
HTS Safety Policy           sde250205 

Failure to comply with VHTSF laboratory safety policies will result in a loss of laboratory privileges.   

The Vanderbilt HTS Core (VHTS) adheres to all Vanderbilt policies regarding chemical and biological safety.  

All registered VHTS investigators (PIs, students, and staff) must be up to date on annual chemical and 
biosafety training as required by VU EHS.  Principal Investigators are responsible for auditing the safety 
training of their employees and students.  The Vanderbilt HTS Core is a BSL2 facility, and all PIs should ensure 
that any users from their lab have received appropriate chemical and biological safety training.  

All PIs and investigators utilizing HTS facilities for elevated-risk work should complete a Risk Assessment 
Survey for their proposed work and provide any additional information or documentation required. 

For these reasons, we ask that all investigators comply with the following rules while in the VHTS lab spaces.  

• All items brought into the VHTS lab should be in a secondary container. 
• All investigators should put on gloves upon arriving in lab.  If an investigator fails to put on gloves, a 

staff member will remind the investigator. 
• Investigators should wear closed toe shoes or put on shoe covers (provided). 
• All materials must be disposed of properly: 

o Glass must be disposed of in a glass disposal box.  All glass can only contain residual liquid; 
no liquid or biohazard materials may be placed in glass disposal boxes. 

o Everything other than glass that is not contaminated (with biological fluids, cells, biohazards 
materials or radioactive materials) can go into the regular garbage. 

o Biohazard waste must go in the red bags, including cell plates, capped tubes and flasks, 
pipette tips, and reservoirs. 

o Liquids decontaminated with 10% bleach can go down the sink. 
o Thallium dry or semi-dry (assay plates) waste must be put in the Thallium Waste container 

(grey can/black bag) near Panoptic 1.    
o Thallium liquid waste must be poured in the liquid container marked for Thallium Waste 

located near the Echo 650. 
o DMSO liquids must be poured into the container next to the Verso that is marked for DMSO 

only.  
o Plastic items which are not contaminated should be placed in the blue recycling bins located 

throughout the lab. 
• No materials may be abandoned in the VHTS lab, and all unidentified materials will be disposed 

of at the end of each day.  Please be sure to label or discard all items. 
• All live (unfixed) cells, pathogenic and/or infectious agents must be contained to the CASSy 

containment box in “Containment” mode unless you have prior authorization and a completed, 
approved Risk Assessment Survey. Prior to removing plates from the CASSy, they will be sealed 
and plates/items decontaminated as appropriate and properly disposed of. 

• VHTS staff must be notified with sufficient approval time before new materials are brought to the 
facility.  All materials involved in each assay should be declared on the Intake Form and all updates 
are the responsibility of the PI or project leader from the external lab.  The VHST staff reserves the right 
to restrict any materials that may harm the lab, other projects, or contaminate the lab space.   

• All investigators should clean up after their work is complete. 
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