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BioMarin Pharmaceutical Inc. in San Rafael, CA, specializes in rare,
genetically defined conditions. The overall objective of this practicum was to contribute
to BioMarin's patient-focused approach to how the company engages with the
communities it strives to support through various projects in corporate communications,
government affairs, and patient advocacy.

To address the objective, | worked cross-functionally with a variety of teams
and contributing to several ongoing projects to effectively understand how different
functions of the business support patients with rare conditions. Specific activities such as
policy research, project management, writing for a wide range of audiences, and
communication with external stakeholders and experts within the company were
performed.

Fact sheets on the importance of newborn screening for rare conditions;
presentations focused on benchmarking BioMarin's clinical trials participant sign-up
process, patient engagement website, and careers website; content for social media
posts, and letters of support/opposition addressed to elected officials related to
BioMarin's policy priorities were developed. The practicum also culminated in various
oral presentations, including a panel discussion on considerations for individuals living
with rare conditions in hospital settings and meetings with elected officials.

Deliberate efforts by biopharmaceutical companies to effectively engage
with and support the communities of patients treated by their therapeutic areas
through advocacy, collaborative coalition work, sponsorship of patient advocacy
organizations, creation of educational resources, and targeted communication
strategies are significant to public health. Changes in the federal policy landscape,
including the disbandment of the federal body that puts forth a recommended panel
of conditions to screen for in newborns, pose a challenge for biopharma and the
patients it serves, and it is important that these groups continue to work collaboratively.
Overall, practicum goals were achieved, and important lessons were learned about a
biopharma company and its role in public health.
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