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Introduction: Avalere Health is a healthcare consulting firm based in Washington, D.C., 

focused on the intersection of vaccine policy, market access, and public health. My 

overall practicum aim was to examine how policy and economic factors affect 

vaccine access and uptake, thereby supporting broader public health objectives such 

as improving immunization rates and reducing health disparities. Opportunities to build 

competencies in policy research, data analysis, and strategic communication to inform 

evidence-based public health initiatives were provided. 
 

Methods: Activities included attending the 2025–2026 FDA Advisory Committee on 

Immunization Practices (ACIP) vaccine recommendation meeting, participation in 

client meetings, and conducting research to update a database of all U.S. vaccine 

recommendations from the years 2021 to 2024 for future pharmaceutical and biotech 

clients. This work supported evidence-based decision-making in vaccine policy and 

market access. 
 

Results: An updated internal database of U.S. vaccine recommendations from 2021 to 

2024, capturing key details such as regulatory timelines and implementation 

considerations was produced. Additional deliverables included a client-facing slide 

deck outlining state-by-state vaccine administration authority for pharmacists and 

pharmacy technicians, and a regularly updated Excel tracker monitoring vaccine and 

biotechnology policy developments. These products support Avalere Health’s ongoing 

work in vaccine policy and inform future client strategy. 
 

Conclusions: My experience highlighted to me how significantly vaccine and health 

policy can vary across different administrations, impacting both public access to 

information and the consistency (or inconsistency) of immunization strategies. A key 

finding was the current decline in publicly available vaccine data and educational 

resources, alongside the growing influence of vaccine-skeptical leadership in public 

health decision-making. These challenges underscored the importance of maintaining 

transparent, evidence-based communication in advancing equitable vaccine access 

thereby achieving broader public health goals. 
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