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Human papillomavirus (HPV) is a common virus linked to six types of
cancer, with 99% of cervical cancers attributable to HPV. Although there is no cure or
treatment for HPV, on-time HPV vaccination is safe, effective, and prevents more than
90% of HPV cancers. Despite HPV vaccine availability, the Southeastern United States
reports lower vaccination rates and higher HPV cancer incidence than national
averages. In collaboration with the HPV Vaccination Roundtable of the Southeast and
its Elimination Implementation Team, the purpose was to conduct a needs assessment
to inform a regional Call to Action and Toolkit to eliminate HPV cancers, beginning with
cervical cancer as a public health concern.

An Elimination Policy in the Southeast Needs Assessment was conducted from
August-December 2024 through an online survey, in-depth interviews, and data
synthesis to identify regional gaps, opportunities, and strategic priorities for HPV cancer
elimination. Participants were recruited from across 12 Southeastern U.S. states and 2
jurisdictions, targeting partners engaged in HPV cancer elimination efforts.

The needs assessment revealed strong regional optimism toward HPV cancer
elimination, tempered by variability in understanding elimination terminology, readiness,
and implementation capacity. Findings directly informed the development of the
Southeast Call to Action Plan and Toolkit: Elimination of HPV Cancers as a Public Health
Concern, which outlines evidence-based strategies, technical assistance resources,
and measurable objectives to advance HPV elimination efforts. In addition, the needs
assessment produced an updated HPV Cancer Elimination fact sheeft, informed the
creation of a formal evaluation plan, and supported the execution of a virtual launch
to begin regional elimination planning.

The findings from the needs assessment developed evidence-based,
partner-aligned tools to advance coordinated HPV cancer elimination in the Southeast.
These resources now serve as a roadmap for action, supporting implementation,
evaluation, and collaboration across the region.
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