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Access to basic healthcare remains a significant public health challenge
in remote regions of Papua New Guinea (PNG), where geography and limited
infrastructure hinder consistent service delivery. This practicum was completed with
Youth With A Mission (YWAM) Medical Ships in Madang Province, PNG, with a focus on
community-based clinical outreach. The objective of the practicum was to support the
delivery of mobile healthcare services and contribute to public health efforts in
underserved island communities.

As a member of the clinical outreach team, | assisted with patient registration,
medical scribing, and coordinating health education efforts. The practicum
emphasized hands-on engagement in mobile clinics and collaboration with local
health workers and international volunteers. Additionally, | contributed to routine data
collection processes to ensure accurate medical record-keeping and inform ongoing
service delivery.

During the practicum, | participated in the registration and documentation of
over 1000 patients, supported the delivery of primary care and maternal-child health
services, and assisted in implementation of health education sessions focused on the
prevention of waterborne diseases. Practicum products included community health
lesson plans, revised healthcare protocols, day-in-the-life and overview videos,
education workshop materials for the Modilon General Hospital, and a community
assessment for the organization.

This practicum provided direct exposure to global health delivery in
resource-limited settings highlighting the importance of flexible, community-engaged
models of care. Lessons learned include the value of interdisciplinary teamwork, cultural
humility, and adaptability in mobile health outreach. The experience deepened my
commitment to equitable healthcare access and demonsirated how to apply these
public health principles in dynamic, field-based environments.
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