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Cooperative Learning Strategies
We are designing and implementing a scholarly project on student learning throughout the Neurophysiology module.  Our goal is to determine whether cooperative learning strategies enhance the depth of student learning and understanding.  To assess our goal, we plan to compare individual student responses to answers derived from group activities.  The data collected will be comprised of student assessments from problem sets and exams, as well as student feedback concerning teaching strategies.  Student responses shall remain completely anonymous.  If for any reason you do not wish your responses to be shared with the teaching community, please feel free to contact the instructor.        

Baseline Assessment

We will use this preliminary assessment to evaluate your basal level of knowledge to monitor your progress over the Neurophysiology module.  These responses will not be evaluated for correct answers, but will be assessed based on your level of thought and effort in forming your responses.  In addition, we will use participant perception indicators to measure your perception of your knowledge, experience, and confidence with the material.  Please be honest when responding to these indicators, as these have absolutely no bearing on your grade and are useful indicators for our teaching strategies.
1) Describe the general mechanisms of synaptic transmission.  In other words, how do you believe neurons communicate with one another?  Please try to include the following topics: action potential, ion movements (i.e. Na+, Ca2+), depolarization, synapse, receptors, etc.
Participant Perception Indicator - For the previous question, indicate how you feel about your knowledge, experience, and confidence regarding your response to the material.  Circle one number in each of the three boxes.
	Knowledge

low                          high
	Experience

low                          high
	Confidence

low                          high

	1      2      3      4      5
	1      2      3      4      5
	1      2      3      4      5


2) Describe how our brain elicits an appropriate response to external stimuli.  In other words, how does our brain become aware of the outside world and how does it inform our body on what actions to take.  If it helps to use a specific example, please do so.

Participant Perception Indicator - For the previous question, indicate how you feel about your knowledge, experience, and confidence regarding your response to the material.  Circle one number in each of the three boxes.
	Knowledge

low                          high
	Experience

low                          high
	Confidence

low                          high

	1      2      3      4      5
	1      2      3      4      5
	1      2      3      4      5


