical Biology 
(QCB) Program Nashville, Tennessee 

Trevecca Nazarene 
University 

Amit Sela 

Quantitative & 
Chemical Biology 
(QCB) Program Broomfield, CO 

Colorado School of 
Mines 

Emily  Peak 

Quantitative & 
Chemical Biology 
(QCB) Program Aiken, South Carolina Clemson University  

Remi Labeille  

Quantitative & 
Chemical Biology 
(QCB) Program 

Waco Tx/ Rennes 
France  

Texas A&M Corpus 
Christi  

Allison Kurtz 

Quantitative & 
Chemical Biology 
(QCB) Program Athens, GA Georgia Tech 

Joseph Cramer 

Quantitative & 
Chemical Biology 
(QCB) Program Apex, North Carolina 

University of North 
Carolina at 
Greensboro 

Madison Yarbrough 

Quantitative & 
Chemical Biology 
(QCB) Program Poyen, Arkansas 

University of Central 
Arkansas 

Malcom Diaz Garcia 

Quantitative & 
Chemical Biology 
(QCB) Program Caguas , Puerto Rico 

University of Puerto 
Rico, Mayaguez 

Alexander Hopkirk 

Quantitative & 
Chemical Biology 
(QCB) Program Nashville, Tennessee 

The University of 
Alabama 

Heather Tejeda 

Quantitative & 
Chemical Biology 
(QCB) Program Galloway, New Jersey Rowan University 
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Jacob Zuckerman Biochemistry 
Sudbury, 
Massachusetts Tufts University 

Lingrui Lai Biochemistry China 
Duke Kunshan 
University 

Sharon Roth Biochemistry Sunnyvale, CA UC San Diego 
Pate Hill Biochemistry   
Wanda Schlumpf Biological Sciences Fairhope, Alabama Tufts University 
Claire Cheng Biological Sciences Marietta, Georgia University of Georgia 
Stephen Romer Biological Sciences Alpharetta, Georgia Berry College 

Kaylee Yeager Biological Sciences 
Cressona, 
Pennsylvania Moravian University 

Guodan Zhong Biological Sciences Chongqing, China William & Mary 

Y-Thanh Lu Epidemiology Vietnam 
Pham Ngoc Thach 
University of Medicine 

Linshuoshuo Lyu Epidemiology 
Zhejiang province, 
China 

Zhejiang Chinese 
Medical University 

Olla  Hamdan Epidemiology Jordan 
The University of 
Jordan 

Klauss Villalva Serra Jr. Epidemiology Salvador, Brazil Salvador University 

Hannah Schluter  Epidemiology 
Rancho Cucamonga, 
California  

University of 
California, Irvine  

Nikita Amanna 
Biomedical 
Informatics Burbank, CA 

University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte 

Mike Enger 
Biomedical 
Informatics Winfield, Illinois 

Appalachian (App-uh-
latch-un) State 
University 

Jasleen Gandhi 
Biomedical 
Informatics Pune, India 

West Virginia 
University  

Kevin Guo 
Biomedical 
Informatics Irvine, CA 

University of Southern 
California 

Gabriella Taylor Neuroscience Mobile, Alabama 
University of Alabama 
in Birmingham (UAB) 

Ava Santner Neuroscience Bloomington, Indiana Vanderbilt University 
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Seth Kadar Neuroscience 
Westerly, Rhode 
Island 

University of Rhode 
Island 

Adam Tiesman Neuroscience Washington, IL Vanderbilt University 

Hannah Klinger Biostatistics 
South Kingstown, 
Rhode Island 

University of Rhode 
Island 

Kaixing Liu Biostatistics China Tsinghua University 

Yunyi Sun Biostatistics 
Nanchang, Jiangxi, 
China Yichun University 

Jihye Han Health Policy Seoul, South Korea 

Chung-Ang 
University, South 
Korea 

Grace Castle Health Policy Louisville, Kentucky 
University of 
Pennsylvania 

Douglas Fletcher Health Policy Seabrook TX Texas A&M  

Faith Lemke 
Hearing & Speech 
Sciences Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

University of 
Wisconsin La Crosse 

Ella Shalev 
Hearing & Speech 
Sciences Kfar Saba, Israel  

Berklee College of 
Music  

Julia Low 
Hearing & Speech 
Sciences Phoenixville, PA 

The College of 
William and Mary 

 


